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Unit 1
Famous People

ANG LEE

Born and raised in Taiwan, Ang Lee moved to the United States in 1978. After re-

ceiving a Bachelor of Fine Arts in theater from the University of Illinois, he went to

New York University to complete a Master of Fine Arts Degree in film production. At
NYU, his short film Fine Line won Best Director and Best Film awards at the NYU
Film Festival.

Lee’s first feature film, Pushing Hands, was screened at the 1992 Berlin Film Fes-
tival and won Best Film at the Asian-Pacific Film Festival. The film was nominated for
nine Golden Horse Awards, the Taiwanese equivalent to the Oscar. It was also the first
film in Lee’s Father Knows Best trilogy. His next film, The Wedding Banquet, premi-
ered at the 1993 Berlin Festival, where it scored the festival’s top prize and went on to
international acclaim. The film received Best Foreign Language Film nominations from
the Academy Awards and the Golden Globe Awards. The film also received six Inde- 1
pendent Spirit Awards. It was the second film in Lee’s Father Knows Best trilogy.

Lee’s third feature film was the final entry in his trilogy: Eat Drink Man Woman. A—
The film was selected as the opening night film for the Directors Fortnight series at the
1994 Cannes Film Festival; it was awarded Best Foreign Language Film by the National
Board of Review.

In 1995, Lee directed Sense and Sensibility, adapted by Emma Thompson from
Jane Austen’s novel of the same name. It was nominated for seven Academy Awards,

including Best Picture, winning Best Screenplay Adaptation. The film also received
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Golden Globe Awards for Best Picture and Best Adapted Screenplay. Cited on more than
100 critics’ Ten Best lists, the film was named Best Picture by the Boston Film Critics
and the National Board of Review. Lee was named Best Director by the New York Film
Critics Circle, as well as by the Boston Society of Film Critics. When it was shown at
the 1996 Berlin Film Festival, the film won the Festival’s top prize.

Ang next directed 1997’ s The Ice Storm, adapted by James Schamus from Rich
Moody’s novel. The Ice Storm premiered at the 1997 Cannes Film Festival, was select-
ed as the opening night film of the 1997 New York Film Festival and went on to become
one of the year’s best reviewed films.

Lee’s next film was the powerful Civil War drama Ride with the Devil. The film
with a screenplay by James Schamus based on the novel by Daniel Woodrell. Ang’s lat-
est film is the critically acclaimed Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, which premiered at
the Cannes Film Festival 2000 and won Best Picture at the Toronto Film Festival. Ang
received a Golden Globe Award and a Directors Guild Award for Best Director. The film
also received awards for Best Original Score by Tan Dun and Best Foreign Language
Film. Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon won four Academy Awards, including Best For-

eign Film,

New Words and Expressions

bachelor /'baetfala/ n. CHE A
master /'masta/ n. i+
screen /skrimn/ . T
nominate /'nomineit/ v, £z
equivalent /ikwivalant/ n. ZMmy
premiere /'premica/ v, =1
trilogy /'triladzi/ n. =Rl
2 zidapt /odeept/ . X S
critic /'kritik/ n. B R
_ screenplay /'skri:nplei/ n. e, 5 Bl 2

I . Read the passage and choose the best answer to each qusetion.

1. In which university did Ang Lee get his Master’s Degree?

.
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A. University of Illinois B. New York University
C. Taiwan University D. None of them
2. About Lee’s first feature film, which of the statement is not true?
A. It’s name is Pushing Hands.
B. It was screened in the year of 1992,
C. It won Best Film at the Asian-Pacific Film Festival.
D. It was nominated for eight Golden Horse Awards.
3. Lee’s film Wedding Banquet received nominations from the A-
cademy Awards.
A. Best Foreign Language Film B. Best Picture
C. Best Adapted Screenplay D. Best Director

4. The movie Sense and Sensibility was adapted from novel.
A. Jane Austen’s B. Rick Moody’s
C. James Schamus’ D. Daniel Woodrell
5. The film Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon has won Academy
Awards.
A. one B. two C. three D. four

Il . Read the passage again and write down what happened to Ang Lee in the fol-

lowing periods.

. the year of 1978;
. the year of 1992
. the year of 1993;
. the year of 1995.
. the year of 1997
. the year of 2000.

D U s W N

Summary of Useful patterns [ —,

Topics patterns =

Growth experi- | 1. Born and raised in Taiwan, Ang Lee moved to the United States

ence in 1978.
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Education

After receiving a Bachelor of Fine Arts in theater from the Univer-
sity of Illinois, he went to New York University to complete a

Master of Fine Arts Degree in film production.

Achievement in

film

1. Lee’s first feature film, Pushing Hands, won Best Film at the
Asian-Pacific Film Festival.

2. His next film, The Wedding Banquet, scored the top prize at the
1993 Berlin Festival.

3. The film Eat Drink Man Woman was awarded Best Foreign Lan-
guage Film by the National Board of Review.

4. The film Sense and Sensibility was nominated for seven Academy
Awards and also received Golden Globe Awards for Best Picture
and Best Adapted Screenplay.

