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I Go to Sea 9

CHAPTER ONE

I Go to Sea

I was born in York in 1632, of a good family, aithough
not of that country. My father was a Dutch merchant
who had settled in England and done very well for him-
self in trade, first at Hull and afterwards at York, where
he had married my mother.

Before her marriage to my father, my mother had been
a Miss Robinson, and it was after her that I was named
Robinson Kreutznaer.

The good people of York, finding it difficult to get their
tongues around Kreutznaer, called our family Crusoe,
and so I became known as Robinson Crusoe.

I was the third son of the family. My eldest brother, a
soldier, was killed fighting the Spanish, and I have no
idea what happened to my other brother,

Although my father’s business was doing well, it was
not, I thought, doing well enough to support me, so I
decided to go to sea.

You shall not!” my father stormed when I told him of

my plans.
“But there is nothing for me here,” I said.



10 ROBINSON CRUSOE

“How can you say that?” My father went on. “You could
go into trade, as I did. And look how well I've done.”

“But I have no head for business,” I protested.

“Robmson,”saxdmyfathcr sounding as if he was plead-
ing with me. “Wait for a year. I’ll do whatever I can to
help you, to teach you the ways of business. And if after
that you still wish to go to sea, ask me again.”

I was almost eighteen. A whole year seemed like an
eternity to me, but I agreed to what my father had said,
and during the months that followed I tried to concen-
trate on what he would have me do.

But it was no good. Somehow, I had been born with
salt in my veins and the call of the sea would not be

When the year was up, I went to my father, but despite
his promise, he refused to yield. A wise and grave man,
he told me that a life at sea was for men of desperate
fortune on the one hand or of superior fortune on the
other. I belonged to the middle state, neither poor nor
rich, and in his experience the best state in the world.

In despair, I decided to ask my mother to intervene.
“Mother,” I said, “I still want to go to sea. Please can
you help me persuade father.”

“Robinson,” she said, “you know very well what your
father thinks of that.”

“Please, mother,” I pleaded. “Persuade him to let me






12 ROBINSON CRUSOE

go for a year. If, after that time, I decide the sea is not for
me, after all, I will come home and work harder than he
does at his business. I promise.”

Mother looked at me for a moment. “Robinson,” she
said, “I will tell your father what you have just prom-
ised, but I will not try to persuade him one way or the
other.”

My father still refused to ylcld

A few weeks after I had spoken to my mother, just after
my nineteenth birthday, I decided to go to Hull for a
‘few days. There was no reason for my decmon it was,
as my mother would have said, a whim.

As I satby the harbourwamhmgshqnﬁershlptaketo

sea on the tlde how 1 wished I could have been on one
of them.

I saw myself standing on deck, feelmgthcwmd on my
face as my ship approached a foreign port. .

“Robinson Crusoe!” A voice stirred me from my day-
dream. “What are you doing in Hull?”

I looked round and saw my old schoolfriend, Tom Bent-
ley, standing before me.

“Tom!” I cried, slapping him on the shoulder. “How
are you?”

“All the better for seeing you,” hc replied.

“We must find somewhere to go and celebrate our
meeting,” 1 said. “Come, there’s an inn over there.”
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