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Bella Fleace Gave a Party
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By Evelyn Waugh

Bella Fleace was known to the entire countryside as the last of
her family. She walked with the aid of a stick, having been lamed
many years back when her horse rolled her among loose stones,
and she had not been able to ride again. She had become a by-
word in the neighborhood, a joke. “We saw Bella, ” they would
report. “Wonder how long the old girl will last? She must be nearly
ninety. My father remembers when she used to hunt—went like
smoke, too.” Indeed, Bella herself was becoming increasingly
occupied with the prospect of death. In the winter before the one we
are talking of, she had been extremely ill. She reappeared in April,
rosy cheeked as ever, but slower in her movements and mind. She
gave instructions that better attention must be paid to her father’s and
brother’s graves, and in June, for the first ime, invited her heir to
visit her. She had always refused to see this young man up till now. He
was an Englishman, a very distant cousin, named Banks. Bella disliked

him from the moment he arrived. One day he came to Bella bearing a
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pile of volumes from the library.
“I'say, did you know you had these?” he asked.
‘I did.” Bella lied.
“All first editions. They must be extremely valuable.”
“You put them back where you found them.”

Later, when he wrote to thank her for his visit, he mentioned
the books again. This set Bella thinking. Why should that young puppy
go round the house putting a price on everything? She wasn’t dead
yet, Bella thought. She had often heard that the books were valuable.
Well, there were plenty of books in the library and she did not see
why Archie Banks should profit by them. So she wrote a letter to a
Dublin bookseller. He came to look through the library, and after a
while he offered her a thousand for six books. Bella was left with winter
coming on and a thousand pounds in hand.

It was then that it occurred to her to give a party. There were
always several parties given round Ballingar at Christmas time, but of
recent years Bella had not been invited to any, partly because many
of her neighbors had never spoken to her, and partly because they
did not think she would want come, and partly because they would
not have known what to do with her if she had. As a matter of fact she
loved parties. She liked sitting down to supper in a noisy room, she
liked dance music and gossip about which of the girls was pretty and
who was in love with them, and she liked drinking and having things
brought to her by men in pink evening coats. And though she tried to
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