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READING GUIDE

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Claro
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”, A young member of the company which had produced
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I'he Doones

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
What had happened to John Ridd's father?

‘Who were Annie and Lizzie?

Why did John teach himself to use 2 gun? (Because..)

My name is John Ridd. My home s in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years, | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o'clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Questions on the Whole Story

These are harder Read the duction, and think
hard about the questions before you answer them. Some of
them ask for your opinion, and there is no fixed answer.

1 Can you give the name of
a the hero of the story?
b the heroine?
¢ the hero’s worst enemy?
d Winnie’s owner?
e the most powerful judge in England?
2 Can you give three examples of John Ridd’s skill as a wrestler
and fighter?
3 Answer these questions about Lorna Doone:
@ What was her real name?
b Who was her father?
¢ Where did her mother come from?
d What happened to her mother at Watchet?
e Who was her guardian in London?
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| ADVENTURES OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR

Introduction

The Sindbad stories come from the Arabian Nights (or the
Thousand and One Nights—or in Arabic All Leila wa Leila).

The first book of the Arabian Nights in Arabic was written
more than a thousand years ago (about the year 940, or AH
330). We think that the Sindbad stories were added after that.
But even a thousand years ago the Arabic-speaking people
loved to hear stories about voyages to far-away places.

Arab sailors did go to far-away lands. Even 1,200 years ago
there were very many Arab merchants in Canton and other
cities in China. We know about them from Chinese writing as
well as from Arabic books. We know a lot about the journeys
and voyages of real men like Suleiman al-Tajir (Suleiman the
Merchant). A book about him was written in 851. He told
people in Arab lands a lot about China and India and South-
East Asia. People in Europe learned about them only after the
journeys of Marco Polo between 1271 and 1295.

The Arabs of a thousand years ago knew a lot about the
world—much more than the people of Europe knew at that
time. The people of Europe had lost the books and maps of
Ptolemy (made about 1,800 years ago), but the Arabs had not.
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| ADVENTURES OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR

They read Ptolemy’s work, and they added to the things that he
knew.

Arab sailors knew about the monsoons, the winds that
blow from the south-west between April and October, and from
the north-east between October and April. So they began their
voyages to the east in April or May, and they began to sail home
from the east in October or November.

The Sindbad stories put the story-tellers’ giants and enor-
mous birds and magic into the stories of real voyages and
places. People believed—some people still believe—stories
about valleys of diamonds, about places where the elephants
go to die, about great kings in unknown lands.

Do we believe in the great King Mihraj, who was Sindbad’s
friend on his first voyage? There were great kings called Mahar-
aja in India a thousand years ago. Mihraj and Mah,éraja look
very nearly the same in some Arabic writing.

Was there a great King of Serendip? Yes. We know that Ser-
endip was the old name for Sri Lanka, and we know that Arab
and other merchants did go to that island. Books about the real
journeys of Arabs like Suleiman al Tajir and Ibn Batuta of Fez tell
us that Serendip was well known. Its great city of Anuradhapura
was the richest in that part of Asia.

On Sindbad'’s seventh voyage, he was sold by pirates to a
merchant. Things like that did happen. People were really afraid
of the pirates in the seas of South-East Asia.

The Sindbad stories, then, are like some other great stories
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| ADVENTURES OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR

of journeys and voyages, part real and part unreal. Today we
know a lot about the real countries of the Earth, so what takes
the place of the valley of diamonds, the roc’s egg, and the land
of the monkey-men? Can it be Star Wars, Doctor Who, and The
Planet of the Apes?
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