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In 745 AD, Chang'an, the capital of more than ten Chinese dynasties,
had reached its glorious peak during the Tang dynasty. Emperor
Xuanzong, the victor of a complicated royal conflict, had become the
seventh emperor of this enormous empire in his late twenties. During
his thirty-years reign, the Tang dynasty had entered its golden era.
The empire not only expanded its territory and the influential power
across the continents, but also marked as a high point in Chinese
civilization. With the growing urbanization and the international trade,
ethnicities of Japan, Silla, Persia, Sogdia, India, Tibet, and many
other regions all came into Chang'an. They brought in splendid
foreign cultures and various religious practices, including Buddhism,
Nestorian Christianity, Manichaeism, Judaism, and Zoroastrianism.
The plethora of different ethnicities made the Tang dynasty the most
unique cosmopolitan empire of China.

Chang’an in 745 captures the cosmopolitanism of the Tang period. It
uses vivid and colorful drawings as well as plain and simple language
to illustrate the splendor and gaiety of this metropolis, and to
reconstruct its glory and beauty. This book leads the readers to visit
the royal palaces, the prosperous markets, and the attracting
playgrounds to describe the ambitious young men along with
beautiful women in Chang'an. It also explains the civil service
examination, a system that would lasted for one thousand years and
dominated the bureaucracy, the foreign embassies and international
transportation that stimulated the booming in economy and the
interaction among different cultures, the poems and arts which
celebrated the glories of the capital, and the various religious
traditions that rooted in this tolerant city. Through the flourishing
cultures' and the vitality of Chang'an, we can see the magnificence
and prosperity of the Tang empire.
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