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PREFACE FOR XI CHEN

By Lanny Yi

It is really a great happiness that Xi Chen is going to have his works published. What is a greater happiness
is that he invites me to write preface for his first photography collection. There are photos of scenery,
people, animals, and plants. Whatever is in the photo, Xi Chen’s work brings me special visual enjoyment,

more importantly, emotional resonance.

Xi Chen, a student, a friend, of mine, in my eyes, is a poet rather than a photographer. He is rather
emotional, bearing strong feelings about everything. He enjoys beauty. Wherever he goes, he is always the
first to find something amazing to share. He is distinctive. His opinions are different from those of people
around. He is with soaring aspirations. Thus, what we can see from his photos are attitude and stories

rather than S-O-M-E-T-H-I-N-G.

Photographing is an interest, not a major of Xi Chen’s. At Junior High School, He used his camera to take
photos of his classmates, trees and flowers in the school, and even vendors in the street. Later, he had
more camera. Of course, his photographing skills are improving too. His photos are liked by classmates,
teachers, friends and relatives. At high school, he was specially invited photographer of his school. Some

of his works have been selected and printed in magazines.

A Gift for My Coming of Age - Xi Chen’s Photographic Works, published by China Photographic
Publishing House, is Xi Chen’s first photography collection. What makes it more meaningful is that it
comes as a gift for his own coming-of-age. I feel so proud of this 17-year-old boy. And it is my luck that he
takes me as a friend, and shares whatever with me. I believe that in the coming future, he is going to shoot

more and better photos, some of which may shock us.
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Xi Chen was born in 1997. At the age of 3, he shot the first
photo of his life. After that, he became more and more
interested in photographing.

Bearing an insisting pursuit of a higher arts level, he's been
learning an increasing number of photographing skills. He
used to be chief photographer when he was at high school,
which offers him chances to improve his photographing
skills and take a large number of nice photos.

Xi Chen has a special aesthetic taste, because of which his
photos always look special and show distinct themes.

Some of his works have been published in magazines like
Photographers’ Companion, Rural Finance Image and Brand

Power, etc.
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MY COMING
OF AGE

MY NOTE

By Xi Chen

When I was a kid, the only thing I bore in mind was study. Seeing
classmates playing games, having parties all the time, I got confused and,
a bit lonely. I didn’t make many friends. I didn’t want myself to act like they
did. As time goes by, I became introvert. My characteristics were, as one
of my friend said, some kind of out of ordinary. Possibly, because of that
experience, I became fond of photographing, and got a special chance to see

a beauty that is not beautiful in others’ eyes.

August Rodin once said, “Beauty is all around us. Our senses can perceive
this beauty easily. It is just that sometimes, we fail to appreciate this beauty
through lack of observation". When I was a junior school student, I thought
that a good photo should be majestic or thought-provoking, which is not
easy to be found in our life. While I know now that photos which are close
to life can be called good ones. Exquisite skills or technology does not make
a good work, emotion does. In some ways, taking photos is like writing
poems. A strong emotion brings everything: beauty, feeling of touch, and,
the most important one, value. I like writing poems, too, with my best
friend. Sometimes I take photos of my poems. These photos, regarding the
skill, may not be called perfect, but as for me, they intoxicate me more than

anything else. That's one of the reasons why I like photographing.
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Every time I look at my photos, what impresses me most is not the pictures,
but the story behind each of them. I recollect my high school life when I
see the photo of a dish that I shared with my classmates. Of course, it is not
because of the food, either delicious or terrible. It is the unforgettable time
I spent with my classmates. Photos, to me, are far more than pixel blocks.
They are stories and memories. They are a mark of my life. Moreover, they

are love, and they are eternity.

I find it a great pity that I have to leave my motherland before seeing its
every amazing scenery. But I think it is another chance for me, a chance
to find beauties in another wonderland, experiencing life with another
group of people. I will take more photos, which I'd take as a treasure of my

lifetime.
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