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Foreword

I lived in Gansu Province for more than 20 years and my wonderful youth was spent there.Gansu is
like my second home, andI stillvisit it very often to paint and meet old friends. Li Jingjing is one of
my friends.

I met Li Jingjing three years ago when I went back to Gansu to paint landscapes.(it said “painting
on spot” Is this painting landscapes?) She was a new teacher at Lanzhou University at that time. She
talked about what she saw and heard while traveling in Gansu affectionately and energetically. Now,
reading her book entitled, Ancient Legacy of Hexi Corridor in Gansu Province. 1 feel it is ingenious
beyond description.

Looking at these sketches, I feel like returning to those places where I had once been. The people,
the architecture, and the scenery - everything is so familiar and yet, so different. This is Gansu in her
eyes. She depicts the scenery with relaxed strokes while drawing the architecture with rigorous skill.
She displays the northwestern part of Gansu Province, which is full of history and story, in a three-
dimensional way, full of feeling.

Gansu is like stars abandoned in the northwest of our country. It is not only a province with rich
cultural resources, but also a province with lots of ancient architecture. The publication of this book
will draw extensive attention to the ancient architecture of Gansu and help people know more about
Gansu's history, culture and customs. This has great significance for the development and protection
of our ancient architecture.

If you want to know more about Gansu, starting with this book is a good choice.
Xue Conglun

Dean of the Research Institute of Traditional Chinese Ink and Wash Painting
November, 2014
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Preface

I am not a native of Gansu. [ started to work in Gansu in 2010 after graduating from university in
Beijing with a Master’s degree. Frankly speaking, 1 didn’t like Gansu in the beginning, as it was so
different from the places I had lived before.

At that time, I was single and had plenty of free-time. I became a traveler and began walking and
riding around the streets of Lanzhou.I took pictures of every house with my eyes and recorded every
street in my heart. Over the next two years, I traveled to almost every city in Gansu. Each region of
Gansu has a unique landscape, architectural style, and folk customs. I fell in love with it bit by bit.

Gansu was the birthplace of Chinese civilization. Its history can be traced back to ancient times.
Thousands of years have brought a great change to the world. The sound of jade-carrying camel’s
bells cannot be heard anymore at the former Yumenguan Pass. No businessmen can be seen at Dajing
anymore. No gunpowder smoke rises from all directions. No banners and flags sway at Jiayuguan
Pass today. Only the remaining old buildings tell us the long, thousands of years-old history of this
place. And yet, Gansu’s architecture is not known to the world. Many ancient buildings are in a state
of decay after experiencing historical traumas and being out of repair for such a long time.

Now I'm allowed the rare opportunity to record the scenes I saw, the things I experienced, and the
paths T walked through my sketches. Thus, this book comes into being.

Looking back, I started to plan this book in September, 2013 and finished it in one year; time is so
fleeting.I hope this book of paintings can draw you into Gansu and help more people understand
the history and culture of Gansu, while gaining more recognition and attention for the ancient
architecture of this province.

Li Jingjing
October, 2014, Lanzhou
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