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[Language Learning
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Language Learning

The first thing to realize in studying the English language is that it is primarily
something that is spoken, not written. The introduction of a system of recording

thought and speech by writing (and later by printing) was a very important step for-

ward,and without it we should be very largely ignorant of the ways of life and the modes
of thought of our ancestors. We should be completely shut off from the great minds of
the past,and it would be quite impossible for us to undertake such a study, since we
should have no means of knowing anything about the language of the people who lived in
this country five hundred or a thousand years ago,and still less should we be in a posi-
tion to relate that language to the tongues spoken in other countries. The only means we
have of knowing the kind of language used by Julius Caesar or by King Alfred the Great
—the words they employed and the grammar of their speech—is by studying such writ-
ten documents as have survived, and in the main that will be the method employed by

future generations when they wish to investigate the language of our own age. Now be- 1
cause of this necessity of relying on written documents for learning about language,and
because reading and writing have come to occupy so large a place in our daily lives, there

has grown up a tendency to think of language in terms of the written or printed words.

But printing and writing are only substitutes for speech. In its primary sense language,
as its name implies,is oral. Printing and writing have certainly had an influence on the
development of language—usually displaying a conservative tendency, opposed to too
rapid change or innovation; but in the last resort what is written is determined by what

is said.
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Secondly we must realize that language change is constantly going on. If we look at
a passage from Chaucer (who was writing towards the end of the féurteenth century),
and compare it with the English that is spoken and written today,it is obvious that the
language has altered consider able in the intervening five hundred years or more; and if
we go even further back, we find an even greater difference. These facts are really too
self-evident to need pointing out. Though this evolutionary factor is obvious and gener-
ally recognized, there is frequently a tendency to assume that it is a thing of the past,and
that,in all ‘civilized countries’ at least,language has now become more or less fixed and
set,so that the English, the French and the German of today will be the English, the
French and the German of two centuries hence. This is far from the truth.

In the third place,it should be realized that speech or language is the distinguishing
characteristic of man as such, and is one of the chief attributes which differentiate him
from the other animal species. Why? The answer is probably to be found in the develop-

ment of mind. The species which developed mind and personality also developed speech.

New Words and Expressions

primarily /'praimarili/ adv. vl
ignorant /'ignarant/ adj. TCHE)
mode /'maud/ n. YN
ancestor /'&en;sista/ n. 5
investigate /investigeit/ vt. LB
substitute /'sabstitju:t/ vi, R
tendency /'tendansi/ n. 1
innovation /iinau'veifan/ n. B Fr
resort /rizoit/ vi, R By
4 evolutionary /iivaluzfanari/ adj. AR
2 assume /dsjuim/ ut. BE
distinguish /distingwif/ uL. X 51
characteristic /keeriktaristik/  n. Y
Y attribute /atribju:)t/ n. FFE
s species /'spi:fiz/ n. Ak

[Check your understanding|

I . Answer the following questions briefly according to the passage.
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Is language basically written or spoken?

2. In what way can we know the minds of people lived hundreds of years
ago?

3. What do we rely on in main in daily use of language?

4. What is the difference between oral language and written language?

5. How can we find the evolution trace of language?

6. What do many people think of language used in the “civilized coun-

tries”?

7. What are the differences between human beings and cats?

Summary of useful patterns

Il . There are some useful patterns,read them carefully and translate the Chinese into
English.

1. The first thing to realize in studying the English language is that it is primarily
something that is spoken,not written.

The first thing to realize in friendship is that it is something of trust, not taking

advantage.

ERER T E BZINRB MR RIMEN Y,

2. ... without it we should be very largely ignorant of the ways of life and the
modes of thought of our ancestors.

Without water,we should be dead.

BeA ] i #5 B, AT AT B 58 B TAE

3. We should be completely shut off from the great minds of the past.

Oil should be completely shut off from fire in transportation.

2 Dz AL A TE g é
4. It would be quite impossible for us to undertake such a study,since we should e

have no means of knowing anything about the language of the people who lived in
this country five hundred or a thousand years ago.

It would be impossible for us to cross the river,since we have no ships.

BEARS K&, FHREREANTREN .

5. Printing and writing have certainly had an influence on the development of lan-

guage—usually displaying a conservative tendency,opposed to too rapid change or

innovation.
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Parents usually display a higher expectation to their children,opposed to lower

expectations.

2 0 RLZ SR 2 A, T AR HEVF

6. These facts are really too self-evident to need pointing out." -

The water is too hot to drink.

B, ATA AT RE— K E3A .

7. In the third place,it should be realized that speech or language is the distin-
guishing characteristic of man as such.

Life is the distinguishing characteristic of the earth as such,

ENREERZ U AERRRF A .

[Build up your language "stockl

[II. Fill in blanks with one word given below,and change the form if necessary.

|resort ,primarily,ignorant,investigate, substitute, assume, distinguishir@l

1. Most children received their education from school besides at
home.
2. Most people who could not read are to development of mod-

ern science.

