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LU ZHANGSHEN

LG Zhangshen (born in Daming, Hebei province
in December 1955) is a member of the National
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference, Director of the National Mu-
seum of China, Honorary Director of the Chinese
Museums Association, Director of the Architec-
ture and Culture Society of China, Vice Chairman
of the China International Cultural Exchange As-

sociation, council member of the China Calligra-

phers Association, special researcher of Chinese
Academy of Calligraphy and consultant to the
China International Painting and Calligraphy Re-
search Society and the China Association of Col-
lectors. He is also a senior architect.

LU Zhangshen served as a clerk in the artillery army
of Beijing Military Area Command (December
1970—March 1976) . After he demobilized from

the army, he returned to his homeland and worked

© LU Zhangshen seeking advice from Qi Gong



as a village official (March 1976—March 1977) .
When he was a student in the Department of Ar-
chitecture at Tsinghua University (March 1977—
November 1980) , LU studied architecture under
Wu Liangyong and Li Daozeng—two renowned
Chinese architects. He also studied the fine arts
under Wang Naizhuang and Hua Yiyu at the time.
He was Secretary of the Party Committee and
Deputy Director of National Art Museum of
China (June 1992—April 2000) , Director of the
Department of Planning and Finance and later Di-
rector of the Department of Personnel, Ministry of
Culture (April 2000—August 2005) . In Septem-
ber 2005, he was appointed Director of National
Museum of China.

LU Zhangshen has been engaged in calligraphy
for more than thirty years and studied under dis-
tinguished calligraphers like Qi Gong, Zhu
Naizheng and Zhang Rongging. His works of cal-
ligraphy have been published in newspapers and
magazines and collected by several museums
and memorial halls. He published Collection of L
Zhangshen’s Calligraphic Works (2007) . His

calligraphic style is “exquisite but not rigid, simple

but with sufficient artistic conception”, “plain,
compendious, simple and smooth”.

LU Zhangshen is the editor-in-chief of the follow-
ing exhibition catalogues: Ancient China, Ancient
Chinese Calligraphy, Ancient Chinese Jades, An-
cient Chinese Porcelain, Ancient Chinese Furni-
ture, Ancient Chinese Bronzes, Ancient Chinese
Buddhist Sculpture, Art of Pan Tianshou, Art of Li
Keran, Art of Huang Zhou, 100 Years of National
Museum of China, Cartoons of Fang Cheng, Mas-
terpieces by Fang Zhaolin and Art of Zhou Lun-

yuan.
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LU ZHANGSHEN'S CALLIGRAPHY
AND PHOTOGRAPHY

LU Zhangshen’s calligraphy is spontaneous, un-
selfconscious, and characterized by a rich and
sparkling aesthetic. In its presence, we feel the
animation and soul coursing through the charac-
ters, which seem almost alive and allow us to re-
turn to a simple and serene spiritual home and be
immersed in the essence of the familiar local cul-
ture. For this reason, a long-absent feeling of rec-
ognition naturally wells up in us when we stand in
front of his work.

The appeal of LU Zhangshen'’s calligraphy can be
summed up this way: “a great beauty that should
not be explained, and a great piece of jade that
should not be sculpted.” A brilliant vitality bursts
from the strokes; the artistry leaps from between
the lines, recalling the style of scholars who were
well-versed in both Chinese and Western culture
during the time of the New Culture Movement in
the 20th century. Like these literati, LU Zhangshen
pursued the expression of the abundant vitality
and intelligence of his individual personality in his
interactions with others, and also took the princi-
ples of clarity, simplicity, calmness and harmony
as the lodestars of his personal life and his attitude
towards society.

Serenity defines the brushstrokes in LU Zhangsh-

en’s calligraphy. The spirit glides along with the

physical object, attaining a lucidity in the space of
the writing. He is said to have emerged from a self-
identification with Dong Qichang. Dong Qichang’s
calligraphy is rooted in his immaculate spirit and his
desolate surroundings. He is like a wallflower off
to the side of the splendid peony, and few today
follow in his footsteps; which is an act that not
only requires courage, but also cultural sophisti-
cation. One shows his convictions by eschewing

the spotlight. Reading through LU Zhangshen’s

© LU Zhangshen seeking advice from Wu Liangyong.



calligraphic works is like strolling in a bright bed of
chrysanthemums in autumn. Wherever his spirit is
revealed, it stays true to itself, serene as water,
and lost in its own thoughts. This relaxed attitude
toward life become the cornerstone of his style,
and has made him a model among calligraphers.
LU Zhangshen graduated from Tsinghua Universi-
ty with a degree in architecture in the early 1980s,
and was a student of Wu Liangyong, an Academi-
cian of both the Chinese Academy of Sciences
and the Chinese Academy of Engineering. A se-
nior architect, LU has also practiced photography
for more than 30 years. He took many photo-
graphs of different structures in many locations.
The more than 170 photographs in this collection
comprise a small portion of the several thousand
photographs he took in the past decade in China
as well as on his travels in India, Thailand, Cuba,
the United States, Japan, Australia, Kenya, and
other countries. The compositions of his photo-
graphs are balanced, meticulous, and perfect.
The striking harmony between nature and archi-
tecture is fully expressed in the photographs, and
one can discern from a single glance that these
are the work of an architect. They demonstrate
the elegance of the buildings themselves rather

than a superficial, passing appeal, and reveal the

splendor of the buildings, the coordinating rela-
tionships between the buildings and their spaces,
their overall structures, and the fitting proportions

of their details.
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