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Preface to the Third Edition

This is a very fast moving field that has shown
tremendous growth in recent years. The stimulus for this
has been the recognition that drug-induced liver disease is
the most common cause of acute liver failure and one of the
major contributors to withdrawal of drugs developed by the
A further

importance is that United States National Institutes of

pharmaceutical industry. indication of the
Health has established a network of researchers to study the
topic.

Consistent with the need to keep up with changes in the
field, this edition required significant renewal. Half of the
chapters have new authorship or cover new topics compared
to the previous edition and the remaining chapters have been
updated,

The book is organized into four sections. The first section
begins with a chapter that introduces the major shift in
concepts about the etiology of drug-induced liver injury has
undergone since the last edition, followed by chapters on
the basic science underlying mechanisms of toxicity. The
second section reviews general concepts of clinical and

histological presentation, causality assessment, predisposition

to hepatotoxicity, and the potential application of genomics,
The third

section consists of chapters that review the toxicity of

proteomics, and metabolomics for diagnosis.

classes of drugs or toxins. The fourth section contains a
completely rewritten chapter on regulatory perspectives,
and new chapters on the various drug-induced liver injury
networks and the LiverTox initiative.

Although there are electronic resources available to
quickly review whether or not a drug may cause liver injury,
we believe this book provides invaluable information that is
not collected elsewhere. This multiauthor volume, written
by internationally recognized experts in the field, provides
in-depth information on general and drug-specific mechanisms
and manifestations of injury that will benefit hepatologists,
gastroenterologists, pathologists, toxicologists, members of
the pharmaceutical industry, and government regulators

involved in hepatotoxicity.

Neil Kaplowitz
Laurie Deleve
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