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PREFACE

N Spite of civil war, flood, plague, famine and a world war, the
Christian missionary work in China has continued and increased.
This is the reason for another issue of the CminA MissioN YEAR

Book,

The Boox aims to give some description of the background of the
missionary effort, and therefore the articles on the political and
economical development of the country bhave a place. Moreover,
the facts described in these articles: are also a help or hindrance
to the progress of the missionary work. So also it was necessary that
the Book should this year contain chapters on the great floods in
North China and on the plague epidemic.

Each year it is planned that the Book sball contain one section
which will be the distinctive feature of that issue. This year Part II
is noteworthy as describing recent developments in ecclesiastical
organization. Special méntion might also be made of Part 1V, which
is a sammary of the present situation as regards Christian Literature
in China, and an indication of the large development anticipated in
this department. J : ¢ L,

The arrangement of the contents of the Booxk follows the lines
fixed in earlier years. The only exceptions to this are chapters XLEIIL
and XLIV in Part VILI, which should have been placed in Parts IIL
and 1V, but to have done so would have delayed too much the
publication of the whole Booxk.

The date of the publication of the Boox has been deliberately
changed from August to December. The period covered in each

i;::? ‘will. be approximately from October to September of each

The number of pages this year is necessarily smaller than in
p{ew_ous years. Patriotic considerations have urged the conservation
0 Eaper here as well as in Western lands. The greatly increased
cost of paper has also prompted this reduction in size in order that it
might not be necessary to raise the price of the Boox. However, no
Ihmportant topic has been omitted on this account. The reduction

ﬁs been accomplished by holding very fast to the rule to admit no
chapter which did not have a direct relation to the work of the pa&t
iearwr The chapter on ‘ The Place of Woman in Protestant Mission-
ry Work in China ”’ is not an exception to this rule in a year when
In many parts of the world the place of women has had much con-

sideration. At such i it is rig i
derauion, a time it is right to consider what women
missionaries have done in China. "



The China Continuation Committee is responsible for the Crmva
Missrox YeAr Book only in that it appoints the Editorial Committee
and the Editor. When articles in the book are the expression of the
policies or the views of the China Coniinuation Committee, this fact is
made clear; in all other cases, the wriler of the paper is alone respon-
sible for the opinion expressed.

To all the forty-two writers of these chapters, the editors would
express their genuine appreciation of all their work, Many of these
chapters contain the results of much research, and some of them of
years of careful observation., It is the hearty coOperation of many
busy workers that makes possible the publication of the Year Book.
It would be invidious to mention a few where all have given of their
- best. Special acknowledgment, however, is due to the Rev. C. L.
Boynton; who, as in previous years, has read all the proofs and is
responsible for the typographical appearance of the book, as well as
for the statistical tables, The Rev. M. T. Stauffer, Secretary of the
Special Committee on Survey and Occupation, has prepared the
charts, making graphic some of these statistics. The Index is also
his work. ) .
& i A, L. W.
December 24, 1918.
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