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Introduction i

The Topper has a special place in sailing.
Thousands of people learn the basic skills in
Toppers every year.But it snotjustabeginner” s
boat as you will see by reading the later chapters of
this book. Topper fleets are established at many
sailing clubs, and the class association organises a
programme of open meetings and championships
for Topper enthusiasts. The Topper Book is for
beginners and racers, and is organised into four
parts:

Topper ZEALH R Atk 0912 E , A RT
L7749 AdE R Topper & 3] AndT 69 K R4 fk o
12 & T A G IRA A M Topper R E iE A
T H A, RS AR RIRAR AR X
# A5, TopperE s A5 &R 254 & A &
FHANLR— R I AT EN AT R A
B EEA T MFEFSERETH, HAHAEA

5

Part 1 is for beginners and teaches sailors to
rig and sail the boat.

% —3 5 AW F AR R AR R T
We have also introduced the centre mainsheet here,
because most sailors now use it. All the photos show
the boat with gear in race configuration, but to keep
things simple at this stage the race control lines are
shown later in Masterclass 3.
BMEENBIA KRS K F LA F E X
4. TARBRAPHAERAHRZERARE.
oA, ERTHELEHNFLE®
89 KT R R 338 2 AT T o

Part & details the new Topper 4.2 rig. This is
a boon for light sailors (<45kg) and for strong wind
sailing for the less experienced.

5 3 B AT B 69 Topperd. 245 A M &

A, XEERN FTHREZTASMTGMEE A
KR BAAT 69 A 2L o
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Part 3 isan introduction to racing.

If you get up to speed (see Part 1) and employ
these tactics you should be able to win a club
championship.

= Ao AXRTRFERTINNA. o RIR5E
% F IR F — IR I 8 HAL S ELAE 45 ik AT
17, ARHEA PR R R 69 bL IR B
o

Part 4 is a Masterclass with Dave Cockerill,
National Topper Coach. Follow his advice, get

out on the water, practise hard, and the sky” s the
limit- -

And finally, we show you how to have fun in the
Topper... even when you aren Tt sailing!

# 3o A RIDRABILRE . B K A Topper
# i Dave Cockerill ¥ 4 45 17 & i 5 %] 51
%, RBARGHIR--

RJG, EAVEHARILIEAE A Topper #9473 )L
R, PPARAR R ALEAAT

By oEm

THE STORY OF THE TOPPER
Topper I E

The Topper was designed by lan Proctor as a
simple ‘beach boat” and as an introduction to
sailing. Originally made in GRP it was chosen by
ICI to form the core of an experiment to see how
big injection mouldings could be made. Clearly
successful, it is said to be the biggest injection
moulding product in the world some forty years
later. Most boats are made in wood or GRP
(Glassfibre Reinforced Plastic) and increasingly in
Polythene by a rotary moulding technique. The
Topper is unique in that it is made by injecting
polypropylene between two huge moulds in a way
that controls the thickness and allows strengthening
to be placed only where required. The results is an
extremely lightweight and durable boat (especially
compared to the recent upsurge of plastic boats
using rotary moulding techniques) and gives the
Topper its spritely performance.
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Ian Proctor 1 A4 7 #& — A ] £ N TTHR
“Gr i RRAE" @ikt T Topper. ICI (3£E
e TS H) &4 T BOHRM laé’JTopper
RoaXEe A BB A & S K MIA. BR
R AT, Bt Toppers it & ) v+ 4 &
F LR KRG EE o AR S B AhA
AAH RIHERF i, FRMARBHER
RA, RUBBHBERLALMS ., 2
Topper & B Hr b /£ T 4% A A A E K 6948 Bt
FARUCHER, TL P THAREEATE
#, FIRELRZAMATROALE. RER
T RBmEEAAGBK (FHR-LRE
RATOR B H 0 BAARAIL) , KT
Topper$2 75 & ML A2
They have all come out of the same mould and it is
quite possible to find an old Topper in the corner
of a boat park and bring it back to race spec.
With the addition of some new controls and a
reasonable amount of hard work good racing can
be had at a very reasonable cost.
BT A 69 Topper#f A& F| F) — #AE AL %, B4R
RN R CE LM — R 5K AZ M Topper,
RART AR AT, AL —&FF A FoH
REGTAIF, Hh—Lf XEHEL, THRA
E R TN

The great strengths of the
Topper
Topper BIfERZ A
® Fundamentally they are all the same.
AR AKX —H 8.
® They are extremely durable.
BB A o
e Their lightweight construction makes them
really lively and fun.
MR R, kR,
® They can be found everywhere and can
be made into an effective race machine or
excellent ‘beach boat’ for little cost.
GHHATR, TRERLESR, ZHEN
A 9 3 A RLRRLAE o
e All spare parts are readily available.

