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Preface

“To hold back Wushan’s clouds and rain till a smooth lake rises in the narrow gorges, the mountain
goddess if she is still there will marvel at a world so changed."The beautiful sights described by the
great leader Mao Zedong in one of his famous poems called “Swimming” come true now in Wushan.

Waushan, a mysterious land, where the lofty Daba Mountain, Wushan Mountain and Qiyao Mountain
meet and where the mighty Yangtze river and the tranquil Daning River melt with colorful clouds and
fogs, is to be a heaven attracting countless poets and tourists at home and abroad.

Wushan had once been an eternal theme praised in Chinese classical poems, dramas, plays, and
novels, such as The Poem of Goddess and The Poem of Gao Tang by Song Yu and Wushan Is High,
one of Music Groups in Han Dynasty. Also there are numerous beautiful poem words left by many
famous poets such as Li Bai, Du Fu, Liu Yuxi, Wang Anshi, Ou Yangxiu, Su Shi, Lu You and so on.
Yuan Zhen, a prolific poet in Tang Dynasty, once wrote: “There are no waters but the sea and there are
no clouds but Wushan’s” which means that once you see the sea, the river is nothing in your eyes while
once you see the clouds of the Wushan Mountain, others are not attractive.

The nature creates the beauty and harmony here. The Yangtze River, with overpowering and irresist-
ible force, cleaves a passage in thousands of high and steep peaks with mist-shrouded mountains,
peaks rising into the clouds and kinds of stones full of fantastic colors and shapes . Here apes shouting
are resounding in the quiet valleys with spring waters jingling and waterfalls pouring. How wonderful
here nature is in special way! The Wuxia Gorge is green and beautiful, the Lesser Three Gorges has a
sight of secluded and attractive galleries with tranquil and peaceful sceneries of the Mini Three Gorges,
and the Goddess Stream is charming with precipitous mountains, dark green and quite clean waters.

Wushan has many wonderful sceneries and numerous famous places of interest as well as ancient
civilization and cultural relics. Here, the culture of Wu, Ba, and Chu is mixed and melted; and hanging
coffins, boat coffins, ancient planks, wild men and so on remain to be mysterious and imaginative.
Especially the Wushan Goddess, symbolizing love and beauty goddess of ancient eastern civilization,
is becoming a focus of world attention. Today,“Wu people”(living 2 million years ago), and“the culture
of Longgupo at Da Xi" is shining in brilliant Chinese ancient civilization.

That's why so many poets and guests sing highly of Wushan.

As it comes to the new century, with opening and reforming policy of China and immigrants for the
Three Gorges Project, Wushan is faced with good éhances and challenges. Today Wushan is develop-
ing fast and it takes on her charming looks for “Wushan's clouds and rain” and “Smooth lakes in the
narrow gorges”.

“Should not we be happy, for there are so many friends coming from far away”. All the friends from all
over the world are warmly welcome to the Three Gorges to creatively play a new melody together with
people in opening Wushan.
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Part I A Smooth Lake Has Risen in the
Narrow Gorges and the Magnificent
Clouds Revolve around The Wushan
Mountain

Since the Lesser Three Gorges opened to tourists, millions of guests from home and abroad have paid
a visit to Wushan. In 1997, the number of tourists to Wushan is over 1.32 million, making it the first
biggest tourist county in China. In the early 1990s, the Lesser Three Gorges together with the Three
Gorges was honored as “one of the 40 top tourist attractions of China” and “one of the first AAAA
scenic spots of China”.

Now the second phase of the Three Gorges Project brings in new developing chances for Wushan'’s
tourism, some much more wonderful scenic spots have been already explored and developed. Boat-
ing here, you can see many grotesque and precipitous mountains, dark green and quite clean waters
and deep and tranquil gorges. This is really a wonder of the world. Now the Wuxia Gorge, like a
beautiful gallery wandering through the lofty mountains with mist and clouds shrouded. has smooth
waters with long and deep valleys and beautiful views. Above all, the Lesser Three Gorges is still more
attractive and beautiful than ever before and it's much more famous all over the world for its green
mountains, clean waters, grotesque peaks and flying waterfalls. Moreover, what is collectively known
as the Mini Three Gorges refers to the Sancheng Gorge, the King Qin Gorge and the Long Shoal
Gorge, which is an ideal resort for rafting because of its green plants and special sights. The Daning
River is calming and graceful with quiet waters reflecting colorful light of the city full of prosperity and
harmony, which is created by nature and human beings.
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Wuxia Gorge in the Dusk
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The Yangtze River Winds through
the Majestic Gorge
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Autumn in the Wuxia (

Winter in the Wuxia
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Buddha Light of Canyon River




