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Strive for College

competitive overburdened talented sweet bitter

skeptical | hard-working | rewarding | Famst: S self-discovery
G Gme-consuming | excitng | slf-belief | fustrated
challenge dakar o0 adventre | sressed-ont enthusiasm

................................................................................................................................................................................

Words/expressions for describing the positive feelings about striving for college .
Words/expressions for describing the negative feelings while preparing for college ;

Words/expressions for describing what striving for college means:



m Warm-up

Hostess -

Dawn -

Hostess .

Dawn :

Hostess .

Dawn -

Hostess :

Larry .

Good morning, Willie. Dawn Loggins has created her own future and 1 others to rally
to her cause. She grew up moving from place to place, and living in 2 , an unstable
home life that continued she says until her parents abandoned her last summer just (as) she was
starting her last year of high school. Circumstanc,;es that only 3 the North Carolina teen
to stop at nothing to get her diploma and look toward a future in the Ivy League.

At age 18, Dawn Loggins is wise beyond her years.

I do feel like I’ve had to grow up fast, but I don’t really feel like it’s been a really bad thing.

4 into her senior year at Burns High School in Lawndale, North Carolina, Dawn was
abandoned by her parents and left 5 . For the past year she struggled to find a place to
live and worked as a custodian ( 453 ) at her high school before and after classes.

I get here about 6: 00 and I work from 6:00 to 7: 40 when the students start coming in.

In between, the straight-A 6 student worked even harder to graduate.

I felt like it would just be { if I gave up but it was never in me to give up, because I did
realize that I was never going to be successful unless I got an education.

8 , her teachers say, in academics, and in the school of hard knocks.

If this is the buffet ( {§ Bj%E) of knowledge, then Dawn is a young lady who has come to class and
engorged ( KI7) herself.

HOMELESS TO HARVARD
YOUNG WOMAN'S REMARKABLE JOURNEY TO THE IVY LEAGUE
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(

Hostess: Her drive 9 . Dawn not only graduated, this fall, she’s heading to Harvard University.
Dawn. Dear Ms. Loggins, I’'m delighted to report that the Admissions Committee has asked me to inform
you that you’ll be 10 to the Harvard College Class of 2016.

II. Work in pairs and discuss the following questions.

1. What tips could you give to students in high school on how to prepare for competitive exams?
(Cues; self-belief, knowledge, time management, sharpness)

2. Will you share your bitter and sweet experiences in high school? If yes, What are they?
(Cues: full, hopeful, promising, ideal, industrious, attentive, tense, hard, stress, pressure)

3. What’s your understanding of “Making effort is its own reward” ?

(Cues: pains, gains, diligence, lead to, rewarding, enthusiastic, competitive)

From Scrubbing Floors to lvy League
By Vivian Kuo

. It’s before sunrise, Dawn Loggins, a straight-A senior at Burns High School has
already been down the length of a hallway, cleaning and sweeping classrooms before the
day begins.

- Dawn has long, straight dark blonde hair and black-rimmed glasses, and looks a bit

like Avril Lavigne. But her life is a far cry from that of a privileged pop star. She is
working as a janitor to make ends meet. She maneuvers a long-handled push broom
between rows of desks. She occasionally stops to pick up a hardened and chewed piece of
gum or snuff cans even in urinals that annoy her most. Though the job is tiring, she’s
grateful for the work because it helps her survive in school indeed.

- For now, there’s still work to be done. She stops for a quick bite to eat in the closet.
She then darts to classes of three advanced placement courses. She applied to four

colleges within North Carolina.

She’ll graduate soon before heading h‘ﬂw me -
off, leaving her dustpan behind. i
. She was homeless at the start

of the school year, abandoned by
her drug-abusing parents. Her

home had no electricity and no



running water. She couldn’t afford candles. It was difficult for her to study in the dark. She
often went days, even weeks without showering. The teachers and others in town donated
clothes and provided medical and dental care. She got the janitorial job through a school
workforce assistance program to pay her way.

. Burns High was her fourth high school since middle school, as she moved from town to
town. Living the life of a rolling stone, she had missed several months’ worth of classwork
when she first arrived two years ago, putting her well behind other students’ progress.

- Last summer, Dawn was invited to attend a prestigious six-week residential summer
program at Meredith College to study natural science. It was a field Dawn had never studied
before. The program is reserved for the state’s top students. Dawn Loggins managed to
maintain an A-average despite her hardships.

. As she began her senior year, Dawn turned her laser-beam focus to her future:
college. She was aware that she wanted a different path than her parents who had been at
the neglect and the drug abuse. She was not going to end up living from paycheck to
paycheck and would make a decision for herself.

- She wasn’t top of her class, and she didn’t have a perfect GPA, but she was smart.

On paper, she had always fared well. In December, she sent one final application off in the

mail, to her reach-for-the-stars choice, Harvard.

No one from Burns High School had been accepted to the elite Ivy League school.

Days went by. Nothing came from Harvard.

But on a sunny day earlier this year, she came inside after tending the garden. There

was a letter from Harvard, the type of letter every high school senior dreads from a

university — a regular-sized envelope, the ominous sign of rejection. Cautiously, she

opened it; “Dear Ms. Loggins, I'm delighted to report that the Admissions Committee has

asked me to inform you that you will be admitted to the Harvard College Class of 2016. . .

We send such an early positive indication only to outstanding applicants. ..” She gasped

when she read those words.

- Not only was Dawn accepted to Harvard, but she got a full ride. She was offered
tuition, room and board, as well as assistance finding an on-campus job. She reached for
her own goals without letting anything stop herself. All her hard work paid off. :

(594 words)
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