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Ah! Love, could you and [ with Him conspire,
To grasp that sorry Scheme of Things entire,
Would not we shatter it to bits — and then,

Re-mould it nearer to the Heart’s Desire.
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( That Lenten fare makes Lenten thought,
Who reads your golden Eastern lay,)
Than which I know no version done

In English more divinely well;

A planet equal to the sun

Which cast it, that large infidel

Your Omar; and your Omar drew
Full-handed plaudits from our best

In modern letters, and from two,

Old friends outvaluing all the rest.
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