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In debating with myself the contents of your letters
I have been put to a great agony'; not knowing how to
understand them, whether to my disadvantage as shown in
some places, or to my advantage as in others. I beseech® you
now with all my heart definitely to let me know your whole
mind as to the love between us; for necessity compels® me to
p[ague“ you for a reply, having been for more than a year

I 9

now struck by the dart of love, and being uncertain either

of failure or of finding a place in your heart and affection,
Which point has certainly kept me for some time from naming
you my mistress, since if you only love me with an ordinary
love the name is not appropriate to you, seeing that it stands

for an uncommon position very remote from the ordinary;

but if it pleases you to do the duty of a true, loyal mistress and _
© friend, and to give yourself body and heart to me, who have

been, and will be, your very loyal servant (if your rigour® does

not forbid me), I promise you that not only the name will be -

due to you, but also to take you as my sole mistress, casting off
all others than vourself out of mind and affection, and to serve
you only; begging you to make me a complete reply to this my
rude letter as to how far and in what I can trust; and if it does

not please you to reply in writing, to let me know of some place ;

where I can have it by word of mouth, the which place T will

seek out with all my heart. No more for fear of wearying you.
Written by the hand of him who would willingly remain

Yours.
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. Livy dear, ‘
g I have already mailed today'’s letter, but I am so proud -

- of my privilege of writing the dearest girl in the world

" whenever I please, that I must add a few (ines if only to say
" I love you, Livy. For I do love you, Livy... as the dew loves

~ the flowers; as the birds love the sunshine; as the wavelets'

. love the breeze; as mothers love their first-born; as memory =

— . loves old faces; as the yearning tides love the moon; as the -

angels love the pure in heart... :

=

: Take my kiss and my benediction®, and try to be
~~  reconciled to’ the fact that I am. =
<7 Yours forever, - 4
= Sam

£ EOH 4%,

K2 RYEFEET, KEF 2RSS ECTHE, REREEZ, #
TALER LR RIRYLBINEGE . RL AR LY, BRRBG L KER,
RAGE HRRFEFH. RALE, AAPREYDER, BHELE - I FHHK
EHE, BAREHA, BAREZHAN, #FRZLOYE~IBF—H. K F
R, ERLLTRTARZHDIN, TLHOMAKETAR, RELEFHTYH s Z

FBEZIKGEDFEINAR, BZINLFEL: Rizb TR,
i 4
1. wavelet ['wervltt] n. # ik, ik 3. reconciled to #w; 42%
2. benediction [benr'dikf(a)n] n. #4%; B4

006



q%*%ffﬁii

—E TR

b ' " v A )
' ]
i 4 ) )

|
j

15 February 1869, Ohio
Livy, darling, how are you this morning? For it is
morning, I guess, in as much as it is only half past 9, &
I have not got up yet. I only awoke a little while ago, &
naturally thought of you the first thing.
I told Mrs. Fairbanks to have the ring made, & then
express it to me at Elmira so that it would reach there about
the 20th. And so you see I can put it on your finger myself,
my precious little wife.
! I wrote Twichell a short note yesterday to thank him
for his kind efforts in forwarding our affairs. I told him we
meant to lead a useful, unostentatious* & earnest religious
life, &that I should unite with the church as soon as I was
settled; &that both of us, on these accounts®’, would prefer
the quiet, moral atmosphere of Hartford to the driving,
ambitious ways of Cleveland. I wanted him to understand
that what we want is a home—we are done with the shows
& vanities® of life & are ready to enter upon its realities
that we are tived of chasing its phantoms’ & shadows, &are
ready to grasp its substance. At least I am—& “I” means - e
both of us, &"both of us” means I of course—for are not we _
Twain one flesh ? -
Clouding up again—well, is it never going to clear off?
I will go to sleep again. Take this loving Riss & go to bed
yourself, my idol.
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P ERO0Y, BNBEENEEHNER. 2R — ‘& 24646, 24 “4®°
LA R —RAAIBRNBATELH ~KRT 5? |
IALZEFT—R | FERABTAHHED? REALBTC, BERX
RibETYY, Kk tbrme, KHBE. ;

#aa
FTREBN
1869 2 4 158
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MEXWHANLEEED T - LB LHS, EHFATER AR EXRBHEARE,
1868 £, T3 - A ERERANERZHE, REANETI I BT, BiF¥ ERMILE bR
W, WARWRAR, RE+THRE, AKX, AR ERR, BEXRRAFRHEAET
K, UEBHMEL, AALTNANAERHTEANE, AANNAEFEREXD 7 - HER
ABRAEED, MABSARSWERRE, AHEHEH. BAUE. Dx  LERGEEES
BHARAE, F REAETH G i K EMAERE, oFkApiEL, Bl spsyEs.

EAWEHEE, T -dBRALEANETTY 14 HES, FEAEANETRUERE
MENEEFL EHEAGFBEEAT S, SARTECHEEA R, RA L CHRAEHAT,
AR, B3 - F L8R, 187045, ZRMHMEAN, T HBL M4 YHANETXTT
BEWNEL WA-L£HMEHEE. BHER.,

e E® o
4. unostentatious [,anosten'terfes] adj. R EHith; % 6. vanity ['veenatr] n. E¥w; T&; 4 AMMEGAS
o, REHE 7. phantom ['feentem] n. & 2 ; ©#; Eix

5. onthese accounts Hit, T2; & FXxLRE
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. You know my heart; you know that all there is
~  desire, thought, boding and longing; you live among =~
- spirits and they give you divine wisdom. You must
nourish me; you give all that in advance, which I do not -l o
understand to ask for. My mind has a small embrace, -
] my love a large one; you must bring them to a balance. ., _
> Love cannot be quiet till the mind matches its growth;
h you are matched to my love; you are friendly, kRind, and ;
indulgent'; et me know when my heart is off the balance. — ~
I understand your silent signs. >
A look from your eyes into mine, a Riss from you g/ e
upon my lips, instructs me in all, what might seem
delighted to learn, — to one who, like me, had experience
Jrom those. I am far from you; mine are become strange =
to me. I must ever return in thought to that hour when - /-
you hold me in the soft fold of your arm. Then I begin to ; -~
weep, but the tears dry again unawares. Jes, he reaches
with his love (thus I think) over to me in this concealed
stillness; and should not 1, with my eternaf undisturbed *
= loving, reach to him in the distance? Ah, conceive what * ;
my heart has to say to you; it overflows with soft sighs * .
all whisper to you. Be my only happiness on earth your A:‘//
friendly will to me. O, dear friend, give me but a sign

= that you are conscious of me.