A7 69 BUAHAR 5 5 KA.

How the Topper has changed

Topper 220 {a] B0t H9

[t is amazing that a boat designed for recreation

and training could adapt so well to the increased

loads associated with racing. There have been a

number of relatively minor changes over the years

in response to this:

A A% R Ao )| 2R &9 TopperR 2 T KAt /&

A EXRGUERAFBdo, X—545ARK.

WM ILTFF, 43T @t LA R 84T

T HOA

® Theold11/4" (25mm) boom has been
changed to one of 1.5" (32.5mm) external
diameter. The thinner boom is fine for a beach
boat but will break in time if used with the
modern controls for racing. Aim to replace
yours as soon as possible (or when it breaks!).
EWMARAT £ A925E R A RHA325E
RAfR. RO MMATEFESL£YEL
Tk, 42480 0K & B LR S T 0
Fo do RARZLEAL B GG BRAT B 5
£ ko

e Originally aft sheeted, there is now the option
to use a centre sheeting system. Aft sheeting
is fine for a beach boat, if only because there is
more room in the cockpit, but centre sheeting
is far better for racing. (Please see Part I,
chapter 2 - The centre mainsheet).
FHRRBRABMEAMRE, IALTAR
AR L. LB ERES
WA, K AAE T S T R
Xy EE. mEHT ENALEEAAL
03rak GERME —aF=—F: 24F
) .

e The original tiller extension was limited, by
class rules, to 712mm. This has been upgraded
to 975mm and the use of a rubber universal
joint is allowed.

FAn 69 @A AR KR by T A HLN 69 FR %) 2
T12E K. RAEFBRAITSERF BAFR
AR T w1 o

® The introduction of an alternative sail (Part 2 -
The Topper 4.2) allows lighter sailors to join in
the fun.

DAEEGAE R (GF A % =385 Topper
4.2) TRLARFE 2694 F LA F AT
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® Atone time the purchase D on the downhaul
was a maximum of 3:1. 6:1 is now allowed and
is an essential upgrade for racing at anything
beyond club level (photo 1).
¥ AWATT A4k R SRS,
AL E 61, FRIERA AR I
(H1)
All other purchases have remained unaltered
but the quality of the kit has improved by the
use of ball-bearing blocks and Dyneema rope.
FALFTA 69 XA ARR I R 12 B AR IK
A RS H (ReMA TR E
ROH) Bkatem, &R EARK
#It.
® The centre toestrap can be any length whereas
previously it was controlled. This suits smaller
sailors and can even be made to be adjustable,
for length, on the water.
PREZTHE T KEKATERE, X
A NTR R FETER, EATLE
KA TH.
The halyard has been replaced with a short loop
of rope (the halyard loop) which stretches very
little. Subsequently sails have a webbing strap
across the top which is easier to fit and cannot
stretch at all. A new masthead fitting is used

with a grove to prevent the sail unwrapping
when reefed (photo 2).
T & AR —AP dadb AR 89 K2 R AR
(FLE) o BREMMA TH T ARG

RhAE G FREEI R T 44b o # A9 HAT
T T — AN R By ok 2 W4 LA ik
& (H2) .

® Originally the outhaul cleat wasa small ‘v
cleat” which prevented any meaningful
adjustment on the water. A cam cleat can
now be attached to the boom, originally with
a specially designed plate and more recently
using a dedicated plastic fitting. The later is
fixed with one rivet on the top of the boom and
has virtually eliminated booms breaking at that
point (photo 1).
R BGIHRE RBEL—F B LGVE £
B, A AR, RETAHE
EAEMAT L8 R RS, HAY 224

AT e, e R A AR 69 B At
Mo XA KB — BT E AT TR
R, AN IR T AT LA AT 6918 &
(A1)

As increasing loads were transferred to the spars
via the controls masts were breaking too often.
The kicker take off points on mast and boom
are now via rings attached by webbing straps.
Another cause of breakages was eradicated.
WAT 22 i T A2 HAT#F 51 47 1L & f 4
3. Topper | K A 48 4| B fo.4 B & 4tk
REF RO XAER, HRTER
B % A 8 AT B AR

® The attachment of the rudder to the boat via

the transom plate has changed from aluminium
to stainless steel. Most recently a new top pintle
fitting has been introduced which removes

any unwanted movement and improves the
strength in that area of the deck (photo 3).

