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Preface to the Chinese Edition

It is a great honor to write this new introduction to the Chinese translation of A Primer
of Ecology. 1 wrote this book over 20 years ago, when I started teaching basic Ecology
and Evolution to undergraduate biology majors at the University of Vermont. The
organization and content of the book closely follow my lecture notes that were
developed for that class, which I still teach every year in the fall semester.

Since that time, there have been many changes in the field of ecology, particularly
in the area of forecasting shifting geographic ranges of species in response to climate
change, and understanding the relationship between biodiversity and ecosystem func-
tion. However, the core principles of the discipline have not changed, and the mate-
rial presented in this primer is still very relevant to all of the pressing concerns over
the environment.

The intent of this book is to explain the mathematical principles that form the foun-
dation of ecological science. Although mathematics is a universal language, the as-
sumptions and predictions underlying mathematical equations must be carefully
explained and described. This is best done in one’s own native language.

I am extremely grateful to Chengjin Chu, a scholar at Sun Yat-sen University whose
research interests include plant—plant interactions, species coexistence and biodiver-
sity maintenance, and climate change ecology. Chengjin contacted me in 2012 with
his proposal for a Chinese translation of the Primer. Since then, he has corresponded
extensively with me on the text. He has taken careful note of many idiosyncrasies and
subtle wordings of the English language in the Primer. He has been careful to modify
the wording in some places so that the Chinese translation is correct and proper and
fully conveys all of the meaning of the original text.

In the past 20 years, science has become much more international, and our net-
work of scientific collaborators now cover the globe. I hope that our paths will cross
one day so that we can discuss your ecological research—and perhaps even play some

music together.

Nicholas J. Gotelli
Burlington, Vermont, USA
21 August 2015
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