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Preface

The New Target College English series is the most comprehensive English language
textbook series that I have seen. The whole series is based on the new college English
curriculum guidelines set by the Ministry of Education, which emphasizes both training
in basic skills and the development of cross-cultural awareness and some ESP skills. The
contents of the textbooks are ideal for achieving these goals.

There is a primary focus on reading and writing in the Integrated Course but the reading
texts also serve as a basis for creative thinking and developing speaking skills. The topics of
each unit have been very carefully chosen to reflect the global role that English now plays.
I was especially pleased to see that the reading passages were extensive rather than the
fashionable short texts that figure in many contemporary textbooks. There is — very rightly —
a major emphasis on developing students’ vocabulary, including both words and phrases.

The New Target College English series also focuses on academic listening and speaking
with the specially designed Video Course. Readings in Western Culture and Readings in Chinese
Culture provide extensive reading materials in both Chinese and Western cultures while
Readings in Science and Technology and Readings in the Humanities and Social Sciences are
designed as ESP materials to enhance students’ academic skills in English. This series will
appeal to a wide range of teachers with its blend of traditional type and communicative
activities.

A key feature of the series is that it aims to cater to the different needs of Chinese
students at different levels and locations. There is a rich array of learning activities in
each course that will allow teachers the opportunities to select those activities that they
consider best suited to their own students. Teachers can also elect to use one, two or all of
the courses in the complete series based on their students’ English proficiency and the aims
and objectives of the English curriculum in their own college. My hope, however, is that

they will take advantage of the whole series.



The textbook series also takes account of the fact that many Chinese college students
will need to use English to further their own academic studies. Thus there are activities
specifically directed at the English language skills and strategies that students will need to
study through the medium of English.

My lifelong work in second language acquisition points to one key principle that needs
to inform the design of language courses — namely, the importance of providing as much
input in the second language as possible. Language learning is a slow and gradual process
that can only be successful if learners are exposed to massive amounts of input. Most
language courses consist only of the main textbooks, which by themselves can never ensure
the quantity of input needed to achieve high levels of proficiency. The New Target College
English series is a very welcome exception.

I am very happy to endorse the New Target College English series.

Rod Ellis
Distinguished Professor, University of Auckland
Changjiang Scholar, Shanghai International Studies University
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