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Preface I

Suzhou: Lyric Land and Painting Place provides vivid and lively expression of the
long history and splendid culture of Suzhou in particularly realistic manner. Its very
prominence dramatically strikes the attention of the most casual reader in and out
of Suzhou.

The Western Zhou Dynasty divides land and sets fief of Su. With Continuous
blessings, Suzhou is an ancient civilized city along the river as "the vessel and
vehicle convergence, and China thoroughfare; as well as the conjugate mutuality of
Bianhe River and the controlling of Huaihe River, and the north-south strategically
important town". In history, Min Zigian, one of Confucius’ students, behaves filially,
Empress Ma of Ming Dynasty conducts virtues, and Suzhou has been famous
for "Home of Filial Piety and Righteous Conduct". A galaxy of noted literati and
distinguished artists lived here and left a large amount of literary works, among
whom are Li Bai, Bai Juyi, Wang Ji, Su Shi, Pearl S. Buck, etc.. Suzhou is also
well-known for strong overtones which had significant impact on the course of
Chinese history, such as Dazexiang Peasant Rising, Gaixia Battle, Fuli Fighting
and Huaihai Campaign. In the modern times, Suzhou enjoys the fame of such
uniqueness as painting and calligraphy, local operas, Yonggiao circus and Lingbi
stones. All of such uniqueness becomes the symbolic marks of glorious cultures of
Suzhou. The Publicity Department the CPC Suzhou Municipal Committee has been

striving for popularizing these cultural heritages, and releases the present book as
one of the peculiar masterpieces.

In the new era, we will press ahead with efforts to promote development for the
swift rise. The confidence and pride forms an essential part of the Suzhou psyche
which is evidenced by the strong, vibrant and continuing growth and development
of the area. Like Suzhou Story and Suzhou in Bai Juyi’s Poems, the present book
captures the huge success of Suzhou as a place for business, enterprise and
investment as well as spirit. This book will necessarily assume the glorious role like
the series of cultural books published before. We are proud of our success and are
eager to share the opportunities that exist in Suzhou.

Zhang Shuguang

Secretary of the CPC Suzhou Municipal Committee

Chairman of the Standing Committee of Suzhou Municipal People’s Congress
October 18, 2015
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Preface 11

It has lasted 10 years since the Publicity Department of the CPC Suzhou
Municipal Committee initiated the project of compiling the series of books on local
cultures in 2005. Till present time, the project has been implemented by Suzhou
Government significantly. Eleven monographs have already been published
successively, including the present one as well as Suzhou Story and Suzhou in Bai
Juyi’s Poems. The strengths of Suzhou Culture are apparent in this publication
through many and varied cultural stories featured, the vitality of Suzhou so evident
in these pages is a great success and has come about through the conscientious
partnership.

One highlight is the style of the book. The book is characteristic with a rich
variety of art history, economic development, and famous talents and scenic spots
in the form of poetry and pictures. As it is known, poetry is generally considered
to be concise and compact, cartoon is exaggerated humorously, history is rich in
vast senses and even relentless. To overcome difficulty for the faithfulness and
expressiveness, writers concerned have held more than ten seminars to confirm
the compositions of each picture and caption. The book bears testimony to the
writers’ dynamism and contributing efforts.

As Suzhou moves forward, the energy of its enterprising people that has
fuelled development and prosperity thus far will be the foundation of whatever
heights of success future people achieve. We are required to respond to the call of
the era to preserve and enhance the unique heritage with the vital cultural efforts,
and promote the work of spreading Suzhou culture at home and abroad. This book

shows a fruitful exploration into Suzhou'’s history and culture.

Shi Xiang

Deputy Secretary of the CPC Suzhou Municipal Committee
Mayor of Suzhou Municipal People’s Government

October 19, 2015
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