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The ideals which have lighted my way, and time after time
have given me new courage to face life cheerfully have been
kindness, beauty and truth.

— A. Einstein




T~

A

({* Part 1 Pre-reading Activities

1.Respond to what you hear.

Listen to the passage and discuss with your classmates the questions.

1) What is the secret to a truly happy life?

2) Do you think giving will also make you a happy person?

gateway n. A [,
compassion n. [AlfF , X%
intention n. E & {TH
anonymously ad. 7!

karma =n.

2.Respond to what you see.

a5 ) CBRZORER BEZO Mk, BURAR N

legacy n. =
donation n. {1
janitor n. &I A
address v. FREF (HE £ A8

Mohammed 25 2 (0
.—/

Look at the pictures and discuss the questions in groups.

1)Can you describe the pictures below?

2) What message does cach picture convey?

3)How can you tell right from wrong?

2 Unit1




Part 1[I Theme-related Reading Text A })

Part Il Theme-related Reading _Lecxitwlm

Pre-reading questions @ @ @

1. What is the most unforgettable gift you've ever received from your mother?
2. How do you understand “making sacrifices is part of bringing up children”?

3. Are you still willing to contribute if you do not play the leading role in a team?

My Mother’s Gift

Suzanne Chazin

I T grew up in a small town where the elementary school was a ten-
minute walk from my house and in an age, not so long ago, when children
could go home for lunch and find their mothers waiting.

2 At the time, I did not consider this a luxury, although today it
certainly would be. T took it for granted that mothers were the sandwich-
makers, the finger-painting appreciators and the homework monitors. I never
questioned that this ambitious, intelligent woman, who had had a career before
I was born and would eventually return to a career, would spend almost every
lunch hour throughout my elementary school years just with me.

3 T only knew that when the noon bell rang, I would race breathlessly
home. My mother would be standing at the top of the stairs, smiling down at
me with a look that suggested I was the only important thing she had on her
mind. For this, I am forever grateful.

4 Some sounds bring it all back: the high-pitched squeal of my mother’s
teakettle, the rumble of the washing machine in the basement, the jangle of
my dog’s license tags as she bounded down the stairs to greet me. Our time

together seemed devoid of the gerrymandered schedules that now pervade my
life.

Unit1 3
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«f:aﬂ Il Theme-related Reading Text A

5 One lunchtime when I was in the third grade will stay with me always.
I had been picked to be the princess in the school play, and for weeks my
mother had painstakingly rchearsed my lines with me. But no matter how
casily I delivered them at home, as soon as I stepped onstage, every word
disappeared from my head.

6 Finally, my teacher took me aside. She explained that she had written a
narrator’s part to the play, and asked me to switch roles. Her words, kindly
delivered, still stung, especially when I saw my part go to another girl.

7 1 didn’t tell my mother what had happened when I went home for
lunch that day. But she sensed my unecase, and instcad of suggesting we
practice my lines, she asked if I wanted to walk in the yard.

8 It was a lovely spring day and the rose vine on the trellis was turning
green. Under the huge elm trees, we could sece yellow dandelions popping
through the grass in bunches, as if a painter had touched our landscape with
dabs of gold.

9 I watched my mother casually bend down by one of the clumps, “I
think I'm going to dig up all these weeds,” she said, yanking a blossom up by
its roots. “From now on, we’ll have only roses in this garden.”

10 “But I like dandelions”, T protested. “All flowers are beautiful — even
dandelions. ”

Il My mother looked at me seriously. “Yes, every flower gives pleasure
in its own way, doesn’t it?” She asked thoughtfully. I nodded, pleased that I
had won her over. “And that is true of people too,” she added. “Not everyone
can be a princess, but there is no shame in that.”

12 Relieved that she had guessed my pain, I started to cry as I told her
what had happened. She listened and smiled reassuringly.

13 “But you will be a beautiful narrator,” she said, reminding me of how
much I loved to read stories aloud to her, “The narrator’s part is every bit as
important as the part of the princess.”

