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Section One General English Reading

ltem One Culture And Education

A desert is a beautiful land of silence and space. The sun shines, the wind blows,
and time and space seem endless. Nothing is soft. The sand and rocks are hard, and
many of the plants even have hard needles instead of leaves.

The size and location of the world’s deserts are always changing. Over millions of
years, as climates change and mountains rise, new dry and wet areas develop. But
within the last 100 years, deserts have been growing at a frightening speed. This is
partly because of natural changes, but the greatest makers are humans.

Humans can make deserts, but humans can also prevent their growth. Algeria and
Mauritania are planting a similar wall around Nouakchott, the capital. Iran puts a thin
covering of petroleum on sandy areas and plants trees. The oil keeps the water and

small trees in the land, and men on motorcycles keep the sheep and goats away. Russia
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and India are building long canals to bring water to desert areas.

] . Decide whether each of the following statements is true or false according to
the passage. Write T or F accordingly.

1. In this passage, “needles” refers to hard things on the leaves. ( )
2. People in some countries are fighting a battle to prevent the desert from growing.

( )

3. Deserts have been growing at a frightening speed. This is mainly because of natural

changes. ( )
4. Iran puts petroleum on sandy areas and to help trees growing. ( )
5. Men in Iran ride motorcycles to graze animal. ( )

[I. Fill in the blanks by putting in the missing information based on the passage

(in no more than 3 words).

1. Many of the plants in desert have instead of leaves.

2. and of the world’s deserts are always changing.

3. Deserts have been growing at a frightening speed, mainly because of

4. Iran puts on sandy areas and plants trees.

5. With the , water and small trees can be kept in the land, and men on

motorcycles keep the sheep and goats away.

[Il. Find the definition in the right column which matches the word in the left

column.

1. petroleum A. a sharp pointed implement

2. keep away B. long and narrow strip of water made for boats or for irrigation
3. needle C. prevent from coming close

4. location D. a dark oil consisting mainly of hydrocarbons prevent

5. canal E. a point or extent in space
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Eating Yuanxiao

Yuanxiao is the special food for the Lantern Festival. It is believed that Yuanxiao
is named after a palace maid, Yuanxiao, of Emperor Wu Di of the Han Dynasty.
Yuanxiao is a kind of sweet dumpling, which is made with sticky rice flour filled with
sweet stuffing. And the Festival is named after the famous dumpling. It is very easy to
cook—simply dump them in a pot of boiling water for a few minutes.

Guessing Lantern Riddles

“Guessing lantern riddles” is an essential part of the Festival. Lantern owners
write riddles on a piece of paper and post them on the lanterns. If visitors have solutions
to the riddles, they can pull the paper out and go to the lantern owners to check their
answers. If they are right, they will get a little gift. The activity emerged during
people’s enjoyment of lanterns in the Song Dynasty (960—1279). As riddle guessing is
interesting and full of wisdom, it has become popular among all social stratas.

Watching Fireworks

In the daytime of the Festival , performances such as a dragon lantern dance, a lion
dance, a land boat dance, a yangge dance, walking on stilts and beating drums while
dancing will be staged. On the night, except for magnificent lanterns, fireworks form a

beautiful scene. Most families spare some fireworks from the Spring Festival and let
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them off in the Lantern Festival. Some local governments will even organize a fireworks
party. On the night when the first full moon enters the New Year, people become really

intoxicated by the imposing fireworks and bright moon in the sky.

(http://www. hxen. com/englisharticle/yingyuyuedu/2011-02-14/136127. html )

Write out the general idea of the passage with simple words.
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Item Two The Ways of The World

The Hang Zhou city government has put it on top of its agenda in recent years to
create a better living environment in the city. Through rebuilding its streets and houses
and protecting its cultural heritage, Hang Zhou is now attracting more and more people
to come here to start business, make investment, receive education and even settle
down.

