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ARCHITECTURE AND ART

Qingyun Wang

Since the early Homo sapiens painted ‘Wounded Bision’ in the Altamira Cave, since
the Sphinx lay before the great pyramid of Khafre, since the Assyrians engraved
Lamassus (human-headed winged bull) on the Gate of the Palace of King Sargon at
Khorsabad, since Phidias created the Statue goddess Athena in Parthenon Temple,
it seems that architecture and art are like twins, appearing in the history of human

civilization, and they complement each other to create a desired expression.

Ancient Chinese Philosopher Lao Tzu once said ‘The reality of the building does not
consist in the roof and walls, but in the space within to be lived in.’ (Tao Te Ching,
Chapter 11). This could be the earliest definition of architecture which can be found
in the documentation. The inside of the architecture satisfy people with private space
which is separate from nature. With the further development of the productivity, the
construction level has been raised. Thereby the art of engraving and fresco, which
affiliated to architecture, emerges to meet the demand, combining practical functions

and aesthetics.

Ancient Chinese Poet Wang Yanshou wrote in the poem, The Ling-kuang Palace at
Lu, ‘The paintings depict the world astronomical phenomena, including the heaven
and earth and all things in between, and also myths and legends with Mountain
Deity or Sea God, using China ink as the main material...” It reveals to us the
gorgeous frescoes in the Ling-kuang Palace constructed by Liu Yuying in the early

Han Dynasty.

Parthenon Temple is located at the centre of Athenian Acropolis. The ancient Greeks
built it as @ monument of triumph of the Persian Wars. It was built wholly in marble

Ji‘"in order to defend Greece against enemies. Meantime, it was also a temple. The

relief sculpture on the pediments shows the ancient Greek myths and war heroes. It

represents the greatest achievements of ancient Greek aesthetics. In 18th century,

Germany historian Winckelmann crystallized his famous concept of the essence of

Greek art in this period — “noble simplicity and quiet grandeur”.

Phidias’s The Fatal Sisters, Bernini's Ecstasy of Saint Theresa, Pompeii Mosaic,
medieval gothic church’ rose window... all these show that architecture and art
complement each other in the holy place of human civilization. And this kind of
symbiotic relationship between them is the original intention as well as the focus of

this book Wall Elements: Art Wall.

Following the hot-selling book, Wall Elements: Pixel Wall, this second book Art Wall
will rock the market. The book is classified according to different architectural
design skills, such as hollow out, louver, bionics, fold, collage, and rust, thoroughly
and systematically introducing the latest and most creative architecture projects
throughout the world. In these projects, the creative imagination of the art and
the scientific and practical spirit of the engineers are perfectly combined under
the architects’ design. They endow the architecture with life and soul through the
alchemy of art. And with new industry and information technology, their architectural

ideal can be more easily realized.

Wandering in the architectural space, the reader will find that architectures are no longer
cold industrial products. They are humane, even can communicate with us. Thus,
architecture can not only meet the people’s functional demands of specific space, but
also provide art inhabitation for the soul of the residence, which can be called ‘aimless
purposiveness’. Adhering to the good quality of its predecessor Pixel Wall, this book
will show the beauty of art and the wisdom of science. | hope it will become a new
favorite for the architectural practitioners, as well as the enthusiasts of architecture

and art.
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