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Summary

This volume is a collection of the author’s articles and speeches (including
prefaces written for others’ books) published after the Cultural Revolution. As
a record of the author’s effort to develop a theory of wisdom. the book includes
the following four groups of articles: theoretical inquiries into the relation
between knowledge and wisdom: of logic and methodology: of axilology and the
theory human freedom Cincluding those of ethics and aesthetics); comparative
studies between ancient and modern Chinese philosophies and between Chinese
and Western philosophies. Structurally the book is composed of three parts: its
main body is a discussion of wisdom in general, and its two wings are discussions
of (according to a now-famous saying of the author) how to turn the theory (of
the wisdom) into methods (methodology) and how to turn the theory into
virtues (axiology) . with a view to reach a new philosophical sphere (jing jie)
through comprehending the ancient and the modern, and combining the
Chinese with the Western. Though each of these essays has its emphasis (some
of them are exposition of general principles of a theory of wisdom and some are
studies of the history approaching to the theory of wisdom) . they as whole
have inherent theoretical connections among themselves. This volume can
therefore be considered as readings supplementary to the author's Three

Discourses on Wisdom .
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