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Preface |

Tunghai University has long been famous for its liberal arts education. That, along with its geographic
location and professional faculty, lend a special artistic context to its school of fine arts. The Department
of Fine Arts at Tunghai was established in 1983 by Chiang Hsun, a renowned leader in art circles in
Taiwan. Many excellent art teachers were invited to join the faculty and to plan the arts curriculum. For
decades, many superb graduates have helped spread the academic and artistic contribution of Tunghai
University throughout Taiwan.

The “Tunghai Style” of the curriculum focuses on absorbing various genres of art—including the
classical and the traditional—media, literary imagery, and contemporary issues. Influenced‘by the
special cultural atmosphere, learning environment, and educational system of Tunghai University, the
two particular strengths of the Department of Fine Arts are ink painting and gouache painting. In the
context of traditional and modemn trends, exchanges between East and West, and scholarly and creative
development, the Department has forged a distinctive style for itself in formal art education circles in
Taiwan.

/
/

This exhibition invites teachers and graduates of the Department of Fine Arts at Tunghali, forty artists in
total, to present their works. These exhibits cover three generations of artists and illustrate the evolution
of a particular style and the essence of liberal arts and fiterati concepts in Oriental art. The exhibition will
eﬁable its audience to see Tunghai's special literati style and the lineage of its artistic tradition.

We would like to thank Prof. Chan Chien-yu and Prof. Li Szu-hsien for their assistance in planning this
exhibition. We hope that this exhibition, its catalogue and related activities will contextualize the special
phenomenon of art education within Taiwanese art history. It is ‘our belief that the style of Tunghai
University is worthy of our attention. It is also our hope that the exhibition will give the audience some
ideas about the future of higher artistic education in Taiwan.

%z..

Director
National Museum of History
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Preface |

Since its establishment sixty years ago in the Mt. Dadu area, Taichung, Tunghai University has continued to
cultivate a spirit of cultured elegance in its students. The unigue geographic location of the campus attracts
countless tourists to marvel at the wonderful combination of traditional and modern buildings set in natural scenery.
Tunghai boasts incredible sights, both manmade and natural, and is a manifestation of the Chinese philosophy “the
less wise try to hide in the countryside, while those with true wisdom are able to remain unaffected by the hustle
and bustle in the city.” On a piece of truly untainted land separated from a world of distractions and temptations,
Tunghai lies far from the bustling downtown, yet not far enough to make visiting inconvenient. The school’s ideal
location has led to its unique style of humanities and aesthetics, and its all-encompassing education that focuses
/on the profound and beautiful has helped students thrive in subjects that require deep cultural understanding and
{/ philosophical thinking. Tunghai's department of fine arts, therefore, has always proudly walked on a path of its
" own, much different from similar departments in other colleges around the country.

Tunghai's department of fine arts was founded in 1983 and since the very beginning has focused on Easten
and Westemn art that exemplifies humanism. Chinese Ink Painting and Gouache Painting, in particular, are two
of the main mediums taught in the department. The founding director, Chiang Hsun, established a strong and
deeply-rooted/humanities tradition during his tenure, and professors such as Wu Hsueh-Rang, Tung Meng-mei,
and Lin Chahg-te devoted themselves to teaching Chinese water-and-ink art(ink Monochrome). Their efforts
in the early years laid the foundation for the department's Chinese Ink Painting and Gouache Painting - which
became a renowned specialty of the department. In the past ten years or so, with Ni Tsai-chin, Lee Hui-cheng,
Chiar}g Yi-han and other professors as pioneers and Wu Chi-tao, Li Szu-hsien, Lin Chuan-chu, and Chen Yung-
mo p/assing down their legacy, the department of fine arts has become one that combines tradition with diverse
modern styles to showcase Chinese water-and-ink paintings, the likes of which have never before been seen.

Gouache Painting is another of the specialties in Tunghai's department of fine arts. Tunghai is unrivaled by
any other art department in the country when it comes to Gouache Painting, thanks to Lin Chih-chu, who led
countless students into this field in the department’s early days. His legacy was carried on by Chan Chien-yu,
and others, such as Lee Chen-hui, Chang Chen-wen, Luo Hui-chen, Wang Yi-jan, Lin Yan-liang, and Chen
Yi-chia have - through the past thirty years — given their all to Gouache Painting education in Taiwan. With
Tunghai's humanistic-spirit as a guideline, our army of dedicated teachers has established deep humanistic
roots and artistic sensitivity in the department, leading the future generation of creators in an excellent direction.

~ Tunghai's Department of Fine Arts is (and will continue to be) home to artistic talent from every generation in
Taiwan. To show the world the artistic achievements of Tunghai that combine the classic and the modem,
an exhibition called Humanities and Humanitarians will be held in the National Museum of History. Organized
by department of fine arts director Chan Chien-yu and associate professor Li Szu-hsien, this exhibition will
showcase a selection of outstanding works from both professors and alumni. The exhibition aims to — through
conversation between Chinese water-and-ink paintings and Eastern Gouache art — bring to life Tunghai's belief
that paintings of the literati tell stories about humanities, and provide a comprehensive art exhibition. | write this
foreword to wish success to the exhibition and to thank Mr. Chang Yui-tan, Director of National Museum of
History, for his kind hospitality and support through the entire process of planning the exhibition.

= Tunghai University President %”M #;'AJ?
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