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My Aerial Photography Experience of Qingdao

Since my career as a photographer started, 1 always want to get to a place
high, whether it's the top of a mountain or a building, to picture the whole
landscape with my camera, whenever the weather is fine. What [ expected
more was to take a bird's—eye view of Qingdao someday.

In the autumn of 1996, 1 finally got a chance to realize this wish of mine.
That year, as the Jiaozuo Bay Road was completed, | was commissioned by
the Key Project Headquarter of Qingdao at the time to ride a Hippopotamus
helicopter to take some aerial photos of the Jiaozhou Bay Road, Huangdao
Oil Harbor, Hisense Overpass and the coastal landscape of the city. For safety
purposes, | was secured by a safety belt to the cabin door of the helicopter
when it opened. Despite my thorough mental preparation, yet as | flew
200m up into the air to take my aerial photography for the first time, feelings
of excitement, fear, novelty, panic and all sorts still rushed into my heart at
the same time. At the time, the camera I used was a 120 single—lens reflex
type. During the 2 hours of flight, although 1 was in a flurry, I still used up a
dozen of 120 color reversal films.

Since then, 1 fall for aerial photography irresistibly. Whenever [ see a

helicopter flying, I would wonder if that is someone shooting aerially. Aerial

By Zhang Yan

photography is not only dangerous, but also very costly. As the hourly rental
of a helicopter now can be as high as tens of thousands, 1 have to realize
my aerial photography dreams by taking advantage of the interviews of
large—scale events and strive for any opportunity of aerial photography. So
far, I take aerial photography once every two or three years on average to
document the evolution of Qingdao in the past two decades from up in the
air.

In consecutive years of 2000 and 2001, T shot the Fushan new downtown
and the Beihai Shipyard, which has now been transformed the Olympic
Sailing Center, by Hippopotamus. There was a short story during this
period. In the afternoon of September 31, 2001, as [ was deciding the flying
route for the next day at Qingdao Helicopter Company with the pilot, the
company received a call for help saying that a sailor on a foreign ship passing
by the open waters of the city was critically injured and needed to be rescued
by helicopter. With permission, [ pictured the whole process from the air
rescue to how the patient was transport by a 120 ambulance to the hospital.
The photos were published on the Qingdao Daily next day as a special report

and won the second prize of the national news photography of the year.



2009 4E 8 A, HEEBIARREIEST, FIETNEEN WK MAEEAUNT T “HRIAORE" 1 ER
BN HOHZ ., XE9 H, TR HIkaIesds = f3Eh b i LK, SE SR E A A A
HEHEAER, AT TR, RS NIEERERS . AR RIERE.

2013 4E 10 AAHERKAHY, R RENGHEN—R. RRMGESH, VR 3%, RENEMRL, FIES
FHHSRET, (AR BTG, DA AR TR € THRRSHER, T 3 ARG F M
NIRRT, OGNSR ETL, WS RE BRIV E CRTEKEL, 8 200 Kz, MirpE e
JNE I KR, EETTIZR, LURCAHNI
RN, Mo, L, AN AR B2, —&JL, /ORI IME R G (D bR

AR, SCHAMIKBATTT L “RITRIE o TR B AR

ISR IR R, BE Rl F3E —RAASRE] TR, FrE A, SN R
whikE, —BE KRR, — AR NIRRT, FROP R EPEAR AR, — T2 MR

EREENLEF, FRATKITRFH A B S, ST C Ao BREB AR —a o T



CONTENTS

H=z

i
S ———

fl-%f\
Shkoren |

1096

i

L



In March 2006, Clipper Round the World Yacht Race first arrived in
Qingdao. I boarded on an EC—135 and shot pictures from 9:30 in the
morning until about noon time. Qingdao was still cold in that season. The
helicopter flew 150m above the sea at the speed of 100km/h with the door
open. Although it was shaken by strong winds and my face and hands went
numb as I sat by the door, | was calm and not at all flustered like before.

