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sighs of desperation and anxiety spreading throughout the cabin
like a tidal wave, and we hadn’t even taken off yet. Thirty minutes
passed and we were still sitting there. Then the voice of the pilot
came over the intercom again, “Ladies and gentlemen, I know you
are frustrated — so are we — we know you are hot. We only have
one engine going right now, and it is working double time.”

Click.

There were moans as if we had all boarded a vessel of doom.
It seemed that we were all seated in an alummum casket, buckled
next to strangers. After all, the pilot said he was frustrated. He told
us our one engine was working double time, and his elaborate plan
was to get up in the air, and see what happens! Then we did. We
got up in the air, and what happened? Nothing — other than thrust
and lift. We arrived in Norfolk, and no sooner had the wheels
touched the tarmac than a round of applause burst out, as everyone
throughout the airplane simultaneously breathed a sigh of relief.

Although I do sincerely like to have a plan better than “see
what happens™ worked out when flying, it really isn’t such a bad
life strategy. Sometimes adjustments would be made in the air, or
shall we say, in the middle of the process. When traveling, I still
hope that my pilot has a more detailed plan than “We will see what
happens.” However, in life, it isn’t such a bad strategy, after all.
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Hillary — a woman'’s presidential dream

Born in a wealthy business family and graduating from Law
School of Yale University, Hillary struggled for thirty years on the
US political stage and was once the First Lady, Federal Senator and
Secretary of State. She is an outstanding but controversial woman
in this day and age, since she is rich in not only political experience
but also scandals, including the Benghazi attack, the email scandal.
and those sinister schemes of the Clinton Foundation, etc. Hillary,
nearly 70 years old now, ran for the US president twice, only being
left nothing but a shattered dream. Maybe this is the time when
she stops being lonely and finally starts to enjoy an ordinary but
colorful life.
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Theresa May — the “Iron Lady” who cleans up the mess

The mess left by men is finally for women to clean up. After the
worldwide-appalling “Brexit”, Cameron has successfully thrown
Theresa into the aftermath. A remain campaigner as she was, Theresa
insists that “Brexit means Brexit”. Since taking office, she has
already shown her calmness, humbleness, efficiency and formidable
leadership. With May holding the rein, where will Britain go?
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Aung San Suu Kyi — a true democrat
Born in turbulent era, Aung San Suu Kyi left her nation after her father
was assassinated when she was two years old. At the age of 43, she returned

to establish a political party. Just as she was gaining popularity among
the mass, she was put under house arrest at the age of 44 and was not
released until 21 years later. From “the perfect prisoner” to today’s rudder
of Myanmar, she is the daughter of “Father of Myanmar™ — Aung San Suu
Kyi. She could have given up her fight and returned to her happy family,
but she dumped her life. After the political setbacks in Myanmar, neither
did she shrink back nor turn away. She held fast to her position. Thus, her
strong spirit and pure image have made her the hope of future for Burmese.
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Merkel — the undisputed *“Big Sister”

From a PhD in physics to a role on the political stage, from an
eastern German to the symbol of German unification, she is Merkel,
the first female chancellor in German history. Her greatest feat,
beyond doubt. was curbing European debt crisis successfully. Facing
the European migrant crisis, she advocated the policy of “Open
the Door” and put forward the slogan “We are able to manage it”.
However, the influx of refugees not only caused serious social security
problems but also bred unprecedented terrorism and political tsunami.
Will her decisions throw the future of entire Europe to doom?
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My cousin had a blind date with a boy who is tall and honest. They
chatted for a while, and then the boy started staring at his smart phone.
Seeing that, my cousin thought maybe he was not interested in her. So
she found an excuse and was ready to leave. Unexpectedly, the boy
grabbed her and said, “Wait a minute please. I'm searching for tips on
hitting on a girl I adore properly!”
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‘A friend of mine wanted a computer and a Xiaomi phone. One day,
he saw a privileged offer “Buy one get one free” on a website. It says
that if you buy a computer, you will get Xiaomi as a free gift. My friend
purchased one excitedly. A few days later, I asked him about the review
of Xiaomi after using it for a while. He answered with his lips twitching:
“Yummy!”
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When I was young once I made a mistake. My dad couldn’t stand it
anymore, so he insisted on beating me up. My mom interceded for me:
“Spare him this time. You can beat him if he repeats it next time.” My
dad said angrily: “What if he doesn’t make such a mistake next time?”
INHEE—RHEE T E, BRI RNESIEBRER AT BEAEKE: “R*
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g'%y cousin, a migrant worker, was coming back

