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Preface

In May, 2010, | went back to Tongji University for the inauguration of the Chinese Cultural Center, and
together with all the faculty, | witnessed the birth of a new platform for transmitting Chinese culture,
which is dedicated to bringing up comprehensive talents regarding humanity, arts, science and
technology. Representing the 5-year creative research of the center, Chinese Cultural Experiences and
Design presents how the center works and what have been achieved. It's quite exciting to see such
great accomplishments that the center has been got in Chinese cultural communication and talent

cultivation.

Accompanied by the accelerated globalization, technology innovation capacity and cultural
communication capacity have grown into the core competence in the international arena. The
popularity of Hollywood blockbuster and iPhone exemplifies the great power boasted from the
converging advanced technology and popular culture. Upgraded from an economic giant to an
economic power, it's necessary for China to undergo the change from “Made in China" to “Created in
China”, and that's why technological innovation should go hand in hand with cultural communication.

Since the extensive and profound Chinese culture breeds rich creativity, many abstract images derive
from myth, philosophy and poem, while some concrete ones come from such traditional Chinese
images as plum, orchid, bamboo, chrysanthemum, pavilion, etc. The innovative development of
Chinese culture requires the in-depth fusion of humanity, arts and technology. The inner meaning of
upgrading China from a manufacturer of quantity to one of quality is embodied in the products that
both represent the modern technology and satisfy our living and aesthetic needs.

Nowadays, the economic and consumption structures have been upgraded rapidly, as the result
of which, the demand for differentiated and individualized products is growing. If we can soften the
powerful productivity of China by using smart technology, make the creative ideas coming from
multi-culture blend into individualized design and customized service, fuel the product design and
manufacturing with the technology, arts and humanity, it would be more possible to fulfill China’s move
from “Made in China" to “Created in China”, also to make greater contribution to global economy and
human civilization.

The core of mass entrepreneurship and innovation is to show our respect for everyone's right of
starting their own businesses and making innovations and to tap their potentials. The motive of
such an encouragement is to make more people “being enabled”, which means that the latest
achievements of technological development can be applied to more entrepreneurship and innovation
cases. In this way, the traditional elements of Chinese culture can enlighten more creators proceeding
from arts, aesthetics and experience to design products satisfying diversified needs. This is the right
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way to invigorate mass entrepreneurship and innovation.
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A person with superior goodness is like water, water
Water is good in benefiting all beings,

Without contending with any.

Situated in places shunned by many others,

Thereby it is near Tao.

(Chen, The Tao Te Ching, Chapter 8)

Water is the essence of Wu Wei, nonaction. As water flows downhill, it
takes the path of least resistance and follows the contour of the land.
It takes many shapes and adapts itself to the form of its surroundings.
Though many may not wish to venture into the low spaces of the world,
there is nothing undignified about water. Though it is humble enough
to enter into dark places, the humility and weakness of water is its
greatest strength: by not striving it carves away caves and smoothes
the most jagged of rocks. Behave like water, take on its nature: | invite
you to swim in the world.

The Chinese dragon flies in the air, but it primarily behaves like a water
god. It is believed to descend into the water at the autumn equinox;
at the vernal equinox, it leaves the water and ascends into the sky. It
rises on the wind and the clouds, and its very breath condenses to
form the rain — not only the gentle rain of the spring and autumn, but
the fierce storms that make rivers overflow their banks. The dragon's
spiral path to the highest heavens forms tornadoes, whirlwinds, and
waterspouts. Here, dragons are the symbol of water, the symbol of life.

In contrast, the Western dragon is the dragon of fire. The one ability all
Western dragons have in common is their ability to breathe out smoke
and fire. Their eyes, too, are usually red and furious. Because of its
union with fire, the Western dragon is associated with death and the
subterranean world.

Just like the free and elegant flow of water, the Chinese dragon has the
Taoist freedom to do nothing gracefully and do everything elegantly.
Confucius once compared Lao Tzu with the dragon, a symbol of
mystery and sagacity, of aspiring deep thought and high nobility, the
combination of water’s flexibility and the sage’s ability.

No celestial bodies that we know of have liquid water. Intelligent
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Nothing under heaven

Is softer and weaker than water,

Yet nothing can compare with it

In attacking the hard and strong.

Noting can change the place with it.

That the weak overcomes the hard,

And the soft overcomes the hard,

No one under heaven does not know,

Though none can put it into practice.

Therefore a sage said:

“One who receives the fifth of a state

Is called the Master of the Altar of the Soil and Grain;

One who shoulders the evil of a state

Becomes the king under heaven.”

Straightforward words appear to be their reverse.
(Chen, The Tao Te Ching, Chapter 78)

We have only one moon, and no rings, but we have water.

beings from other planets that have no water must think we are mad
with happiness to be surrounded by blue oceans and rushing rivers.

Very few people realize how fortunate we are and enjoy this beautiful
world full of water. Even though Lao Tzu didn’t have the knowledge
of the earth’s uniqueness as a ball covered with water, he found that
water represents all aspects of goodness and happiness. He believed
that “the highest good is like water. Water gives life to the ten thousand
things and does not strive.” If we behave like water, we will be happy.

The great ocean sends us drafting like a raft, the running river sweeps
us along like a reed. We do not tell the ocean to stop its tides, and we
do not tell the river to flow slower. We just join them to celebrate the
existence of happiness and freedom. We let water carry us to a new
adventure.

—— From Zhao Qiguang, Do Nothing and Do Everything
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(FkHEMIY | DIED FOR BEAUTY

FAFEMmMIL, ALRIFI | died for beauty, but was scarce
TIAEBE, Adjusted in the tomb,
EE— 1 AEEMmIEHIA When one who died for truth was lain
BIEBAEREE B T, In an adjoining room.
fth 32 % [A] R R AT T B 2 He questioned softly why | failed?
ATE., " KEZE. “For beauty,” | replied.
“TMENERE BAIHE—EE, “And | for truth — the two are one;
A, ” fhik, We brethren are, " he said
TRIFE R ATER BAHE, And so, as kinsmen met a-night,
BAIREERIE, We talked between the rooms,
HIFEEZTRITNEE, Until the moss had reached our lips,
EmiE T RN %A . And covered up our names.
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The Universe and Us

The best show in the universe is the universe. Look at the starry sky. What a show!

The universe is big, and we are small. When we are small, so are our problems. Let the starry sky
lead us to a time that is neither the past nor the future nor the present. Let the stars lead us to a space
beyond life and death. The best show in the universe is the universe.

We cannot claim to be gods, but how much more freedom we have in the knowledge of our
insignificance!

—WEREY, (ETHIEARAHY #1 Do Nothing And Do Everything
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