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Abstract

On November 22, 2015, the leaders of ASEAN member countries declared
the establishment of The ASEAN Community, which marked that ASEAN has
entered a new era of regional integration. Meanwhile, The ASEAN leaders
proposed ASEAN Community Vision 2025—ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead
Together, which constituted the long — term action plans for the construction of
ASEAN Community in the next decade.

In accordance with the Vision 2025 and blueprints, the ASEAN Community
still has three pillars; political — security cooperation, regional economic integration
and social — cultural tolerance. Based on current status of ASEAN community
construction, the leaders of ASEAN further formulated the development goals,
main tasks and strategic measures in the coming decade. The ASEAN Political -
Security Community shall be a rule — based and people — oriented community with
shared values and norms and aims to enhance the level of internal cooperation in
the field of political and security among ASEAN members. The ASEAN Economic
Community shall be a highly integrated and cohesive regional economy that
supports sustained high economic growth by advancing a single market agenda
through a more seamless movement of investment, skilled labor, business persons,
and capital. The ASEAN Socio — Cultural Community shall be one that engages
and benefits the peoples, and is people — centered, environment — friendly, and
sustainable.

As we know , Southeast Asia is one of the most significant regions surrounding
China and plays an important role in building the 21st century maritime silk road.
In addition, there are many conjunction points between ASEAN Community
Vision 2025 and “the Belt and Road Initiative” . Mutual political trust, economic
integration and cultural inclusiveness are considered as the three major pillars both

for ASEAN Community and “the Belt and Road Initiative” , and moreover,

003



FRlLBERB

sufficient similarities exist between two blueprints in terms of their strategic
planning, key points of cooperation, production capacity cooperation, and cultural
exchanges, both of which together constitute the realistic foundation of
cooperation. Recently, Chinese government successively proposed to build
together a new Maritime Silk Road of the 21st Century, jointly construct a more
closely — knit China — ASEAN community of common destiny, and establish a
community of shared interests, destiny and responsibility featuring mutual political
trust, economic integration and cultural inclusiveness. Therefore, with the rapid
rise of ASEAN economy and the implementation of China’s “the Belt and Road
Initiative” , the position and role of ASEAN in “the Belt and Road Initiative” will
be further enhanced, the construction of 21st Century Maritime Silk Road will be
gradually aligned with the ASEAN community Vision, the importance of ASEAN
in international cooperation on production capacity is continuously growing and
ASEAN will play an important role in the construction of China — ASEAN
connectivity.

This report aims to study the annual development of Southeast Asia. It tracks
the latest progress and dynamics of politics, economics and foreign relations in
Southeast Asia countries, analyzes and forecasts their short — term and medium -
term developing trend, reveals the development patterns of Southeast Asia in the
process of globalization and regionalization, and provides references for the Chinese
diplomatic and peripheral strategies accordingly. This report includes the General
Report, Regional Reports, Country Reports, Thematic reports and appendixes;
(1) General report reviews the establishment and formulation of the ASEAN
Community, analyzes the ASEAN Community Blueprints 2025, and explores the
impact of ASEAN Community on the development of global economic and
geopolitical pattern. (2) Regional Reports discuss the hot topics and frontier issues
every year from the aspects of economics, politics, society and external relations.
(3) Country Reports focus on the analysis and forecasting of ASEAN countries’
politics, economics and foreign relations, including Indonesia, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam. (4 ) Thematic Reports comprehensively
introduce the experiences and lessons in crossing the middle — income trap of the
South East Countries. (5) Appendixes indude ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead

004



Abstract — (_‘]

Together, Plan of Action to Implement the Joint Declaration on China = ASEAN Strategic
Partnership for Peace and Prosperity (2016 —2020) , Major Events in Southeast Asia in
2014 and Southeast Asia Development Statistics.

Keywords: Southeast Asia; Political; Economic; ASEAN Community
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