In history, Hang Zhou has long enjoyed the fame of a city of culture and as the
hometown of silk, tea, fish and rice. In recent years, the city has been crowned with
many more honorable titles, such as State Environmental Protection Model City, the
City with Most Favorable Investment Environment, the City with Highest Level of
Happiness Index, the United Nations Habitat Award, and the International Garden
City. The residents’ living conditions have also improved significantly compared with
years ago, with housing area per person at 27. 51 square meters today. Besides

constructing high-quality commercial buildings, the city laid much emphasis on
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establishing a housing system meeting the needs of medium and low-income families.
Last year, a total of 6,129 sets of economical houses, with a total construction area of
510,000 square meters, were sold to these residents. The city government is also
planning to invest 166 million Yuan (US $ 20.7 million) in rebuilding dangerous and
old buildings. It is estimated that more than 2,000 families will benefit from this.
With respect to residential surroundings, high-tech, green and environmentally
friendly housing are the major concepts advocated. To meet the criterion of “harmonious
residential environment” , the government is pushing forward standardized property
management. Now, 85 percent of residential areas are administered by property
management companies. More than 85 percent of these property management companies

have met the required standard.

[ . Decide whether each of the following statements is true or false according to

the passage. Write T or F accordingly.

1. The Hang Zhou city government has put creating a better living environment in the
city on top of its agenda in recent years. ( )

2. In history, Hang Zhou was famous for its scene. ( )

3. Besides constructing high-quality commercial buildings, the city emphasize greatly on

establishing a housing system meeting the needs of medium and low-income families.

( )
4. The government will push forward standardized property management soon. ( )
5. All the property management companies have met the required standard.  ( )

[I. Fill in the blanks by putting in the missing‘information based on the passage.

1. The major concepts which the Hang Zhou government advocates about residential
surroundings are

2. In history, Hang Zhou a city of culture and the hometown of silk, tea,

fish and rice.
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In recent years, Hang Zhou

with many honorable titles.

To meet the criterion about “harmonious residential environment”, Hang Zhou

government has carried out

Now, property management companies

85 per cent of residential areas.

. Find the definition in the right column which matches the word in the left

column.

1. settle down

2. with respect to
3. agenda

4. criterion

5. crown

= P

o ® >

refer to

become established and stable in one’s residence or life style
a wreath or garland worn on the head to signify victory

a temporally organized plan for matters to be attended to

the ideal in terms of which something can be judged

Employment agreements, those indispensable and allegedly nontransferable

contracts that serve as an early link between students and their future employers, have

in a new phenomenon, become goods that can be sold and purchased on the Internet.

If a student finds a better job and does not want to work for the company he has
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already signed an agreement with, he or she must pay several thousand yuan to the
former company as compensation to terminate the agreement, after which he or she can
obtain a new employment agreement from the university to sign with another company.
Unfortunately, not all students are rich enough to afford the several thousand yuan,
so some of them have come up with the idea to buy “fresh”, or unsigned employment
agreements from other students, who might start their own business or progress on to
graduate school and don’t need the agreements any more. Then, they can use the newly
bought agreement to sign a new contract with another company and leave the former one

behind.

(http://www. hxen. com/ englisharticle/yingyuyuedu/2011-03-09/137840. html)

Write out the general idea of the passage with simple words.
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Iltem Three Exotic Atmosphere

Cairo, the cradle of civilization, the Melting Pot of Ancient and Modern Egyptian
Civilizations. It is the largest city in the Middle East and lies at the center of all routes
leading to and from the three continents: Asia, Africa and Europe. It is the city where
past and present meet. On its west side lies the Ancient Egyptian city of Memphis, and
the site of the Pyramids, the only wonder surviving of the Seven Wonders of the World.
Indeed, a journey through Cairo is a journey through time...

In spite of a thousand years of history, Cairo is young by Egyptian standards,
because modern Cairo emerged only with the Arab conquest of Egypt.

The most famous of Cairo’s sights is the string of 60 pyramids that stretches along
the western border of the desert. The Great Pyramid of Khufu was built by the Egyptian
Pharaoch Khufu of the Fourth Dynasty around the year BC 2560 to serve as a tomb when
he dies.

When it was built, the Great Pyramid was 145. 75 meters high. Over the years,



