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Culture Matters




{:Part I Long Passages

| Passage One

A

2

Globalization and Its Effect on Cultural Diversity
Svetlana Gibson

The discussion regarding the effects of globalization on cultural diversity is a challenging
debate. The advancement of technology dissolves international boundaries and opens cultures to a
whole new stage, enabling globalization to occur. Globalization can be an empowering unity. It can
interconnect the world, support economic development, provide information availability and assist in
developing a global village. Globalization provides both negative and positive influences on cultural

diversity which can have far reaching impacts.

Due to the widespread access to cultures, a much wider audience than ever before has a gateway
to see, hear and experience phenomena that were never accessible previously. There are a number
of negative impacts globalization has had on cultural diversity, including the influence multinational
corporations have on promoting a consumer culture, exploitation of workers and markets and
influencing social values. This increased availability of commercial media and products can “drown

out” local cultural influences.

Loss of individualism and group identity will occur when globalization encourages a “Western
ideal of individualism”. This promotes a similar set of values and beliefs. The adoption of Western
Culture and ideologies is seen as many computer-mediated technologies are developed, marketed and
processed via western markets. The dominant population and culture of the day determine the next
greatest technology along with the next commercialized tool that will be offered up to the masses
and longed for by those who are at arm’s reach of financially obtaining these devices. Kanuka (2008)
also cites that e-learning technologies makes colonization everlasting by designing curriculum that

imitates the cognitive ( \AIfJ ) styles of the dominant culture. Not having access to technologies

Firtc i PSRl e o)



that are present in the classroom, combined with an education system adapted to the dominant
society can be a vital combination for non-dominant cultures. The present education, legal and power
structures reflect western ideas and philosophies. These western ideas are easily assimilated into
other cultures and serve as typical examples with far reaching effects. There is an assumption that the
values and ideologies of the “Global North” will provide a suitable framework for the new knowledge

economies of the developing “Global South” (Youngman, 2000).

Globalization allows further colonization which impacts intellectual prbperty (FHHR ) and
cultural rights. Global access to information has opened the gateway to acquiring cultural property
and information. Many view that ‘if it is out there it is free for the taking’, which includes cultural
signs, songs, dance, religious ceremonies and so on. These symbols of a culture are viewed as a
living heritage and are an integral part of identity. Using images, reselling them and mis-representing
these rights are considered property theft and a hateful crime against communities. It is difficult to
monitor or control what is out on the Internet and therefore difficult to prevent and prosecute ( #5345 )

appropriately.

The technological global mecca ( &M ) can be empowering for various cultures as it allows
self-representation and information sharing on a whole new level. Technology provides a medium
where description of images and portrayals of self-identity can provide the means in which common
sense can be established. Global media centers allow cultures a distinctive voice to promote
awareness and provide public knowledge and understanding of their stories and identities. It also
allows for the communication of their relevant accounts and remarks on issues that are important in
preserving the culture and knowledge acquisition of cultural ways—allowing them to retain their
diversity. Being in charge of their own media production companies allows control of their artifacts,
signs and symbols that are regarded as cultural property. When cultures are in control of their own
public images they are better equipped to manage and represent their images appropriately without

misrepresentation.

Instead of destroying some cultures, as others predicted, mass media assists in the refreshing,
revitalizing and restoring of cultural preservation of nations. Technology can be used to preserve
language, customs and culture. Technology allows for self-representation and preservation of personal
and collective identity by providing autonomy ( 5% ) and empowerment. Global technology has
provided the opportunity to redefine collective identity along with identifying a place for distinctive
cultures. Global social, political and economic networks, combined with common goals, will no
doubt enable the emerging empowerment among cultural peoples. This is far more advantageous than

individual communities or groups coming forward to raise global or local concerns.