5. The Ice Storm went on to become one of the year’s best reviewed
films.

6. Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon won four Academy Awards,

including Best Foreign Film.
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animal animal-like
-like honey honey-like
ball ball-like
long longish
boy boyish
-ish self selfish
good goodish
yellow yellowish
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[ll. Fill in the blanks by using the above words.

1. After tea, he wrote a letter to Hilda.
2. The local paper criticized what it described as the behaviour of

the football fans.

3.1 know that when I have children, I have to be less

4, The flowers of mature lime trees have a delicious fragrance.

5. There was a large, structure on the top of the building.

6. Even as an old man he retained his charm.

7. You can see that the leaves of these trees vary from green to

dark green.

8.1t was a production of the play; I’ ve seen better but there have

also been far worse.

IV. Translate the following phrases and expressions,

L2t 5. Berlin Film Festival
2. Bl 224 6. Golden Horse Awards

3. KA 7. Best Adapted Screenplay
4. BER 8. Academy Awards

V. Translate the following sentences by using the words or expressions given in
the brackets,

1. XANE R HSEA S T4 . (equivalent to)

2. XHMHEENEBEEMKBET L. (screen) 5

3. VR K B F1E ™ 55 sk Bk B B9 3F 4 . Ceritic)

4R B -L I R RS . (ominate) P—
5. BT H e B R AR X N RS T IR KRS . (premiere) 3

.




Gas-Station Philosopher

* During our first summer on the Arizona desert, I thought I’ d roasted. Trying to
garden, tag after the children and shop at my usual place nearly killed me in the 112-de-
gree temperature.

By the next April I was already dreading those months of Hades coming up. I told
Mr. Simpson so, at his service station in Phoenix while he filled my car’s tank.

“Now, you don’t want to worry the season that way,”he chided gently. “Dreading
the scorchers just makes the summer start sooner and last longer.”

I realized, as I paid the bill, that he was right. Summer in my thinking was already
upon us, making a five-month hot spell.

“Treat the heat like a welcome surprise,”he said, handing me change. “Take advan-
tage of the best that our summer offers and ignore the rest under air conditioning. ”

“Is there a best about summer here?” I asked weakly.

“Ever up at five or six o’clock? I swear, those July morning skies are so rosy-like
heaven is blushing. And on August nights, the stars look like icebergs floating in a dark
blue ocean. And a person doesn’t know the real joy of swimming until he’s jumped into
the water on a 114-degree day!”

As Mr. Simpson went to wait on another customer, a younger employee who’d
been standing nearby grinned and said softly, “Well, you’ve just had Simpson’s Spe-
cial—free with a fill-up. ”

To my amazement, Mr. Simpson’s advice worked. When my dreading stopped, A-
pril and May were cut from the hot season. And when the scorchers did arrive, I worked
at my roses in the heavenly cool of morning. In the afternoon I slept with the young
ones. And in the evening we played croquet and made ice cream on the patio. Through
the summers that followed, I learned the beauty of the desert sunrise.

Years later, when we moved to Cleveland, our neighbors there were already wor-
rying about winter in September. When the snows of December did arrive, our chil-
dren—David, 10, and Dawn, 12—were excited. As they made snowballs, our neighbors
gathered to watch “those nutty desert kids who’ve never seen snow before”.

When the children neaded for the hills with their sleds, a few neighbors joined the
kids “so they won’t kill themselves by hitting trees”. Later they’d go skating on the
pond with David and Dawn “to keep them from falling through the ice”. Afterward, a-
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dults and children would sit by our fireplace and linger over hot chocolate.

On one afternoon a middle-aged neighbor remarked, “For years the snow has just

been something to shovel. 1’d forgotten what real fun it can be!”

A few years later we were transferred home to the desert. When I drove to the
service station, I learned from the new owner that age had forced Mr. Simpson to sell.
He’d bought a tiny station in nearby carefree.

I drove there and visited Mr. Simpson as he served our car. He was thinner now,
with hair the color of silver hubcaps. But his pleasant smile was still the same. I asked
how he was.

“I’m not worrying about growing old,”he said, coming out from under the hood.
“Too busy enjoying life out here in the country, ”

As he started writing up the sale, he added, “At twilight jack rabbits pop like corn
out of the bush. When the moon comes up, coyotes gather on the knoll. I’ve never seen
a spring with more abundant wildlife. ”

All the way home, I thought about Simpson’s Special—that wonderful man’s se-

cret to happiness. Instead of dreading life’s minuses, he simply enjoyed its pluses.