4 (D purchase 3 £ NEHA R LU EE, EHHH FHERPLBRGRDELE A, Ww BB, I H

4B L A3,
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Aevt Ao Al BAR 09 A B # AR T R4
Wo RILFF4ER R —H374) &AM, T
VA RAEAT % 209 4% 5 5F L2 & B 2 A
WREREZRE (A3)

e Finally a new gooseneck system has replaced
the original ‘rollock” type to make it more
reliable (photos 4 & 5).

—FP A WATHE K R AR BT R KGR
W4 n X LEATE (B4fE5) .

So a great little boat has been made even better. It

just needs to be enjoyed!

TH— R R DB EFRARMLT, RF

F e
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CAR TOPPERING ZJiE %

The Topper got its name in the first place because
of the ease with which it could be transported

on the roof of a car and this great mobility has
certainly played a considerable part in the boat” s
worldwide success. The inverted boat presents

a smooth, aerodynamic shape to the wind and
neither speed nor fuel consumption is greatly
affected during “car toppering’ . In fact,

many caravan owners claim an improvement in
consumption when towing because the Topper” s
shape guides the airflow around the bluff front of
their vans.

Topper®) & FRRTEFFEHHELALE
T L ATE . XL ANFHHRLRTE
HAR ) T RRE L —o 8 Eid k6 ABIRE
THAKHEGZRHNAFHIK, BRREWE
HE a6y iR A A R AR Z YR IR
AR % AT F £ £ A& T K H TopperdT 3t i
By AL A WY, B ARATE A4 F K
WAEF AR F 3] T E LR TR T .
In spite of the simplicity of the operation there

are some important guidelines to follow if — like
us — you drive many thousands of miles each year
beneath a Topper. Position the two roof bars as
tar apart as possible on the car roof up to about a
4-foot/1.2m maximum. It is quite acceptable for
them to be much closer together than this as may
be necessary if you drive a coupe or rigid-topped
sports car. Load the Topper upside down, bow
forward and ensure that the front bar supports

the side decks immediately behind the aft end of
the foredeck. Ideally, the rear bar should support
the side deck immediately ahead of the stern

deck. Quick-release straps are by far the simplest
means of securing the Topper and the least likely
to come undone. If the bars are wide enough,
you can lay the spars alongside the hull and take
the straps right around the whole lot, which will
greatly reduce loading time. Always tie the boat
down to the bumpers (fenders) fore and aft. The
bow painter can be used forward — this will stop
the wind from lifting the boat — and the horse

(traveller) can be used aft, where it will check

any tendency for the boat to run forward in an
emergency stop. A trolley can also be carried on
top of the upside-down hull.

B E BB ORI S, R —
T2NAEZET I RIRERN—H 5
F & KTopper /T K T E L 893, LEM
BATRERAFAELZ, RKAFER4ER S
12K %8R4 RIRE L — 430 % R AL
M E N, F AT RET AEBRE. ¥
Topper/& 3 LA E , A5k & A7 FFHRAEAT
IHEIFBANTRE F L. BA
BT, A2 BHEEIHARRE TR F
T RIL AL, Pk @ T ARG I E &
Topperit LR B Anflo 4o £ 45 5 52 4,
T ARMAT RAEATRAEA S M E, LHTF
BRI, —R2REBHEFAENERE
iRk, W@ AAEKYAE R, kAR
AR AAL, 5@ A EWE F L5 /G HRE4An
#, BilkRER AR BELTU
AL R A 8] B AR Bl o

It is quite feasible to carry two Toppers on the roof
of most cars but remember that the all-up weight
will be 190Ib/85kg. The lower hull should be
loaded right way up, bows forward. You will find
that two Toppers fit together very snugly in this
way — but do make sure that they are very well
strapped down.

T R EAFE R, FTREHS FTopper
LARTAITH . RIFERRERNEEEA
1908 RB5 20 Fr o AAE T iy 89 AR LI F A
L, BEEA. REZIAFH R AE—
A F EW—2— R BHRIBIILE K.




Part 1 =—u=4

Sailing the boat #is




