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The Chinese nation has a long-standing history and a
splendid culture which developed to a new height in
Emperor Kangxi and Qianlong’ s flourishing age in the
Ching dynasty. All the out-standing achievements of
thought and culture in that period are the creative col-
lection of the Chinese ancient thought and culture of
thousands of years. One typical phenomenon of the
thought and culture is the appearance of the Mulan
Hunting Yard and the Temperary Palaces outside the
Great Wall. The Summer Mountain Resort, which was
one of the temperary palaces, once became the second
political and culture central of the Ching dynasty. At
the 290th anniversary of the founding of the Summer
Mountain Resort, I proposed and edited the book “The
Summer Mountain Resort and the Eight Outer Tem-

ples”, in which, I give a complete description and ex-

planation of the whole appearence and internal value of
the Summer Mountain Resort and the surrounding tem-
ples. The edition and publishing of the book is an im-
portant part of the work to apply to the United Nations
to have the Summer Mountain Resort and the surround-
ing temples listed as the world culture heritage and the
book plays an important role to help people further un-
derstand the history and culture of China. After a suc-
cessfull application, according to the original plan, I be-
gan the edition of the book’ s companion volume —
“Mulan Hunting Yard the Temperary Palaces Qutside
the Great Wall”.

During the long development of the history of the
Chinese nation, with innumerable national conflicts and
fusion, an united multi-national country was finally
founded and strengthened during Emperor Kangxi and
Qian Long’s reign. By using the historical experience of
national policies of successive dynasties, a series of im-
portant policies and measures were made. In order to
consolidate territory and state power, and strengthen
the unity of different nationalities, these important
measures are to set up Mulan Hunting Yard and the
Temperary Palaces Qutside the Great Wall and build the
royal temples to mak_e Chengde to be a political centre of
handling national relations and consolidating the north-
ern territory and other important matters outside the
capital. With the forming and the development of the
political centre, Chengde gradually became the centre of
the culture of the Ching dynasty. Being a comprehen-
sive and melting culture and the outcome of multi-na-
tional culture, the culture of the Ching dynasty is the
summary, the heritage and the development of the Chi-
nese ancient culture in thousands of years. The Mulan
Hunting Yard and the Temperary Palaces Outside the
Great Wall (especially the Summer Mountain Resort)
and the Royal temples are the concentrated reflection of
this kind of culture. The historical significance and the
culture value of the Mulan Hunting Yard, the Temper-
ary Palaces Outside the Great Wall and the Royal tem-
ples can not be separated. For the convenience of edit-

ing, we use the means to make the two books having



the standpoint unified, to make each book having their
own emphasis according to their content. In the book
“The Summer Resort and the Eight outer Temples”,
we especially separated the Summer Mountain Ressort
from the Temperary Palaces Outside the Great Wall to
edited it together with the temples around. This means

to pay a particular emphasis on revealing the culture val-

ue and the historical position of “the three great achive-

ment collections” (collection of Chinese ancient religious
culture, collection of ancient garden art, collection of
ancient architectural art.) In this book, we edited the
Mulan Hunting Yard and Temperary Palaces QOutside
the Great Wall into one work, in order to pay a particu-
lar emphasis on revealing the great achievement collec-
tion of Chinese ancient national unity thought and na-
tional policy, the important historical cultural value of
historical witness of the founding and strengthening of
the Chinese unitary multinational country and the im-
portant historical position. The aim of our edition is to
expound and prove the internal relations and the whole
value of Mulan Hunting Yard and Temperary Palaces
Outside the Great Wall including the Summer Mountain
Resort.

The Nationality problem is a worldwide problem. As
an unified multi-national country, China accumulates
rich experience in the respect of solving nationality
problems, and forms its own administration and cultural
tradition. The Mulan Hunting Yard and Temperary
Palaces Outside the Great Wall have given expression to
this respect concentratedly. So, it is our unshakable du-
ty to make further tap, study and summarize the rich
cultural heritage. Today, the Chinese people have
reached a new era. The fusion and the unity of the Chi-
nese people are better than any times in the history. Re-
viewing the history and looking forward to the future,
possess important practical significance. Through the
compilation and publishing of this book, we hope it will
help the people understand and know the history of Chi-
nese multi-nationality, recognize the historical in-
evitability of the fusion and unity of the Chinese people.

In the process of editing the book, we paid special at-

tention to the nationality problems as a central clue to
find out the historical law of the development and
progress of national relations. In the respect of the book
structure, the book first shows the macrobackground
and historical circumstances of emergence and construc-
tion of Mulan Hunting Yard and Temperary Palaces
Outside the Great Wall, their structure, shape, pros-
perity and decline with full and accurate data and plenti-
ful pictures so as to show the historical prospect of the
Mulan Hunting Yard and Temperary Palaces Outside
the Great Wall; to describe the history of Ching dynasty
from prosperity to decline. In the part of appendix, we
selected and edited some royal poems and some verses of
past dynasties related to Mulan Hunting Yard and Tem-
perary Palaces QOutside the Great Wall, and illustrated
the pictures and photos in the book. These poems and
illustrations probablly play a refernce role to a certain
degree in helping people understand and study Mulan
Hunting Yard and Temperary Palaces Qutside the Great
Wall from different sides. We also made every effort to
select photos for the book to integrate the characteristic
of record of actual events and arts, to make these photos
having aesthetic meaning and historical implication. In
the way of writing of the book, we put particular em-
phasis on evaluating in introduction with distinct, easy
and smooth language to let people obtain enjoyment of
beauty in reading the book. The title of the book is
picked up from the royal inscription by Emperor Kangx-
i, to make integrated with the book.

In order to realize the aim of editing the book, my
colleagues and I made the on-the-spot investigation for a
long time in Mulan Hunting Yard and Temperary
Palaces Outside the Great Wall and the areas around
them, and consulted a large number of historical docu-
ments. We are glad to offer these documents for the
people. In the book, we borrowed materials from many
specialists and researchers and received support from rel-
evant departments. Here we would like to express our
sincere thanks. At the same time, we also hope that
specialists concerned would point out the inappropriate

part in the book for correction.
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