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Preface to the Chinese Translation of
Introduction to Fourier Optics ,3rd Edition

The first edition of this book was published in English in 1968 by McGraw-Hill Book Company.
In 1976 ,the Chinese translation appeared. It is possible that more people have read this book in the
Chinese translation than in English, given China’s huge population and the large size of its optics
community.

A second edition of the book , greatly expanded,was published in 1996 ,again by McGraw-Hill.
To the best of my knowledge ,no Chinese translation of this edition exists. This translation is of the
third edition, published in 2005 by Roberts & Company , Publishers.

It contains corrections of all errors known in the second edition at the time of publication ,and in
addition, contains an entirely new chapter on “Fourier Optics in Optical Communications. ” Addi-
tional errors and corrections discovered after the third edition was published can be found on the
errata sheet at the web address http ://public. me. com/jwgood

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the translators of this edition,in particular to
the translators ,they are:Qin Kecheng,Liu Peisen,Chen Jiabi and Cao Qizhi. The translators found a
number of errors and typographical mistakes,all of which are represented in the Errata Sheet men-
tioned earlier. I thank them for these improvements of the book.

I have always felt that being engaged in providing education is one of the most rewarding of pro-
fessions. 1 hope that this translation will help in the education of the coming generations of optical
physicists and engineers in China,and that indirectly it will contribute to innovations and prosperity

in China and throughout the world.

Joseph W. Goodman
Los Altos, California, USA
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