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FORWORD

The Ever Changing Five-Goat City

Guangzhou is often known as the “City of Five Goats™ or the “City of Rice Ears”. The legend has it that
during the reign of Zhou Xianwang (368-321 B.C.), five celestials in costumes of different colors riding on goats
descended from the heavens in the courtyard of Minister Gao Gu’s residence in Chuting (Guangzhou). Presenting
the rice ears from the mouths of the goats, they blessed, “May this town be free from famine forever.”, wishing
favorable weather, prosperity, bumper harvest and happy and peaceful life to its residents. Saying this, the five
celestials rose up into the sky and disappeared, leaving behind the goats on the hill, which became stones. Hence
the name of the “City of Five Goats,” “City of Goat Statues’ or the “City of Rice Ears”,

This beautiful legend reflects the dream and aspiration of the Guangzhou people, who, for thousands of
years, have endeavored and even paid for the realization of their ideals. And what is making their dream come
true is the open and reform policies.

The social economy of Guangzhou is now in a period of overall development. For the past nine years,
Guangzhou has focused on economic construction. Intensive efforts have been made to build its infrastructure
and a sustained progress of economy has been maintained. Its economic strength has been building up markedly
with its environment for investement 1mproved continuously. Its urban and rural residents, in a better living
condition of sufficient food and cloths are gradually turning to a fairly-well-off life. Parallel to the economic
development, active work has been done to promote ideological and cultural advances. Profound changes have
taken place in the fields of industry, agriculture, foreign trade, science and technology, culture, education, sports,
public health and urban construction. Guangzhou, fast now on its way of development, will emerge as a socialist,
modern, multifunctional and pivotal city with a high degree of democracy and advanced ideology and culture,
playing a radioactive role both internally and externally.

Guangzhou has a long history of economic and trade relations with foreign countries. Dating back to 860
B.C., when more and more people were settling here, the city was beginning to take shape. From then on, its
economy had prospered and its size grown. In the Tang Dynasty, Guangzhou became a famous city of commerce
and port for trade with foreign countries. In communications with the Arabic and Western countries, a sea
“Silk Route” or “Balm Route” was gradually formed, originating from Guangzhou and covering the Pacific and
the Indian Ocean, which has now existed for nearly 2,000 years. The ancient trade has led conducively to the
current development of Guangzhou’s foreign economy and trade. In this field, Guangzhou, as one of the coastal
cities of China open to the outside world, is advancing rapidly more than ever before. From 1979 to 1987,
823 agreements had been signed for direct utilization of 1.83 billion US dollars” worth of foreign investment. In
the meantime, advanced technology and equipments had been introduced for technical upgrading of the outdated
enterprises. Up to now, above 70% of these enterprises have been technically updated. The technical standard
of its industry has thus been raised to make “Guangzhou Commodities” more competitive in the domestic
and world markets. Up to now, Guangzhou has established trade relations with 5,000 firms from more than 100
countries and regions. Its export volume in 1987 reached US$860 million. “Guangzhou Commodities” have
been widening their scope in the world market.

Guangzhou, a city of blooming flowers and green plants all the year round, has its heroic revolutionary
traditions. The brave fighting against foreign invasion at Sanyuanli, the Huanghuagang Uprising, which was the
beginning of the Democratic Revolution, the Guangzhou Uprising, which established the first Commune in
the Orient, and the first cooperation initiated by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, between the Chinese Communist Party
and Kuomintang, all have added one epic chapter after another to the history of Guangzhou. In the continuation
of this, the people of Guangzhou are forging ahead vigorously to make more glorious contributions to this heroic
city.

Guangzhou has a long history and a beautiful and fertile land, and is now building modernizations of China
in a big way. I would be so grateful if this pictorial could enable the reader to understand and like Guangzhou.

Zhu Shenlin Mayor of Guangzhou City
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The Five-Ram Statue on the top of Yuexiu Hill tells you the legend of this city.
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Thrush
the city bird.
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Kapok, the city
flower.
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Guangzhou Municipal People’s Government Office Building, characterized by its Chinese traditional architecture.
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Da Bei Road, desolate in the past, is now
a busy downtown street.
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A city of green
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Blocks of new
buildings on the
bank of the
green Nan Xiu
Lake.
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FEE L o SR > Bk PEfE - WIEFELE © A picturesque view on the top of White Cloud Mountain.
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HE el AR LR - E LT i New buildings are mushrooming along Remin Road, N. by the
Liu Hua Lake at the foot of Yue Xiu Hill.
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Meng Yuan Garden on the bank of Liu Hua Lake, exhibiting the
native customs of minority nationalities in Yunnan.
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Dong Shan Hu Park,
a resort with a
peaceful lake and
plentiful shady trees.

BN 67 T ERTL Sk o M A H R T i e F TR B BB 1 o

% o
Guangzhou is situated on the north edge of the Pearl River Delta. Guangzhou people

are dressing up the banks of
the Pearl River.




