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From Postcoloniality’s Contrapuntal Condition

In his latest book, Postmodern Political Knowledge, Shih Chih-
yu demonstrates, once again, that he is not only Taiwan’s foremost
political theorist but also representative of a new generation of
postcolonial scholars committed to de-hegemonizing social science as
a Western purview only. Shih does so by outrightly challenging the
Anglo-American tradition of treating politics as a science. Instead,
Shih urges us to see the art in politics. By this, he means linking the
“macro” with the “micro,” the “inside” with the “outside,” the “psy-
chological” with the “structural,” the “ethical” with the “political,” the
“masculine” with the “feminine,” the “East” with the “West.” In trav-
ersing these “levels of analysis,” considered inviolable in conventional
political science, Shih boldly produces a rich, multi-varied analysis
that addresses the central question of any postcolonial society: “Who
am [?” Not content to impose one answer or identity (as attempted by
many in both right- and left-wing movements), Shih seeks instead to
theorize from postcoloniality’s distinctively contrapuntal condition.
The significance of such theorizing is not limited to those societies
that have experienced formal decolonization. Postcolonial theory
bears a greater import. Globe-straddling production, finance, trade,
and technology under neoliberal globalization today have intensified
and exposed the demands of postcolonial fluidity, fragmentation, and
diasporic sensibilities rhat already exist in former colonial cores.
Ruling elites with their own economic interests at stake can no longer

seek refuge in older, imperialistic assignments of one, “true” identity.



They, along with all Others both inside and outside of sovereign
borders (whether territorial, cultural, or psychological), must under-
stand the world in its melange capacity. And Shih Chih-yu helps us to

do so.

:i f!-,&; ﬁ@- Lily H.M. Ling

Institute of Social Studies, The Hague
2001.12
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