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PREFACE
THE LUCY MAUD BUCKINGHAM COLLECTION

Is has long been the intention of The Art Institute to publish a comprehensive and well
illustrated book on the Lucy Maud Buckingham Collection of Chinese Bronzes. This remarkable
group is chosen from a collection which is not only one of the glories of the museum but is already
famous among Orientalists.

Twenty-one years ago Miss Kate S. Buckingham bought her first Chinese bronze. The moment
was propitious. Bronzes were rapidly coming into foreign favor. New excavations revealed new
masterpieces of this ancient art. Occidental collectors whose far horizons had been bounded by the
Ming Dynasty now realized that pure Chinese design was of vastly greater antiquity and perceived
that these ancient bronze makers were among the most perfect designers and craftsmen in the long
history of art.

Chicago was fortunate in having a donor like Miss Buckingham who sensed their importance.
Aided by our Curator of Oriental Art, Charles Fabens Kelley, who is one of the recognized
authorities in this field, she added bronze after bronze, determined to make the collection one of
the best in the world. Since her death a few extraordinary examples have been acquired through the
fund Miss Buckingham left to continue her collections.

For this publication The Art Institute was fortunate in securing the collaboration of Ch’en
Meng-chia, Professor of Chinese Archaeology and Paleography, at the National Tsing-Hua
University of Peiping. Professor Ch’en is a most eminent scholar in this field and his translations
of inscriptions as well as his excellent commentary on the history and use of Chinese bronzes is a
true contribution. The specialist will find new material in these notes and the general reader will
discover that Professor Ch’en has corrected many popular misapprehensions. In order to show the
illustrations to the greatest advantage, it has been decided to put this detailed material in the rear of
the volume. The descriptions and arrangement of plates are the contribution of Mr. Kelley, who has
edited the study as a whole. .

As shown in detail and large scale photographs, these bronzes are full of an extraordinary
vitality. To Western eyes their forms are often brilliant and original. The motifs that relate (rather
than merely ornament) their formal “architecture” are equally resourceful. Indeed, such mastery
of design pervades even the simplest of these pieces that the Buckingham Collection should more
than ever become the inspiration of our designers and enlarge the delight of the public in great

works of art.

DANIEL CATTON RICH, Director
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FOREWORD

In presenting this volume of bronzes from the Buckingham Collection, the purpose has been
to represent them as adequately as illustrations will permit, so that they may be seen in all their
impressive solidity and solemn grandeur. The color of ancient bronzes is of course an element of
great appeal, but we can be sure that the color of the bronzes as we see them is not at all like the
color which their original owners knew. It may be then that monochrome illustrations, by no means
a distinct advantage, will nevertheless force us to concentrate our attention on the elements which
made these bronzes meaningful to the Chinese.

The significance of the decoration offers a vast field for speculation, but the authors believe
there is no purpose in introducing speculations in a volume such as this. When the Shang
bronzes known to us were made, there were many centuries of evolution behind them, not only
in the processes of bronze founding but in the organization, integration and stylization of design
motifs. Undoubtedly scientific excavation will soon be resumed in China, shedding new light on
archaeological problems. We therefore see no purpose in stating here anything but the known facts.
Esthetically the bronzes speak for themselves.

When Miss Kate Buckingham began collecting Chinese bronzes it was solely to honor the
memory of her sister with things of beauty, above average quality and of definite esthetic appeal.
She did not care to include all types nor was she particularly interested in unique specimens. The
satisfaction derived from the possession of a few outstanding examples led to further acquisitions
and finally the realization that a collection had actually been assembled. Miss Buckingham
professed no knowledge of Oriental Art but her standards were high and exacting.

This seems a good time to make these impressive and beautiful bronzes accessible to a larger
public which is coming to realize how rewarding it is to know more about Chinese culture.

Professor Ch’en Meng-chia, by great good fortune in Chicago at this time, has expressed
his willingness to put the results of his intensive study of early bronzes at our disposal. He is
responsible for the commentary and the notes. Professor Ch’en believes that some of the most
important examples known may be found among our bronzes and also among the inscriptions.

The authors wish particularly to thank Miss Mafgaret 0. Gentles, Assistant Curator of Oriental
Art, for the bibliography and for the constant help which greatly contributed to the completion of
the work.

The photographs, remarkably successful in capturing the appeal of the bronzes, were made by
Mr. Richard Brittain, photographer for The Art Institute.

CHARLES FABENS KELLEY
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