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From Sub-Field to Professional Discipline:
The Reappearance of Chinese History of Medicine
in the 21" Century and Some Interpretations

Michael Shiyung Liu

Research Fellow and Deputy-Director, Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica

Abstract

The writing of Chinese history of medicine eventually becomes a professional
discipline in the 21" century. However, the latest development in Taiwan is different
from the early writings of Chinese history of medicine during the Republican era.
From incentives to intellectual limitations, the difference is significant. The author
starts to review the historiography of Chinese history of medicine and distinguishes
stages and contents of its development. The article therefore aims to illuminate the
motives to re-generate Chinese history of medicine in 1980s Taiwan along with
participantsinese history of medicine during the Republican era. From incentives to
intellectual limitations, the difference is significant. The authd weak spots to develop
Chinese history of medicine as a professional discipline in contemporary Taiwan.
[n sum, despite the Chinese history of medicine became a respectable sub-field of
historical studies in Taiwan, the effort to claim its professional identity in historical
studies still requires much effort.

Keywords: Chinese history of medicine, professional history, historiography,
Taiwan, Japanese history of medicine
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