14 Over the next few weeks, with her constant encouragement, I learned

to take pride in the role. Lunchtimes were spent reading over my lines and
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Part 11 Theme-related Reading Text A J,)

talking about what I would wear.

15 Backstage the night of the performance, I felt nervous. A few minutes
before the play, my teacher came over to me. “Your mother asked me to give
this to you,” she said, handing me a dandelion. Its edges were already
beginning to curl and it flopped lazily from its stem. But just looking at it,
knowing my mother was out there and thinking of our lunchtime talk, made
me proud.

16 After the play, I took home the flower I had stuffed in the apron of my
costume. My mother pressed it between two sheets of paper toweling in a
dictionary, laughing as she did it that we were perhaps the only people who
would press such a sorry-looking weed.

17 T often look back on our lunchtimes together, bathed in the soft midday
light. They were the commas in my childhood, the pauses that told me life is
not savored in premeasured increments, but in the sum of daily rituals and
small pleasures we casually share with loved ones. Over peanut-butter
sandwiches and chocolate-chip cookies, I learned that love, first and foremost,
means being there for the little things.

18 A few months ago, my mother came to visit. I took off a day from
work and treated her to lunch. The restaurant bustled with noontime activity
as business people made deals and glanced at their watches. In the middle of all
this sat my mother, now retired, and I. From her face I could see that she
relished the pace of the work world.

19 “Mom, you must have been terribly bored staying at home when I was
a child,” T said.

20 “Bored? Housework is boring. But you were never boring. ”

21 1 didn’t believe her, so I pressed. “Surely children are not as stimulating as
a career.”

22“A career is stimulating,” she said. “I'm glad I had one. But a career is
like an open balloon. It remains inflated only as long as you keep pumping. A
child is a seced. You water it. You care for it the best you can. And then it
grows all by itself into a beautiful flower.”
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{( Part 1l Theme-related Reading Text A

23 Just then, looking at her, I could picture us sitting at her kitchen table
once again, and I understood why I kept that flaky brown dandelion in our old

family dictionary pressed between two crumpled bits of paper towel.

(979 words)

(O HESRFMPEILL, *FHSRRARAL)

elementary’ a. in or connected with the first stages of a course of study ]
ieli'mentari K1 HEA Y

ambitious* o a. determined to be successful, rich, powerful, etc. 7 Bfil»
F A HE L Y

ESY

good at learning, understanding and thinking in a logical
way about things; showing this ability 45 A 54 (1), #5145

intelligent® '« [ o0

Y » B B £
high-pitched |1/l a. (of sounds) very high & i
¢ squeal /skwil n. a long high cry or sound #iA< (9 75 , 4 1R Y 75 2
. rumble ool n. a long deep sound or series of sounds $5F£% MK UT A 75 5
WeE o
jangle sl n. a hard noise like that of metal hitting metal 43 J& i 5 7 ,
| T 0 £ )
tag® /taq n. a small piece of paper, fabric, plastic, etc. attached to sth.
to identify it or give information about it HRZE , H i
bound b ol v. to run with long steps, esp. in an enthusiastic way BBk
il
devoid 1 ol a. completely lacking in sth. SE4A , =
gerrymander v. (disapproving) to change the size and borders of an area for
/!dzerimaendalr) voting in order to give an unfair advantage to one party in
an election AN 1E #8358 X R fdi 5 BUsE 3R 150050
pervade ool v. (fml.) to spread through and be noticeable in every part of
sth. B35 , 9R 18 , 0 &
princess® / prin'scs; n. the daughter or granddaughter of the king or queen 23 F
rehearse o000 v. to practice or make people practice a play. piece of music,
etc. in preparation for a public performance HEZ , HEE
onstage 11 crois ad . on the stage in a theatre 7E$£ 5 F
narrator o ool n. a person who tells a story, esp. in a book, play or film/
movie (5 RFIEHLE T ) BURE PR
switch® ] v. to exchange one thing for another 224 , #5# , X i
sting® v. to feel, or to make sb. feel, a sharp pain in a part of their

body (ff1) /&L R , B E LTI
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