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The Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s
Republic of China and China Overseas Exchanges Association commissioned
Nanjing Normal University, Anhui Normal University and Beijing Chinese
Language College to respectively write this set of auxiliary Chinese language
teaching materials, namely, Common Knowledge about Chinese History,
Common Knowledge about Chinese Geography and Common Knowledge
about Chinese Culture which acquaint overseas Chinese teenagers with basic
knowledge on these subjects through class education or self-teaching. Parents
can also use them to help their children with study. Moreover, we hope this
set of books can offer a wider group of readers some rudimentary knowledge
about Chinese history, geography and culture, thus promoting cultural
exchanges between China and other countries.

According to the actual condition and needs of overseas Chinese
language teaching, in this set of books, we objectively narrate important
" events and figures in Chinese history; briefly describe the major natural and
cultural features of Chinese geography; carefully select and introduce the
essence of the Chinese culture, habits and customs. We have tried to introduce
new ideas in typesetting, design and so on and to embody scientific,
ideological and practical principles in the writing.

We are deeply grateful to Su Shoutong, Wang Hongzhi, Zang Rong,
Hou Ming, Liu Shuying and Li Fanggin for revising Common Knowledge
about Chinese History, Wang Yongchang, Yue Pinglan, Liu Shumei, Bi Chao,
Xu Yukui, Dong Naican, Zhang Guizhu and Li Wenjun for revising Common
Knowledge about Chinese Geography, and Zhang Ying, Zhang Meng, Dong
Ming, Wu Huihua, Tao Wei and Yang Erlin for revising Common Knowledge
about Chinese Culture.

Advice is welcomed if there were any mistake in the books. We will
revise them when republishing the books.

Compilers
December, 2001
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Introduction
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China is a unitary multi-national country where, through the long
process of historical development, people from many different ethnic groups
have together opened up the vast Chinese territory, created an outstanding
culture, and helped shape the current form of the Chinese nation.

There are 56 ethnic groups in China. Due to a differing geographical
environment and living conditions, each ethnic group has formed its own
unique traditions and customs, while, at the same time, working to promote

the prosperity of the Chinese nation.
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Earliest Ancestor of the
Chinese Nation — Huangdi

(Yellow Emperor) and Yandi
(Red Emperor)
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Huangdi and Yandi were the common ancestors of the Chinese nation,
and Chinese people at home and abroad all call themselves “descendents
of Yandi and Huangdi”.

As recorded in legends and ancient books, Huangdi was the
first emperor in Chinese history. His surname was Ji, and his assumed
name Xuanyuan Shi or Youiiong Shi. Yandi was also a legendary
ruler whose surname was Jiang and assumed name Lieshan Shi or
Shennong Shi.

Huangdi and Yandi both lived in the late period of China’s
primitive society about 4,000 years ago, and were the leaders of
two different tribes living along the Yellow River in present-day
Shaanxi Province. Later, they expanded their territories along
both sides of the Yellow River to the east. The Yandi had invaded
the territory of another tribe, the Jiuli, whose leader was Chiyou.
The result was a defeat for the Yandi, who then sought help
from the Huangdi tribe, and together they defeated Chiyou. After
the defeal, some people of the Jiuli fled to the south, while

others were assimilated into the Yandi or Huangdi tribes. The

1. BHER
A portrait of Huangdi

2. UFBRAERBEFFLENRTR
The mausoleum of Huangdi, Qiao Mountain,
Huangiing County, Shaanxi Province
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alliance did not last and eventually,
fighting broke out that led to the
Huangdi defeating the Yandi, whose
members were forced to join and
thus further strengthen the power of
the Huangdi tribe. Later, segments of
the three tribes (Huangdi, Yandi and
Jiuli) settled down in the Yellow River
valley, where they began to develop

China’s ancient culture and
eventually formed the mainstay of what we know today as the Chinese
people. It is from this time that people began to call themselves “the
descendents of Yandi and Huangdi”.

Huangdi was born clever. After he became the tribal leader, he taught
people how to build houses, breed livestock and grow food crops, and -

1. HHR

;2 ﬂ;\: of Huangdi | invented the cart, boat, musical instrument and written characters. His wife,
2. 3

A statue of Yandi Leizu, discovered how to breed silkworms, how to reel off raw silk from

cocoons, and how to brocade. Yandi, meanwhile, invented various farm

implements and taught his people how to engage in agricultural production.
He tasted all kinds of plants and discovered various
medicinal materials for treating diseases.

At present, there are still preserved the
Mausoleum and the Temple of the Yellow Emperor
on Qiaoshan Mountain planted with
evergreen pines and cypresses in Huangling
County, Shaanxi Province. And in Yanling
County, Hunan Province, the Mausoleum of the
Red Emperor is also well preserved. Later

generations greatly cherished their memory.
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