The year before the 29th Olympic Games, Qingdao Olympic Sailing Center
hasically completed its construction and held a test event. For the aerial
shooting of this place and event, I used a 2—seat powered paraglider, which
is a big parachute fitted with an iron frame below. The frame is fixed with
2 plastic seats with a propeller at the backside. [ was well aware that there
had been few accidents since the powered paradlider' invention some 30
years ago. However, [ was still very worried with my first ride, seeing the
iron frame tied with a hundred or so thin nylon ropes and dangling in the
air. Taking off from Shilaoren Bathing Beach and dangling all the way
overhead to the Olympic Sailing Center, 1 was greeted with a magnificent
view, in which a straight breakwater, a broad harbor, a delicate ramp and a
white lighthouse peacefully lie in the azure ocean. Dots of sails in the colors
of white, red or blue made up of such a gorgeous view that I forgot my
fear and couldn't stop shooting. The pictures for propaganda, venue stamps
and postcards used by the Olympic Sailing Event all come from this aerial
shooting.

As scheduled, the first Sailing Week of Qingdao was held in August 2009.
And | captured the spectacular scenes of the grand cruise of hundreds of
sailboats and cutters by the ship—based "dolphin" helicopter of the navy. In
the September of the same year, 1 flew over the downtown area of [aoshan
twice with a delta wing powered glider and captured the new town in my

pictures. In the following 3 years, I did aerial shooting for every big sailing

event. Yet due to weather and navigation management limits, none of them
was very satisfying.

The one I did in October 2013 is to my heart's most content. It was a very
refreshing autumn day with a level 3 southwesterly and perfect visibility for
the flying of the powered gilder. However, due to the training of helicopters
in the airspace, the authorities of navigation management did not allow us
to take off. As the weather was very hard to come by, at 3p.m., we took
our chances to take off at Shilaoren Bathing Beach anyway. We avoided the
training helicopters and headed west along the coastline. 200m up in the air,
we had a panaromic view of the zigzag coastline and curved bays, which are
both magnificant and delicate. Flying over Little Qingdao Isle and the Pier,
the landmarks of the old downtown of Qingdao and turning east, we went
into the old downtown featured with red roofs and verdant trees. Then,
we reached Huiquan Bay to find the picturesque villas of Badaguan and
new couples taking wedding pictures in their wedding dresses after passing
the Signal Hill, Guanhai Hill and Xiaoyu Hill. As we continued flying
eastwardly, Fushan Bay and Shilaoren Bay demonstrated their breaths of
modernization and vogue. An hour and a half passed without my notice as |
kept shooting pictures during the flying. Both of my cameras captured more
than a thousand moments and become very hot due to continuous working
of their batteries.

One's vision is determined by where he stands. T will always keep my passion
and feeling of freshness for aerial photography, which has become a part of
my photography career.
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Qingdao Bay
The citizens of Qingdao usually call the area in the old downtown facing the sea in the south Qianhaiyaner, or literally seafront. The
bay this area faces is Qingdao Bay. This is where two of Qingdao's classic landmarks, the Pier and the Little Qingdao Isle, sit, and
they are famed as "Pavilion on flying waves" and "Lighthouse on Qindao Isle". The Pier was at the beginning a simple dock built
by Zhang Gaoyuan, a leader of the defending troops at Qingdao when it was first established. Later the German army expanded and
reinforced the Pier for military purposes when they landed in Qingdao. The national government built a two—story ancient style
pavilion at the south end of the Pier in September 1931 when the city was reclaimed. The lighthouse on Little Qingdao Isle was
built by the Germans too. It acts as a pilot together with the flag signal coming from the Signal Hill for the ships and warships in and
out of Jiaozhou Bay.

Whenever tides fall, Qingdao Bay bears its large shallows for tourists to catch crabs, shells and clams. In winter, flocks of sea—gulls
come from distant north and create such a magnificent view. Along Qingdao Bay, there are a lot of European style villas built along
the south foot of Signal Hill and Guanhai Hill. During German occupation, this region was classified as a residence region for the
Furopeans. Classical architectures like Governor’ s Hall, Governor's R esidence, Catholic Church, Christian Church stand elegantly
among the trees with their red roofs.



Part /01 g PG Huiquan Bay

Little Qingdao Isle, 2




5

A Bird's-eye View of Qingdao

N
\\

12

The Pier 2006

et 2006



Part /01 i N Huiquan Bay

&

NG 5D




A Bird's-eye View of Qingdao