3. The police set up a panel to " the robbery.
4. Scientists are laboring to find for oil.
5. All parties should sit down and discuss it over table before to
force.
6. The parents that their children did well while studying a-
) broad.
4 7. How can you horse from a mule?

IV. Translate the following sentences into English.

L B—RBEAMNERBALZAROER.

2. A EXAZARLENBRBEENGRHEZ —REKR— T TE.

. MEETHHFFRLNBEBFH AR BEBRERRCEF R4 40
w7,

4. A o [ S T A AR A o R
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5. HANTM,.ZRETHT.

6. RAVAFTAHHEbMHFEMERE—AFRE,
7. AT B HT I REIRAE BN

V. Rewrite the following sentences with given expressions,change the form of the

given words if necessary.

1. The first thing to realize in studying the English language is that it is
primarily something that is spoken,not written. (basic)

2. The introduction of a system of recording thought and speech by writ-
ing (and later by printing) was a very important step forward. (in-
vent) )

3. Without it we should be very largely ignorant of the ways of life and
the modes of thought of our ancestors. (know)

4, We should be completely shut off from the great minds of the past.
(keep away from)

5. We should have no means of knowing anything about the space without
telescope. (could)

6. They employed theory of relativity to explain the relationship between
time and space. (use)

7. People often consider a work in terms of payment. (aspect)

Computer-Assisted Language Learning

Computers have been used for language teaching ever since the 1960”s. This 40-
year period can be divided into three main stages: behaviorist CALL, communicative
CALL and integrative CALL.

Behaviorist CALL. In the 1960’s and 1970’ s the first form of computer-assisted
language learning featured repetitive language drills, the so-called drill-and-practice
method. It was based on the behaviorist learning model and as such the computer was
viewed as little more than a mechanical tutor that never grew tired. Behaviorist CALL
was first designed and implemented in the era of the mainframe and the best-known tu-

torial system,PLATO,ran on its own special hardware. It was mainly used for extensive
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%251
drills,explicit grammar instruction,and translation tests.

Communicative CALL. Communicative CALL emerged in the 1970’s and 1980’s as
a reaction to the behaviorist approach to language learning. Proponents of communica-
tive CALL rejected behaviorist approaches at both the theoretical and pedagogical level.
They stressed that CALL should focus more on using forms rather than on the forms
themselves. Grammar should be taught implicitly and students should be encouraged to
generate original utterances instead of manipulating prefabricated forms. This form of
computer-based instruction corresponded to cognitive theories which recognized that
learning was a creative process of discovery, expression and development. The main-
frame was replaced by personal computers that allowed greater possibilities for individu-
al work. Popular CALL software in this era included text reconstruction programmers
and simulations.

Integrative CALL. The last stage of computer-assisted language learning is integra-
tive CALL. Communicative CALL was criticized for using the computer in an ad hoc and
disconnecting fashion and using the computer to make a greater contribution to marginal
rather than central elements of language learning. Teachers have moved away from a
cognitive view of communicative language teaching to a socio-cognitive view that empha-
sizes real language use in a meaningful,authentic context. Integrative CALL seeks both
to integrate the various skills of language learning (listening,speaking, writing and read-

ing) and to integrate technology more fully into language teaching. To this end the mul-

timedia-networked computer provides a range of informational,communicative,and pub-

lishing tools that are potentially available to every student,

New Words and Expressions

behaviorist /biheivjarist/ n. TREXE

integrative /'intigreitiv/ adj. ZAEN,— kb
6 repetitive /ripetitiv/ adj. HEH

tutor /tjuta/ n. F0H, 5 5 R

implement /'implimant/ ut. AT, SE

explicit /ik'splisit/ adj. B A9, TR BA Y

approach /aprautf/ n, T

pedagogical / pedagodsikal/ adj. B

utterance /'aterans/ n. PiiE

manipulate /manipjuleit/ vt. BeAE, B

prefabricate /'prizfaebrikeit/ vt. i 4 il 4
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marginal /'ma:dzinal/ adj. I, A EER
cognitive /'’kognitiv/ adj. NAHIE
authentic /or0entik/ adj. H LAY

[Check your understanding|

| . Decide whether the following statements are right or wrong with T for the

right and F for the wrong.

[J1. Computers have been used for language teaching ever since its birth.

[J2. CALL can be divided into three categories.

[13. The early CALL is to repeat what one learned with computer.

[]4. Behaviorist CALL is a mechanical tutor.

[]5. Students should speak their own sentences instead of imitating the
sentences in communicative CALL.

[16. Technology development made it possible for communicative CALL.

[Build up your langunage stock

[l . Name translation. Most English names have their own meaning; try to trans-

late the following names into Chinese.

LEO

MARS

NICHOLAS

ROCK

SPIKE

TYLER ;é

I[[ . Fill in blanks with one word given,and change the form if necessary, e ]

assured, proceed, fatigue, particular,in case, preferable,disposal, |4

benefit, called off, pledge

1. A dark suit is to a light one for evening wear.
2. 1 suffered from mental because of stress from my work.

3. You will not be about your food in time of great hunger.
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4. Don’t let the child play with scissors he cuts himself.
5. The rest of the day was entirely at his for reading or recreation.
6. Not only the professionals but also the amateurs will from

the new training facilities.

