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Three Success Factors and Three
Critical Elements
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Liu Yudong, Ph.D of Harvard University of

Architecture, Vice President of Taiwan Asia
University
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There are three aspects to tell whether a design award is
successful. First, it depends on the quality and quantity of the
entries. Second, it depends on the shortlist's exploration of
contemporary design topics. Third, it depends on the futurity
of its winning works in international design developing
process. It's the second year in a row that | am invited to
participate in Idea-Tops Award. Apart from the opportunity to
witness the award winning works in the past two years, being
a final judge in the second year, | was able to take a close look
at these success factors.

This year, again, we found good designs from diversified
regions and countries of the world, and each of them
displayed different visual impact revealing iconic identity of
local cultural charisma. What surprised us most was that even
under the influence of global and nationwide trends, a good
many of designers still dedicated to establish indigenous
design language in order to preserve historical characteristics
on one hand and to meet modern living standard on another.
This in-depth study of the Modernization of Tradition, and the
Change and Not Change of traditional culture, are good efforts
worthy of the appreciation from the whole design industry.

In the course of the assessment, every judge differed in
priorities with regard to environment friendly, sustainable
development and people-oriented elements. Personally, |
valued sentiment conveyed in the design. It's because a good
designer enables space to tell stories, while architects,
creators and visitors might have their own translation. Judging
from the three success factors | mentioned in the beginning,
taking into consideration the entries, shortlist and finalist
stage of |dea-Tops, it is already a very successful design
award.

The Pritzer Prize is recognized as the highest distinction in
architecture community and the Nobel Prize of architecture.
When | was invited to attend its award ceremony in 2003, |
asked Tom Pritzer who was the president of the organizing
committee, “What makes Pritzer Prize the most successful
award for architecture?” He told me there were three critical
elements. Those were ambitious prize positioning,
comprehensive jury panel and independent assessment
procedure. Judging from these three elements, Idea-Tops has
formed the setup of an international award.

Design features originality and futurity. That is to design for
tomorrow, not for today. Therefore, a design award is also a
journey in which the organizer, participants and jury make
every effort to pursuit Design for Tomorrow. We are standing
at the interchange of new and old era which is also the
beginning of a new opportunity. |dea-Tops provides a great
platform for us to explore the design direction of this new era
as well as for Chinese Design, Asian Design and Global
Design to interact and blend with each other. It invites all
innovative people in architectural and interior design industry
to compose History of Design Tomorrow.
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Giuseppe
Giarracca
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Knight of Italy, Architect (Pino)
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International Space Design Award Idea-Tops is a key focus
for the international design community. Idea-Tops has
become an honor for exceptional designers to receive, as
well as a unique opportunity to share, compare and consider
new visions. Outstanding professors, architects and
designers from all over the world gather to promote, discuss
and admire the development of the Chinese and
international design scenes, as well as general
improvements in lifestyles. Idea-Tops promotes a space of
cooperation and mutual exchange of Western and Eastern
points of view.

In the design and architectural domains, China is an
emerging country. However, over the last twenty years it has
attracted architects and designers from all over the world.
The novelties of the Chinese market and its innovative spin
have offered an interesting challenge for all professionals
who have ventured to China. Thanks to a stimulating and
competitive environment, as well as a strong commitment to
innovation and progress, the Chinese design and
architectural market has flourished. Even though
international influences are strong, Chinese designers and
architects have managed to develop their own unique style.
In other words, the Chinese have taken international ideas
and combined them with Chinese culture. Therefore, the
Chinese style is a mix of European, US, and Chinese style.
Personally, | believe that the Italian style played a major role
in the development of the Chinese's approach to
architecture and design. Italy places great value on the
quality and functionality of its architecture and design. After
all, the legacy of the Roman Empire has influenced
architects in every nation around the world.

In the fields of architecture and design, there is always room
for improvement and renewed creativity. As it has been
discussed during Idea-Tops 2014, the quality of life will
improve if we improve interior design. Excellent materials
and highly functional and beautiful interiors can do a great
deal in our daily lives. An art-like and superb piece of
furniture can make a difference in the life of an individual.






