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The Continuum of the Spirit of Chinese

Philosophy ( IT) : The Philosophical Significance
of YANG Xiong’s Tair Xuan

Abstract; In his book Canon of Supreme Mystery ( Tai Xuan, { K% )),
YANG Xiong (53 B. C. E. — 18 C. E. ), the Han dynasty philosopher, “re-
unites’ the doctrines of Confucianism and Taoism into a “solid” “system” of
“mystery (xuan, % )” . In The Book of Master Lao, Laozi believes that “one
divides into two ( or multitude)”, while YANG argues that “two ( or mult-
tude ) are united into one” . For Laozi, the multiplicity of beings is “ genera-
ted from the same genesis” and is always in a “process” of “generating” , while
for YANG, they are all “actually — existing” “things” that are united by a “u-
nifying” “power” which is “mystery” . In this sense, the “mystery” is not
only Laozian “Way ( Dao, i )", but also a Confucian “Way” . However,
the multiplicity of beings can be “de jure” “allowed” to “return” to the “one”
that “ generates” them, only when they are “developed” from “the same”
“source” . The “Way” “determined” from the “outside” of things, no mat-
ter how “abstruse — mysterious” it is, is still one kind of “imposed” “harmo-
ny . Therefore, the doctrine of “mystery” in the Canon of Supreme Mystery,
which is somewhat borrowed from the early Taoism, has to be “solidified” in
“the obscure” without being “illuminated” , and remains always “unfathom-
ably” “mysterious” .

Keywords: Chinese philosophy; YANG Xiong; Canon of Supreme Mys-
tery; The Book of Master Lao
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