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Prologue

China has five thousand years of brilliant history and colortul culture. Chinese traditional culture has a long literary teadition whose influence has been felt up tothe present,
The Poetry and Ancient Prose Movement of the Tang and Song dynasties had a significant and farreaching influence on literature. Zhou Dunyi, a Song dynasty philosopher
wrote in his treatise Tongshu: “Literature is a vehicle for the truth.” meaning that literature was like a cart and fruth fike the goods that it carried. [t emphasized that beyend its
awn aesthetic, literature was also an important means for spreading truth. Since then, in the finest traditions of Chinese culture. the (dea of "literature is a vehicle for thetruth”
has expressed and promoted the good and beautiful and criticized the false and evil. Today, it has also been entrusted with a new, contermporary meaning and significance.
that of spreading socialist core values in a form that people enjoy and of protecting our national commeon spiritual homeland.

Similarly. China is alsm’ the home of Chinese ink painting The ancient Chinese inventad paper. brush and ink color They also created delicate Chiriese paintings, and left
us countless art treasures. Chinese paintings either depict reality. or express the artist’s termiperament. (ts particular feature is its combination with poétey to form an artistic
cérﬁcept which contains painting within poetry and poetry within painting. It seeks to unity poetry, calligraphy and painting, and to create a perfect combination of skill and
truth tiat forms both a unique artistic form and an aesthetic realm of its own

“Ink and Brush should mave with the times," as times change poetry and painting change with them. Today, how we succead to the art of our ancestors and how we create
new works of art thal accord with modern aesthietic taste is an undertaking worth exploring, In recent years, experts connectad with the Shanghai Commitiee of the Chinese
Peoplas Political pchsuitative Conference have explored traditional Chinese art through the medium of culture and history, have expressed it in the language of painting,
and have achieved fruitful results: Following on from the theme of “Three Mountains and Five Peaks—Landscape Paintings by Famaus Shanghal Artists™, this current series
of figure paintings on the theme of "Eight Great Scholars of the Tang and Song Dynasties” has Its own unique qualities,

The "Eight Great Scholars of the Tang and Song Dynasties” were the central directing figures of the ancient prose mavement of the Tang and Song dynasties, They
advogeated non-rhyming prose and opposed the arate rhyming prose of matching sentenees. They had a profound eftect an the literature of the time and of later ages The
“Eight Great Scholars™ were'Han Yu and Liu Zongyuan of the Tang dynasty, and Su Xun. Su Shi, Su Zhe, Ouyang Xiu, Wang Anshi and Zeng Gong of the Seng dynasty. Their
wark was.widely circulated and appeared in the various cultural records and art styles of the Tang and Song dynasties. This series aims fo cambine poetry. calligraphy and
painting in reshaping the spirit. and styfe of these historical figures in order to make the past serve the present and to express the new through the ald.

Since last spring. the Cultural and Historical Commission of the Shanghai Committee of the Chinese Peaple's Political Consullative Conference has organized eight artists in
creating figure paintings on the theme of “Eight Great Scholars of the Tang and Song Dynasties”. They are Yan Meihua, Han Wu, Dai Dunbang, Han Shuo, Ma Xiacjuan, Ding
Xiaolang, Su Xiaosong and Liu Heng. This is an innovative fulfiliment of the aim of the Shanghai Comimittee of the Chinese People's Polincal Consultative Conference to unite
artists and to pramote culture and art

Fer the last year, and in a spirit of love for the motherland's radifional culture, the artists have delved into books, galned an in-depth understanding of the lives of the
aricients and amassed a large amount of material on the basig of which they have refined and developed their concepts. With & sense of beauty they héve expressed their
feelings through the tip of their brush. In just over a year, the artists have compleled 40 significant masterplecas of bold or delicate painting To match the paintings with the
poetey of the "Eight Great Scholars of the Tang and Song Dynasties”. we invited Gao Shixiong, Chen Peigiu. Lin Ximing. Zhang Rushi. Xu Baoxur. Znou Huijun, Liu Xiaeging,
Zhang Sen. Tong Yantang and Zhao Cheng to create 40 pieces of calligraphy. At the same time, we invitsd Mr Shi Dawel, Mr. Lin Ximing, ancd Mr. Has Mirt each lo create a
piece of work. so.as 1o atd luster o the alburn of paintings. Mr. Sun Yong also sel aside the time 1o wiite a penetrating and original biography for each of the "Eight Great
Scholats™, which complements the albium ot paintings. We chose an innovative and challenging theme for these works so as 1o achieve (e perfect cambination of literature.
panting and calligraphy

Tie exhibition and publications based on (hese works will be otented towards readers and visitors at home and abroad, atd aim 1o give them an understanding of the
umigue poetry and [tterature of China through thelt appreciation of the painfings. We hope readers will savor and enjoy the beauties of Chinese literatura and painting
thraugh these works of calligraphy and painting

Finally. | would like to express my heartfall thanks to all the artists.

Wt Zirriing
Chairmarnial the Sharighal Committee of thie Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference

February 2014
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