~

She her trip to New York because she was ill.

He gave a to handle the affair in a friendly manner.
He was proud of being chosen to participate in the game and he
us that he would try as hard as possible.

10. The work was almost completed when we received orders to

no further with it.
[V. Translate the English sentences into Chinese.

1. I was about to rub a match when I remembered Tom’s warning.

2. As well as the danger from enemy action, people had to cope with a se-
vere shortage of food,clothing,fuel and almost everything.

3. Mr. Smith was the only witness who said that the fire was deliberate.

4. Areas where students have particular difficulty have been treated with

particular care.

5. We should concentrate on sharply reducing interest rates to pull the e-
conomy out of recession.

6. Crime is increasing worldwide, and there is reason to believe the trend
will continue in the next decade.

7. You shouldn’t have written in the margin since the book belongs to the
library.

8. This is the nurse who attended to me when I was ill in hospital.

Applied Writing

Letter of Complaint

Lotus Hotel
Tel: 26246
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Aug. 15,2005

To the Luggage Office

Gentlemen,

I arrived in Beijing from Wuhan this morning by Z45. I registered a trunk at Wuhan
Station. When I went to your luggage office, I was told that it was missing. The check
I hold is No. 14523. I shall be very obliged if you will kindly trace the missing article at
once,as there in it many important things,of which I am in urgent need. My trunk bears
my personal name “James Smith”. Attached to its handle is a parchment label marked

with my name and address. I am now staying in the Lotus Hotel in Beijing. If you have

retrieved it, please notify me or give me a call.
Thanks!

James Smith

New Words and Expressions

trunk /trapk/ von. TEH
register /'redgzista/ ut. M, Bl
oblige /ablaidz/ ut. B, AL
parchment /'pa:tfmant/ n. Ey g
retrieve /ritrizv/ vt, % EEl

|Comprehension check|

| . Fill in blanks with information from the letter.

1. James Smith can be found at the phone number of at Lotus
Hotel.
2. This letter was written by James on ’ 9

3. James missed his when he arrived in Beijing.
4. The name of James can be found on 1 BB

\Simulated writing|

[l . Write a letter in answering the above one concerning the missing trunk.
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[lI. Translate the following certificate into Chinese.

Certificate

This is to certify that Mr. John Morgan,of British Nationality,male,aged 40,is an
electronics expert in the employ of our academy. He holds a British passport and has
taken up quarters with us: Flat 3,4th Floor, Dormitory 12,Chinese Academy of Science.
Mr. John Morgan has registered temporary residence with the police station of the dis-
trict under the Public Security Bureau of the Municipal Government of Beijing.

Chinese Academy of Science
March 29th, 2005

L)AL

Q\y@)l & ('A/éqm'/wg/ and %@wé{m/gf

RS

New Words and Expressions

caffeine /'keefin/ n. e B, A
addict /adikt/ ut. fUTES , i o
n. AR ARHA
hook /huk/ n. B, me
. B, Uik, LR
shaky /'feiki/ adj. KE 55 69, W) 38 S 10, Bh R A9
fanatic /fanaetik/ n. ERE BEEE AXE
adj. ERE,EHREN

EESSSSSSS | Listening comprehension|

[ . Listen to the following dialogues and choose one best for the questions.

1. Q: What are they talking about?

A. How to use a camera.

B. How to use a washer.
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C. How to use a keyboard.

D. How to use a tape recorder.

2. Q: What does the woman imply?

A. They should put the meeting to an end.

B. They should hold another meeting to discuss the matter.

C. She would like to discuss another item.

D. She wants to discuss the issue again later.

3. Q: What’s the man’s opinion about the Browns” investment?
A. He believes the Browns have done a sensible thing.

B. He doesn’t think the Browns should move to another place.
C. He doesn’t think the Browns’ investment is a wise move.
D. He believes it is better for the Browns to invest later.

4. Q: What will Mr. Peterson do with his old house?

A. He may convert it and use it as a restaurant.

B. He may pull it down and build a new restaurant.

C. He may rent it out for using as a restaurant.

D. He may sell it to the owner of a restaurant.

5. Q: What problem does the woman have with the course?
A. She doesn’t like the way the professor lectures.

B. She’s having a hard time following the professor’s lectures.
C. She is not interested in course.

D. She’s having difficulty with the heavy reading assignments.

Simulated writingi

Il . Fill in blanks in the dialogue with given Chinese.

Mike 1 (MG AR R ARME ) T have got some caffeine, .
Susan: How many cokes have you had today? %
Mike: This is my third. 2 (FREFKE=PUMHA%&.) ’m a coke

addict,

Susan: You should really try to cut down.

Mike: Why? I love it. Okay. I admit it. I’m hooked on caffeine.

Susan: It’s not just the caffeine, 3 (MEHXEHma.) Al
that sugar and caffeine can’t be good for you.

Mike: Oh,1 know it. But I just can’t stép. I’ ve had this caffeine habit for

years.




