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The Tortoise and
the Ducks

— L0 S T R
LETX.

The Tortmse's* shell” 15 his house.
He has to carry /it on his back® all the
time, so he can never leave home. This
was a punishment” from Zeus for being
lazy,* because he refused 1o go 1o Zeus'
wedding.

The Tortose became very sad when he
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saw other animals move about* freely and
swiftly,* He wanted to see the world like
they did, but the house on his back and his
short legs made it impossible

Cine day the Tortoise told two ducks his
sad story

"We can help you 1o see the world! said
the Ducks. "Bite* down hard on this stick
with your mouth, and we will fly you high
up in the sky so that you can see the world,
No matter what* happens.* do not speak.
Or you'll regret* it very badly™

The Tortoise was very pleased.” [e bit
down on the stick as hard as he could. and
the Ducks took hold of* each end and
began to fly into the air The pair of Ducks
flew high in the sky, and the Tortoise
lortolse n. @ shell A (WO ) ER back n EW,
A punishment n G (azy ad) MK refue v, 1
& move ahout RS EE, RRNE switly adv. B,
Wit bie v 10 no matier what FH#0FL  happen v §

A rograty, S WR badly adv. BN ploaned sd. &
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2 The Old Man and the Sea

He was an old man. He used to fish alone
in a tiny™ boat in the Gulf Stream.* Eighty-
four days had passed, but he had not caught
a single fish.

In the first forty days, he was
accompanied by* a boy. After forty days,
however, when the old man could not
catch a single fish, the boy’s parents told
him that the old man was definitely*
unlucky. So the boy was forced to* follow
his parents” orders and took another boat.
Then he caught three good fish during the
first week.

The boy felt so sad when he saw the old
man come in each day with his tiny boat
empty.* So he always went down to help
him carry either the coiled® lines or the
gaff* and harpoon™ and the sail* that was
furled* around the mast.* As the sail was
patched™ with flour* sacks,* it looked like

the flag* of constant® defeat® when it was



furled.

The old man was thin and lean* with
deep wrinkles* in the back of his neck.
On his cheeks, there were some brown
blotches™ of the skin* cancer™ caused by the
sun's reflection™ on the tropical* ocean. His
hands had the deep-creased® scars™ from
handling* the heavy fish on the cords.* But
none of these scars were fresh.

Everything about him was old except
his eyes. However, they were the same
color as the sea and were cheerful® and
undefeated.*

“Santiago, 1 want to go with you again,

the boy said to him, as they climbed the

tiny adj. 8/h# the Gulf Stream n. 2HEEHZE R be
accompanied by Ef¥ definitely adv. B##h, H§EH#H be
forced to #i8 empty adj. Z#) coiled adj. &% 8, EAE
# gaffn. % harpoonn. 88X sailn. A fur v. Hi2, #f
& mastn & patch v. %, FT48T  flour n. ¥ sack
n. 8% flag n. ¥ constant adj. 2%t defeat n. %
B lean adj. ¥#) wrinkle n. 40 blotchn. Bi5, Z£#& skin
n. Efk cancer n. #iE, & reflection n. K5 tropical
adj. ###) deep-creased adj. HLRAEH scarn. HR,

@R  handle v. X ff, 43 cord n. 8% cheerful adj. &%
) undefeated adj. Aol kM), ARBEFTMH)



The Old Man and the Sea

bank where the tiny boat was hauled* up.
“We've made some money.”

The old man had taught the boy how to
fish, and the boy loved him very much.

“No,” said the old man. "You're with a
lucky boat. Stay with them.’

“But don't forget how you went eighty-
seven days without fish, and then we caught
big ones every day for three weeks’”

‘I won't forget it,” said the old man. "I
know you didn't leave me because you don't
believe in me’

“It was Papa who made me leave,” said the
boy. “I had to obey* him because I am his
boy after all”

‘I know well," said the old man. "It is not
strange.”

“My papa hasn't much faith”

“No,” said the old man. "But we have,
haven't we?”

“Of course we have,” said the boy. “Can



[ treat* you to a beer* on the Terrace before
we take the stuft* home?”

“Why not?” said the old man. “Let’s drink
between fishermen’

They sat on the Terrace. Many of the
fishermen made fun of* the old man. But
he was not angry. Others looked at him and
were sad, but they didn't show it. Instead,*
they spoke politely* about the current™ and
the depths* that they had drifted™ their
lines at and the steady* good weather and of
what they had seen.

The successful* fishermen of that day
were already in. They had cut their
marlin® out and carried them to the fish
house. They waited for the ice truck to carry

them to the market in Havana. Those who

haul v. #, 17 obey v. UTA, WM treat v. IFE, KfF beer
n. 8% stuff n. =8, RIAFEIL make fun of BLX instead
adv. 18, R politely adv. L%, ES# current n. ¥
# depth n. J®E driftv. & SE®K, {E Fii steady
adj. R EH, =K successful adj. T8y marlinn. SHk&



