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To the students

Welcome to Learning Chinese Characters of New Practical Chinese
Reader!

New Practical Chinese Reader consists of three books, Textbook, Instructor’s
Manual and Learning Chinese Characters, to meet the needs of both teachers
and students of Chinese as a second language.

Learning Chinese Characters is mainly designed for YOU, the students,
to use for after-class practice. Each lesson has two parts. In the first part,
Learning Chinese Characters, some character components are introduced, and
then you are shown how the components are combined to form characters in the
text. Rules for constructing and writing characters are also given to facilitate
the learning of Chinese characters. In the second part, Writing Exercises, a
variety of exercises are provided for you to practice writing characters.

You will find this book most useful to you. Come on then. Let’s start to

learn Chinese characters. Remember:

Practice makes perfect.
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Chinese characters originated from pictures. The history of their formation is very
long, dating back to remote antiquity. Present-day Chinese characters, which evolved from
ancient Chinese characters, are square-shaped. Here are some examples illustrating their long
evolution:

- 'Tradi'tima}‘:“ i

Bitebire Oracle Bone Small Seal = Official  Chinese @ Simp e

Inscription Character  Script  in Regular  Chinesein
_Sc‘ript | Regu_!_a;r Script

l(, J)% N
A %’ «%’ k J «-”7
I

IWERAELH Basic strokes of Chinese characters

Chinese characters are written by combining various kinds of “strokes”. These strokes

can be divided into “basic” strokes and “combined” strokes.

Basic Stroke  Name  Example  WaytoWrite
. The dot is written from top to bottom-right, as
~N i ¢)
X diin l -] in the first stroke of “I7”.
-_— > heng o The horizontal stroke is written from left to right.
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Basic Stroke

l i shu

L N na

‘Example

The vertical stroke is written from top to bottom,
as in the second stroke of “AK”.

The left-falling stroke is written from top to
bottom-left, as in the second stroke of “7#”.

The right-falling stroke is written from top to
bottom-right, as in the second stroke of “/\.”.

The upward stroke is written from bottom-left to
top-right, as in the fourth stroke of “#&”.

INEHEZANE Learn and write basic Chinese characters

(B
yi

@ I\
ba

{3y 5h
[

& J] CFT)

men

(5) A,
ye

© & (%)

md

one

i
eight

o 5

strength

il

door

A

too, also

N

horse

1 stroke
2 strokes
2 strokes
3 strokes
3 strokes
%\ ﬁwi‘(r'@
3 strokes Py



fREF

mi{‘ T - ,ﬁ

female 3 strokes

Note: ““4” is written as “ 4 ” on the left side of a character.

8 & T e

v

wiu five 4 strokes

©® K Tl A
mu wood 4 strokes i *‘%

Note: “AK” is written as “4” on the left side of a character.

(10) K S Lai Tl kel

hud fire 4 strokes | ' " e
Note: “ K is written as “~~” on the bottom of a character.

INBIBEXHEINE Leamn and write the Chinese character in the text

#& lin
7]:7}—\ B 7}: - )Ii 8 strokes

BRERMEINGRT, FERINERESNE.
Trace over the characters, following the correct stroke order. Then copy the charac-
ters in the blank spaces.

7\ ;N AT T - e




i SEASLUIE RS SR

T ] T a T T
) L L S L L ;
l -] I ] E ] e i 1 i i |
T T T T T T
1k W%M%-,L e e T
‘&J - & : | r l !
b i i i T T i
-1 el ) ,J - | B !’ I 5’
-% rlJ «E-') T % ! | ; [
1 H i
| | i [
| txk el
. E S 1 2 i
i r AT A=
% | : : ! L
| | | z
]},\ -+ + K ;}'\ ;}—\ e, | i o -
i i i { | |
I g | |
| | | | | |

EERESINT, EENFHEBE.

Write the characters in the blank spaces, paying attention to the character components.

|

i | | i

7 I i | | | |
II n # 4 4—\ m%: s Tl e s B -7 -

| | | | |

|

ABNNEREHE, FHRIASTHENEE, REEX.
Give the pinyin of the following characters and find the corresponding drawings.
Draw a line to connect the two.

(1) K

(2) %

(3) 17




(4) X LA

(5) 4

FERA, RESHARDNILE.

Write as many characters as you can from this lesson without reading the textbook.




INBEZAINFE Learn and write basic Chinese characters

() T

ding

@ 7]

dao

Note: “7]” is written as “ ' ” on the right side of a character.

(3 -3

you

A

nail 2 strokes

3 IJ

knife 2 strokes

Fainl

again 2 strokes

Note: “X” was originally a pictograph of “the right hand”.

4 XK
da

)

kou

6 +

v

tu

T

big 3 strokes
O i o
mouth 3 strokes

-tk

earth 3 strokes

Note: “ £ is written as “4” on the left side of a character.




(M 5% =

lit SiX

® R — AR
bu

(9)}; BERY =

ni nun
(10) =] T
ke can, may

INBIBYHESNE  Learn and write the Chinese characters in the text

(1D " ma (%5 )
V__ﬂ.]—>u 4 __%

(“»” denotes the meaning of speaking, “ % (md)” denotes the pronunciation.)

(2) & ne
R+ R

(“=” denotes the meaning of speaking, “/¢(ni)” denotes the pronunciation.)

(3) %444 mama (4545 )

34— 4 + g

(“4” denotes the meaning of woman, “Z (md)” denotes the pronunciation.)

(4) <F=F gége
=i ks

4 strokes

4 strokes

5 strokes

5 strokes

6 strokes

8 strokes

6 strokes

10 strokes




RERBNEIRERT, FERINERESNE.

Trace over the characters, following the correct stroke order. Then copy the charac-

ters in the blank spaces.

7] o TR
‘ : : : . : :

| 7 R !
| 7= LRt |
Kl -+ e b
al o Sel L]
£ -z drAf
e i C Fa S Ea R
1 ! |

P T S S
15]‘ R Ja]‘»ﬁj" : ‘
; i a l l . !

EERESINF, FENFHEE.

Write the characters in the blank spaces, paying attention to the character compo-

nents.

| | |
ma v+ 5 W |- | | §
i | 1 I i
ne P N Sal Rt ol
P | | | |
ma 3+ 5 g | | \
! | | | 1 |
A “;T | | i |
e e + 7] f ! !

9 T |




Rt 2
HATILNFARENS, HEESESHEEY.

Give the pinyin of the following characters and write the stroke numbers in the paren-

theses.

(D %__ ( ) (4)F___ ( )
(2)__ ) (5)#__ )
(3)%__ )

HBNNFREHS, HRASTHENEE, REEZ.

Give the pinyin of the following characters and find the corresponding drawings.
Draw a line to connect the two.

(1) 7T

(2) 7]

(3) ?[

FERE, RESHARHMMNF.

Write as many characters as you can from this lesson without reading the textbook.




INEEAINE Learn and write basic Chinese characters

n A ke

rén people, person

2 strokes

Note: On the left side of a character, “A.” is written as “ 1 .

@ - M

shi ten

ORe S
bi dagger

4) \:P ¥ At t:l:r
zhong middle

&) H B 8 1 -
r sun

@ N (a) 1 nnn
bei shell

10

2 strokes

2 strokes

4 strokes

4 strokes

4 strokes

3 ®