New Words and Expressions

roast /raust/ v. ¥, Hit

dread /dred/ v, R4, Fh, O
Hades /'heidi:z/ n. & £ , =¥
chide /tfaid/ v. Fr 5t

scorcher /'skaitfa/ n. KK

iceberg /'aisba:g/ n. vK Ll

croquet /'kraukei/ n. HE BR X%

patio /'patiou/ n. K, BEF

sled /sled/ n. L&

shovel /'Tavl/ n. 4

hubcap /'habkaep/ n. RHE
twilight /twailait/ n. PHCEH Y, RO Y
coyote ' /'kaisut/ n. 1L ¥y

knoll /maul/ n. GNIT
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[Reading Comprehension|

. The author knew Mr. Simpson because

A. they were good friends

B. Mr. Simpson was his servant

C. they had worked together for many years
D. Mr. Simpson used to fill his car’s tank

. Mr. Simpson never worried about his life or anything else because

A. he was a man with no ideas about the world around him
B. he was a philosopher
C. he knew that as a man we can do little about our world

D. he liked beautiful nights

. According to Mr. Simpson, we should

A. learn to enjoy the natural world
B. learn to enjoy the sky on nights
C. get up early every day to enjoy the beautiful sunrise

D. have our own station if we want to be happy

. The author’s children like snow, because

A. they knew how to enjoy life

B. they had not seen snow before

C. they were good at skiing and they wanted to show their skills
D. they were not afraid of being killed

. “age had forced Mr. Simpson to sell”’means

A. Mr. Simpson was old and his station was sold
B. Mr. Simpson gave up his station because he was a philosopher

C. Mr Simpson sold his §tation many years ago

D. age was so strong that even Mr. Simpson could do nothing but give

up his station
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Opening Address( 7F %7 )

Leaders, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

2002 China Foshan modern international seminar cum pottery, China Foshan first
international exhibition of modern ceramics has its grand opening today. I have the hon-
or to speak on behalf of the seminar organizers Foshan sculpture center, Foshan modern
ceramics research center to give today’s leaders, distinguished guests and artists warm

welcome, and be sincerely grateful to the hard work of the entire staff!

Sample 2

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Today the sixth Beijing Chaoyang International Business Festival, 2005 Beijing Chi-
na Town Forum summit here have their grand opening. First, please allow me to pres-

ent warmly congratulations to the convocation of the meeting. And I would also like to

give my warm welcome and heartfelt thanks to the attending leaders and friends.

New Words and Expressions

pottery /'potari/ n. P 75
ceramics /sireemiks/ n. i P b
sculpture /'skalptfa/ n. e 2a)
distinguished /distingwift/ @ HIER
forum /'forram/ n. Wiz

convocation / konvakeifan/ n. HEL




Summary of useful patterns

. Allow me to call the meeting to order.

. I would like to call the symposium to order.

. I welcome you all on behalf of. ..

. Welcome you all to attend this meeting.

. The first speaker today is Dr. ...

. I give the floor to Mr. ...

. The first speaker to take the floor is Prof. ...

. At this press conference of..., we have with us. ..

W 00 N O Ul W N

. Now I am very glad to give the floor to. .. to make some opening remarks.

I . Decide whether the statements are true or false based on the two samples you

have just read.

1. The first sample is about the national seminar on pottery.
2. The speaker who gives the opening address is from the Foshan modern
ceramics research center,

3. The second opening address is given on the opening ceremony of the

sixth Beijing Chaoyang International Business Festival.

4. 2005 China Town Forum summit was also held in the city of Beijing.
I . Complete the following opening address according to the Chinese given,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good evening and 1 (i 4 & )our annual Public Relations Pracition-

er of the Year Awards Banquet. It is such a pleasure to see so many 2 (f

) ,this evening, Professor Charles Stuart 4 CE4EfRI45 % =)on Public Re-

lations. Now, it is, indeed, a rare privilege for me to 5 (HHPBRITHER
s aiae . - _
%= AN) ,Professor Stuart.

10 FEH K %48 F)in our audience. A special welcome to all of you. 3 (HR#EiX

e TR Ran 2755
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[Listening comprehension|

T . Listen to the dialogues and choose the best answers.

1. A.50 B. 45 C.25 D. 20
2. A. It’s 15 minutes late. B. It’s 25 minutes late.
C.It’s 20 minutes late. D. It’s 30 minutes late.

3. A. Billy never lost his books before.
B. This is the first time that Billy lost his books.
C. Billy lost his books before.
D. Billy has disappeared many times.
4. A. She is welcome to borrow me.
B. Her English teacher needs the dictionary.
C. Take the dictionary out of the library.
D. Buy a French-English dictionary for herself.

5. A. clear B. cloudy C. snowing D. raining

Il . Listen to the following two passages and choose the best answers to the ques-

tions.

1. A. Travelling to work gets more difficult and expensive.

B. The colors of the bikes attract people.
C. A bike runs faster than a car. 11
D. A bike can be put anywhere.

2. A. Cycling is good for your health. | —,
B. You will be fatter if you cycle to work. @vﬁ%

C. You can save your strength if you cycle to work.

D. It’s more comfortable to ride a bicycle than drive a car.
3. A. Cycling Is Good for You.

B. Back to the Bike.

C. Cycling Can Be Fun.
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