Unit 1 Culture Matters 3
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Global positioning of cultural groups allows social and political power that has previously not
been seen. Example 1: Middle East and North Africa empowerment of civil society networks that
were developed through the availability of technology, have afforded the possibility to overcome
political and geographical boundaries resulting in international support for democracy, health,
environment and development issues. Example 2: The recent Tunisia ( ¢/l ) Revolution.
Example 3: The recent Egyption Revolution. A major part of these revolutions can be attributed to
social networking and information exchanges made possible by networking platforms like Facebook

and Twitter. These methods provide information sharing on a whole new level.

Utilizing global networking provides the opportunity to problem-solve and strategize with other
cultures that are experiencing similar challenges in adapting to technological change. It can become a
platform to mobilize ideas, viewpoints, campaigns and strategies to protect and cultivate interests and
gain political power. Global technology can become a stage for public support and public awareness
leading to public acceptance. Relationships are a key component of communities and communication
technoiogy thereby provides the ability to cultivate and strengthen relationships over the miles, creating

what is commonly known as a global village. These efforts allow cultures to remain untouched.

Global awareness provides many benefits, including public focus on government policies, access
to education, living conditions, and injustices, which promotes economic pressure from foreign
countries to promote national change. Cultural awareness leads to empathy ( 3£ ) , understanding
and tolerance, while global markets can lead to employment, economic and educational opportunities.
The positive side of this discussion recognizes that in the history of mankind, there have been many
periods of time when greater communication between cultures has lead to a flowering of creativity.
Periclean Athens and Renaissance Italy are cited as prime examples. Diversity has become valued

internationally, and is promoted through international organizétions. (1023 words)

rections: Each of the Jollowing statements contains infbrmdtibﬁ‘given~ in
, pamgraphs in the passage above. Identify the paragraph Sfrom whzch
the mformatton is derzved You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each

paragraph is marked with a letter.

ﬂﬂuﬂ""ﬂ“ﬁ"””"NﬂHHHHHHHHHHHHHlHHHHHHHHHNHHHHUHHHHH“H”HHHHHHHHHHUHH”HHHHHHHﬁﬁHHHHHHt

1. Globalization has a lot-of negative influence on societal values.
2. Global access to information will possibly damage some cultural heritages,

which is difficult to supervise.

STHIH T
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3. Networks like Facebook and Twitter can make some revolutions possible.

. An overview of the history of mankind demonstrates us that globalization has

many benefits in various aspects, including politics, economics and cultures.

5. The improvement of technology can contribute to the formation of globalization.

. When technologies based on computer are widely used through western markets

in global environment, the Western Culture and ideologies will be adopted.

. Technological globalization can provide various cultures the opportunity to

represent their images, stories and identities appropriately.

. Global networking plays an important role in problem-solving and puts forward

some suggestions to other cultures suffering similar difficulties.

. In Kanuka’s opinion, people will follow the cognitive styles of the dominant

culture since e-learning technologies strengthen colonization.
Mass media can help to refresh and renew cultural preservation of nations, such

as language, customs and culture.

OO e e e e e e e e e e e e e e v et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Can You Survive Reverse Culture Shock?

T R E A AR AL R AR AN RN AN

Amanda Kendle

A Everybody knows about experiencing culture shock when you visit a country with different

customs, cuisine or language. But sometimes the worst culture shock of all comes when you return

home. Reverse culture shock is the name people give to that feeling of not fitting in to your home

country, and you’re especially at risk of it if you return home after living abroad for an extended time.

The best way to beat reverse culture shock is to be aware of how it might strike. Here are a few of the

experiences you could expect to have once you return home.

B Really, you’ll be surprised how few people show even the slightest bit of interest in the life-

changing trip or period abroad you’ve just returned from. If you’re the kind of person who loves to

Unit 1 Culture Matters



travel a lot, you might have trouble understanding this, because you’re probably the exception to the
rule. I'm the exception who always asks to see everybody’s holiday photographs and get the rundown

on the kinds of places they stayed in and any interesting people they met.

