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FOREWORD

The International Gymnastics Friendship Invitation Tournament, held in Shanghai
in June 1978, is unforgettable as a friendly contest of skill, elegance and strength.

Participating in the Tournament were gymnasts from Canada, the Democratic

People’s Republic of Korea, Egypt, France, Holland, Japan, Romania and China.

Shanghai is one of the most sports-conscious cities in China. The Shanghai people
take such an interest in gymnastics that the 18,000-seat Shanghai Stadium, where the
contests were staged, was filled to capacity throughout the Tournament.

The spectators were deeply impressed by the keen competition and high standard
of performance. The magnificent exhibition given by world champion Nadia Comaneci
was warmly acclaimed. The Chinese teams, young as they were, made a good showing
and carried off both the men’s and women’s team titles. Tsai Huan-tsung and Li
Yueh-chiu of the men’s team, and Liu Ya-chun, Chu Cheng, Ma Yer-hung and Ma
Wen-chu of the women’s team were highly appraised by friends from international
gymnastics circles. Particular mention may be made of 14-year-old Ma Yen-hung,
who drew the spotlight by earning 9.95 points for the uneven bars. Gymnasts from
the D.P.R.K., Japan, Canada, France, Holland and Egypt also gave wonderful

performances.

Assembled in Shanghai, gymnasts from these countries had the opportunity to
exchange experience and learn from each other and, above all, to know each other
better. They came to China as envoys of goodwill and returned home with warm
messages from the Chinese people. Indeed, the Tournament will be remembered as a
grand gathering of unity and friendship.



Yﬁ‘\' jﬂzm’: ﬂ], T 7]”;]‘7: ?;l Welcome, friends from af



Meeting like old friends.
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Korean and Chinese gymnasts discussing

some technical problems.
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Inspecting scoring equipment.



T« HLAF(E)HIENHH L. Romania’s Comaneci doing practice,
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Comaneci on the uneven bars,
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Nadia Comaneci .
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...on the floor,
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...executing an aerial walkover forward on the beam,
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Like dear sisters.
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A home from home.







