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The Historic Mission of Praising National Spirit

The history of Chinese nation in the last century was that of striving for the national
rejuvenation by Chinese people under the leadership of the Communist Party of China. It is the
mainstream of the modern arts development to answer the historical calls for the national rejuvenation
movement and to accomplish the historic mission of creating vivid heroic images by recording this
valiant exploits of the Chinese people. ,

At the time of the 90™anniversary of the Communist Party of China and the lOOthanniversary of
the 1911 Revolution, the publication of the picture—story books Zhao Yiman, National Spirit.Yang Jingyu,
National Spirit.Zhao Shangzhi (the last two are under creating now), which are all about the heroes
of the Anti—Japanese Amalgamated Army of Northeast China and drawn by Zhao Huasheng—the
leader of Guandong art school, has a historic and realistic significance. The picture—story book is an
important and popular artistic form in China. Lots of artists have devoted themselves to picture—story
book production over the past century that cultivated many leading artists.

Zhao Yiman is one of Zhao Huasheng’ s representative works. He kept on the realistic production
consistently during the past 50 years, aiming at presenting the history of Chinese rejuvenation
through full-length memorial—like figure paintings. In his works, he created many illustrious images
such as great leaders and historic heroes and displayed the path of Chinese revolution struggle over
the past hundred years. Furthermore, his works also showed the self—giving spirit of the masses
and depicted the lives of the common people. It is a typical example of an artist who answered
the historical calls consciously and brought out their works to the society to inspire people to move
forward.



Mr. Zhao is an outstanding modern figure artist who comes from the common people. His works
demonstrate his ardent love for the country, the party and the people and his emotional connections
with the masses. Having visited abroad and been awarded, his paintings deserve our full attention
and intensive study. Comrade Deng Xiaoping said, “The people need arts; arts need the people even
more.” Zhao Huasheng’ s artistic practices have just proved that.

Liu Dawei
2011.5.16
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- The Briefing

Zhao Yiman is a heroine of the Anti—Japanese Amalgamated Army of Northeast China. Since
the September 18th Incident in 1931, the Japanese Army had invaded the northeast China. Chiang
Kai—shek didn’ t resist the invaders, thus the entire northeast China was seized. The people there
suffered ravages of the invaders and many innocent folks were slaughtered. Led by the Communist
Party of China, the Chinese people revolted bravely in resistance against Japanese Aggressions. Zhao
Yiman was one of them.Despite her personal safety, she left her husband and son, came to Northeast
China far from her home town and led the anti—Japanese battles there. Soon later, she was assigned
as the commissar of the Second Regiment in the Third Corps of the Amalgamated Army. Being
brave and quick—witted, she and the soldiers fought against the enemies with unparalleled heroism.
In one battle, Zhao Yiman was wounded and captured. The enemies tortured her brutally,. but she
didn’ t give in. Finally, she died as a martyr.
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The sky is covered with dark clouds and the autumn rain is rustling.
Geese fly northward crying mournfully. The Songhua River surges
eastward carrying a lot of misery the Chinese People have suffered and
the many heroic and moving deeds of the anti—Japanese resistance.
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Since the September 18th Incident in 1931, Japanese invaders had began
to annex the northeast China. During this period, the Chinese people

there suffered at the hands of the Japanese and many innocent folks
were slaughtered.
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The people living along the Sungari River were forced into homelessness.
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people

suffering.

in the northeast China were

plunged

into the

depths of

They were longing for liberation and deliverance from the
abyss of misery into a brighter future.