Basically, until someone asks, just keep your exciting experiences to yourself. You might be
lucky enough to have a like-minded friend or two, or a mother like mine who would be interested in
my experiences no matter what they were — take advantage of these people and share some of the
interesting tales you have with them, but be careful not to overload them. You might need them to
still be listening when you return from your next big overseas tour. And a necessary result to this:
don’t take it personally when people you know and care for have no idea what you’ve been doing all

this time.

Once you’ve drunk your favorite coffee again or visited the best CD shop in your neighborhood,
the routine normality of home could hit you hard. While you were living or traveling abroad, even
ordinary everyday tasks might have seemed a bit more exotic or interesting, but at home, going to
the supermarket is not a place where you’ll find a dozen new foods. And if home is a place you lived
most of your life, you probably won’t find any incredible historic attractions that you don’t know

about, either.

Every time I've returned from long periods abroad in countries where I didn’t speak the
language well, one thing that really hit me is how tedious it is to hear everyday conversations in a
language you understand well. Hearing people discuss how long it takes to get to the next bus stop or
complaining about their partner not putting the toilet seat down sounds a whole lot more inferesting

in a foreign language.

It’s a pretty common thread that people who have spent an extended time abroad tend to come
home with some new opinions. Usually — hopefully — these come along with a big dose of open-
mindedness and a heightened interest in other cultures. But for your friends or colleagues who haven’t
left your homeland, these kinds of issues just won’t have the priority that they do for you. Take this
as an example. On a short trip back home in between jobs on different continents, someone I knew
asked me: “How do you be friends with somebody who doesn’t speak English as a first language?”
They already had trouble grasping how I could teach English to Japanese people when I couldn’t
speak their language, but when I told them that people like these had become good friends of mine,

their understanding completely failed them.

Be careful not to drop your travel tales into too many conversations. After traveling pretty

widely, I know I'm guilty of this at times, and there is a clear reaction from some people if I begin a
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story with “When I was on the Trans-Siberian ...”, which seems like one of jealousy. Not everybody
has the same opportunity as you to travel abroad, but they might want to — so be sensitive about who

you discuss your experiences with.

I'd lived in Europe and Asia for six years and taken probably a dozen short trips a year to
different countries and regions. In Europe, budget airlines made it affordable to literally fly to
Paris for the weekend. When I returned to Perth, the most isolated city on earth, getting away to
see something different became much more difficult, and a whole lot more expensive. Just as I was
feeling the most depressed about being back home, my best friend in Germany rang up to ask advice
on how she should celebrate her upcoming big birthday. “I’'m trying to decide between going to New
York or renting a house in Tuscany.” I knew she was serious and that from her base in Germany,
where I used to live too, these ideas didn’t sound at all exotic. But from here in the bottom corner
of the southern hemisphere they sounded sky high impossible. In case you’re interested, she chose

Tuscany.

My reverse culture shock was so bad on visiting home while I lived overseas that I wondered
if I could ever return to Australia. Eventually, I met and married a German who convinced me that
we should give it a go. And it’s turned out fine, but not without some reverse culture shock. For me,
the best way to deal with all of these problems is to ensure the world around me is both multicultural
and supportive. I’ve gone out of my way to make friends with people who speak the languages I've
picked up, or who have had similar experiences living abroad. That makes all the rest of the crazy
reactions and fears of normality decline enough for me to deal with life happily. So far. But I'm still

eager to get away again. ( 1031 words )

Directions: Each of the following statements contains information given in
one of the paragraphs in the passage above. Identify the paragraph from which
the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each

paragraph is marked with a letter.

I!lfllllllillllllllf!lllll|llllllllllilllllllllllIlllllIllillllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII!IIIII!III!IIIIIII!IIIIIII|IIII|I|||IIIII!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllllllllllllt:

1. Making your interesting experiences public is not suggested unless you're asked. §

2. The same topics would be appealing in a foreign language while boring to hear at g

home. =

3. In Europe, it’s inexpensive to take a plane. E
T O
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