for Spring Festival. Since she had been away from
home for years, my uncle got up early and waited for
her right at the entrance to the village. While waiting,
he chatted with others. Suddenly, they saw a young
girl was walking towards them not far away, scantily
clad and looking rather cheap. My uncle frowned,
and said in disgust, “How can she dress herself up
like this? Were she my daughter, I would drown her
into the pool in no time!” Before he finished, the
girl reached out her arms, rushing towards him and
shouting cheerfully, “Daddy, I'm back...”
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¥({randpa was a retired teacher. One day, my
little brother came back from school complaining
with tears, “My deskmate was sleeping during class.
The teacher tried to wake him up by throwing a
piece of chalk at him. However, he missed his target
and the chalk hit on my head instead...” Hearing
this, grandpa sighed, “Young teachers nowadays
disappoint me... I just cannot imagine how a teacher
could miss his target.”
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; In the morning, when I was hanging out with my
friend, we met a girl holding a dog. My friend said:
“Look, it’s a Husky.” The girl turned around and
said to him: “No, it’s an Alaskan Malamute.” In the
afternoon, we met a man with his dog. “Look, it’s
a Satwatdikh.” My friend shouted with excitement
again. He meant “‘Alaskan Malamute”.
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There is a bottle
of beer at home. I
thought, “Wow, beer
goes best with chewy
meat.” So I called my wife who was shopping and
asked her to buy some chewy stuff for dinner. She
said no problem and came back home with some
sugarcane in the late afternoon.
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b I went to an ATM to withdraw some money

today and a sentence on it seemed to say, “Don’t
break it.” I wondered how rough I would be to have
it broken. As I was thinking, I inserted my card
into the ATM, only to find it stuck in the machine.
And it suddenly occurred to me that a period was
missing, and it meant “Don’t insert cards. It is
broken”.
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=y When I was a kid, Dad was good-natured

and always affable. He never hit me, until once
I pissed him off and was soundly beaten for
being too naughty. Standing by and watching
him, Mom said with utter adoration, “Darling,
you are so imposing when you hit him!” Guess
what happened next! Dad began to show his
imposingness now and then.
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My niece is afraid of her teacher in the
kindergarten. One day she didn’t want to go to school.
I threatened to call her teacher to discipline her at
home. After thinking for a while, she said, “You can’t
fool me, uncle. My teacher will never give you her
phone number because you’re so ugly.” Damn it, I
don’t care whether she’d go or not. Leave me alone...
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K\“'r’ “What difference would it make if you have a
tactful wife who could please your parents? I know,
that is being son-in-law in both your wife’s and your
own families. Whenever I'm home from work, my

] biological parents will greet me, “Look, our son-in-
law’s back.”
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K\‘V‘ /My husband and I saw a truck full of pigs when
we were hanging around today. I joked with him, “Did
you see that, Darling? They are all your relatives.” He
replied peacefully, “Hadn’t I married you, I wouldn’t
have had these relatives.”
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B /My ex-girlfriend called me, persuading me into
taking out insurance. I refused and told her I had
already got one covered by my employer. However, she
still recommended casualty insurance to me and said, “It
will cover everything including thunder strikes. Since
you’ve made so many frivolous vows before, you’d
better give it a second thought.”
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My wife and I were chatting one night. I joked,
“If one day we both are very old, I wish you will
survive me. You can scatter my ashes out when
you meet villains. For the last time, let me protect
you!” My witty wife replied, “It all depends on
wind’s directions. If your ash goes with wind, then
it’ll be the last protection. If not, it will harm me
for the last time.”
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\v'/A friend of mine accidentally broke an antique
vase when he was fetching files in his boss’s office.
Presuming no one had seen this, he messed up the
office and hurried to tell his boss, “Boss, a thief
came in to your office!” While his boss replied
calmly, “Take it easy. I've got a security camera
there.”
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\Vd’groday a nurse asked
me whether I could bear
pain when I was about to
have an intravenous drip in
the hospital. “Of course.” I
answered bravely. And then,
she assigned an intern to
me.
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