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1. Do you know the geographical
‘ position of China?

The territory of China looks like a rooster whose head
faces towards the east and tail towards the west. The land ar-
ea of China is about 9. 6 million square kilometers, which is
smaller than that of the whole Europe by only 0. 4 million
square kilometers. And the land area of China ranks the
third in the world; which is only smaller than Russia and
Canada. China, which is located between the southeast of
the Asia-Europe Continent and Pacific Ocean, the largest o-
cean in the world, with Himalayas, the highest mountain



range in the world standing in her west, is a country having
both land and sea. The southernmost area of China reaches
the southwestern coastal waters of Malaysia (N4°), and the
northernmost area is adjacent to the Far East Area of Russia
(the central line of the main channel of Heilongjiang River,
N53° 31"). The beeline distance between the southernmost
and the northernmost area is approximately 5500 kilometers,
covering an area of about 50° in latitude. The easternmost
part of China is the converge region of the Wusuli River and
the Heilongjiang River ( E135° 5'), and the westernmost
part is the Uzbel Pass which is located at the Uluggia County
of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region and is bounded by
Tajikistan ( E73° 40’). The beeline distance between the
easternmost and the westernmost area is 5,200 kilometers,
covering an area of about 61° in longitude with more than
four hours of time difference existing. Therefore, when peo-
ple living in the eastern area begin to enjoy their breakfast
and milk, people living in the western area are still in deep
sleep. China has a long land border of more than 22,800 kil-
ometers, and is contiguous to 14 countries. Specifically, in
the east, China and Korea DPR face each other across the
Yalu River; she is bounded on the south by Vietnam, Laos
and Burma; in the southwest, she borders on India, Bhutan,
Nepal, Pakistan and Afghanistan; she is contiguous to Rus-
sia in the northeast; in the northwest, she borders on
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan; and in the true north
is Mongolia. The land coastline of China, which originates
from the Yalu River estuary located at the juncture of China
and Korea DPR and ends in the Beilun River estuary, is as
long as 18,000 kilometers. The offshore domain includes the
Bohai Sea, Yellow Sea, East China Sea and South China
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Sea, which altogether covers an area of around 4. 73 million

square kilometers. And the neighboring countries over the

-t S

sea include Korea and Japan in the east, Philippines, Indo-
nesia, Brunei, Malaysia and Singapore in the southeast. Be-
sides, more than 5,000 islands, big or small, scatter in the
sea area of China. In brief, China has so many neighboring

countries that she is one of those countries which have the

most neighboring countries in the world.

The Main Components of the Land
and Territorial Waters of China
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