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China is known as “a state of ceremonies”.
With the importance of personal moral
cultivation and paying attention to the
moral education, the traditional virtue is an
important component and characteristic of

Chinese national spirit.
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The formation and development of the
traditional virtues of the Chinese nation
has a history of thousands of years, from
oral tradition to written records. In the
continuous development and improvement,
the content is broad and profound. This
virtue is the crystallization of practicing
Chinese relations between people, human
and social relations and the relationship
between man and nature, which is reflected
in every Chinese words and deeds naturally.
This book discusses the traditional virtues of
the Chinese tradition of thousands of years
by the good words and exemplary conduct,
and selects many tales of the ancients, to

show the Chinese traditional virtues.
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The Summary of the Chinese
Traditional Virtues
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Virtue is fine moral character, referring to the positive, upward and
exalted moral characters guiding people and the society to good.
The moral character is the specification to people’s words and
deeds, some handed down by ways of written laws, decrees and
works etc, and some passed down by teaching with precepts and
examples from generation to generation. Laws restrict people from
outside through the national power, and moral character restricts
people from inside through personal power.

Chinese traditional virtues are the excellent moral heritage of
the Chinese nation inherited through five thousand years, whose
contents are broad and profound, involving all aspects of social
life. Their core thought is benevolence, righteousness, propriety,
wisdom and faith, on this basis, including four aspects of self-

cultivation and regulating the family, country and world.
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> The Core ldeas of the
Traditional Virtues

Benevolence, righteousness, propriety,
wisdom and faith are the core concept
of Chinese traditional virtues, and also
the core thought of Confucian thoughts,
known as Wuchang (cardinal virtues).
This Wuchang runs through the ethical
development of the ancient Chinese
nation, which was the first core factor in
the value system of ancient China.

Ren (benevolence) is namely the
coexistence norm and standard between
human beings. People need to be
deeply attached to each other and help
each other. China has always attached
importance to ethical relationship, with
particular emphasis on the harmonious
coexistence between human beings.
Therefore, benevolence in China has
the extremely important status, which
is the core of Wuchang and the source

of all virtues. The great Chinese
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Renshou Temple of the Summer Palace

Many ancient Chinese buildings are named Ren,
such as the Renshou Temple of the Summer
Palace.

thinker Confucius (551 B.C.- 479 B.C.)
defined benevolence as giving love,
and explained: he who himself is to
be successful should first make other
people successful; he who himself is to
be understood should first understand
others. Confucius also said if you can be
respectful, tolerant, honest, intelligent
and having the heart of grace, you had
all these five aspects and then could be
called benevolence. Moral character of
benevolence reflected in all aspects of
China, such as interpersonal stress on
kindheartedness, being most perfectly
fulfilled both in love and duty, political
stress on the policy of benevolence
and kernel governing. Now China’s
good-neighborly and friendly, peaceful
coexistence and other foreign policy
could also find philosophical basis from
here.

Yi (righteousness) means fair and

reasonable. Confucius said a gentleman
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Horizontal Inscribed Board of “Often Showing Loyalty” in Yue Temple, Hangzhou
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should be impartial and fair dealing.
China attaches great importance to the
virtue of righteousness. The ancient great
thinker Mencius (approx. 372 B.C.-
289 B.C.) said life was what I wanted,
and I wanted justice, too; if I could not
get the two at the same time, I would
rather choose justice and give up life.
Righteousness reflects in daily life
in all aspects of China, such as at the
national level, to emphasize the justice,
to deal with various relations fairly and
reasonably; to friends to be loyal and to
help each other; between husband and
wife, they will have to re-brotherhood,
and to carefully manage their marriage.
Li (propriety) indicates etiquette
and formality, which is ancient laws and
regulations and code of conducts between

nation and nation, and the interpersonal
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communication and getting on. Propriety
is an important part of ancient Chinese
laws. Chinese have attached importance
to propriety since ancient times, thinking
only politeness can maintain the long-
term stability of the community, so
China is known as a state of ceremonies.
Confucius said if you did not learn the

ceremony and practice the ceremony,
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Sacrificial Vessel System of the Zhou Dynasty

Sacrificial vessels originated in the late primitive society, which are containers used by the ancient
Chinese nobilities when holding ceremonial activities as sacrifices, conquests and junketing, etc., in

order to show the user's identity, class and power,
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you could not gain a foothold in this
world. In ancient China, propriety existed
in all kinds of social relations, and was
enforceable, e.g. to keep ceremony
between the monarch and his subjects,
mainly as subjects of fear of the monarch;
to keep ceremony between the teachers
and students, mainly for the students to
respect teachers, and the teachers were
not arrogant.

Zhi (wisdom) referring to knowledge
and experience, means to know right
from wrong and good from evil. One
should have higher experiences, correct
understanding and judgment to the nature
of a thing, and have the precise prediction
for the future development of the thing.
Confucius said that as long as there was
wisdom, we would not be confused to
face the problem. We could make the
right decision at the critical moment,
thus solving the problem. China has
always attached great importance to the
virtue of wisdom. Wisdom is reflected
in all aspects of life, whether political
decision, social management, or family
life and personal interaction with others

all needing wisdom.
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Portrait of Confucius
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Confucian

Confucianism is the most influential schools of thought in ancient China, which is a basic
cultural beliefs of the Chinese people. Confucianism was founded by the great thinker
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Picture of Confucius Shrines Figure, by Jiao Bingzhen (Qing Dynasty)
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Confucius in the Spring and Autumn Period, and then developed into the main dominant
school of thought in China’s feudal society by the thinker Dong Zhongshu in the Western Han
Dynasty. Confucianism takes benevolence as the core, advocates benevolence, righteousness,
propriety, wisdom and faith, as well as Zhong Shu (to treat others in the way of treating
oneself) and Zhong Yong (peace and gentle), proposes rule of virtue (to teach people with
moral reformatory education) and policy of benevolence (benevolent rule), paying attention

to ethics.
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Xin (faith) refers to credibility,
integrity and credit, which is one of the
basic principles in national governance
and interpersonal relationships. Chinese
have always been advocating honesty.
The ancients said that to treat people with
a sincere heart, others would respect you;
to do everything with integrity, you could

be successful.



