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Write a Fantastic Story of Your Life

Mary Higgins Clark
Commencement Address at the Catholic University of America
May 16, 2015

Y The years to come will fly at an increasingly accelerated pace.
Make the most of every day of every one of those years. Write
the story of your lives so that your novel will be more than a best

seller. Write it and live it so that it becomes a classic.

Cardinal Wuerl, President, John Garvey, fellow honorees, Trustees,
Faculty, members of the graduating class, and families and friends of the
graduates, I am delighted to address the class of 2015 this morning on this
defining moment in their lives.

Over the years I’ve attended many graduations and the same words
keep coming up—milestones, memories, dreams, hope, the future. I don’t
mean that these words are hackneyed, because they are appropriate to the
day.

Today, you graduates of the Catholic University of America have
completed another milestone. The first one you achieved upon your
graduation from grammar school. The second occurred on your graduation
from high school. I am aware that for some of you the mathematics are a

little different. You are the ones who came back to earn your degree. My
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hat’s off to those for whom this is true. Balancing a family and a job while
you study isn’t easy. Today you are about to receive either a masters or
doctoral degree. You are now ready to take on the world.

Remember that most of you are here today because of both the
sacrifices of your family and your own efforts. Appreciate what others
have done for you. Be worthy of the faith others have in you. Justify the
sacrifices they made. Be proud of all the hours you yourself have worked
to come to this day.

It would be nice if I could give you terrific advice that would be
a magic key into a magical world where any problems that do arise are
solved in minutes; where from this moment on you will live happily
and successfully ever after, but we all know that isn’t the way it works.
So instead I'll gossip with you for a few minutes about real life because
instant happy endings aren’t real life.

I believe that at our cradles the legendary godmothers come to
bequeath a gift. Some people receive many, others just one, but everybody
does get one special gift. In my case, the godmother, who might have
given me the voice of a nightingale, was out of town; I can’t hit middle C
on key. I was always the last one the boys asked to dance because I don’t
have a sense of rhythm. And no one has ever begged an invitation to my
dinner table. But one godmother came and whispered, “I bequeath you the
gift of being a storyteller.”

I am very happy that she was the one who showed up that day. I want
you to know, with all the certainty of your being, that each one of you,
at your cradle, was given a special gift. Find it, feel it inside you, then
nurture it to fruition.

Regularly in the media we see the smiling face of someone holding
a winning ticket. I’'m sure we all wonder what we’d do if we were lucky

enough to be that person. But there is a saying that I believe is true, “If

4
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you want to be happy for a year, win the lottery. If you want to be happy
for life, love what you do.”

When I was signing books a few years ago, a woman said to me,
“You’re so fortunate. You had a lot of problems—your father’s early death
when you were a child, your husband’s early death, the struggle to raise
and educate five children.”

I waited for the punch line. “You see”, she explained, “I’ve been
very fortunate. My parents were wonderful. We grew up in a comfortable
home, my husband does very well, we love each other and we have great
kids. But I haven’t experienced enough problems to have anything to write
about.” My heart didn’t bleed for her, but she did have a point. We don’t
want problems, but they do strengthen us. They force you to be on your
toes, to overcome obstacles.

My books usually start with a prologue, a foreshadowing of what is
going to happen later. Today you are starting to write your own suspense
novel. It’s called The Rest of My Life.

By your choice of what you will be doing in September, you have
already written the prologue. Did you choose medical school, are you
going for your MBA, are you planning to become a Juris Doctoris, have
you felt a call from God to follow him in a vocation? Whatever your
choice, your prologue is written.

When I begin to plan a book, I don’t know exactly who the
protagonist is, but I do know that he or she will be a person who combines
faith, optimism, intelligence, generosity and a good sense of humor.

Let’s touch on the subject of a sense of humor. It is the leavening
agent in life. If you don’t have one naturally, try to develop it. When
everything piles up on you, the ability to laugh at fate or at yourself is a
cure for both body and mind.

I always give my protagonists a good friend, a buddy who will rejoice
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with them when the sun is shining and be there for them when the sky is
falling in. That buddy may be a parent, a sibling, a lifetime pal, but I want
all of you have that kind of person in your life.

When any writer begins a novel, the early pages seem to take forever.
Then at some point they move at a quicker and quicker pace.

Any novel worth its salt has downward steps, problems that arise and
need to be solved. I pray that you, the protagonist, will face up to your
problems with determination and strength.

A novel has a goal. Yours I hope will be to lead a fulfilling, giving
life. In today’s society, too often traditional values have been replaced
by situational ethics P You as graduates of Catholic University have the
opportunity to become moral leaders in a world where so frequently moral
values are consigned to the dustbin. Don’t be afraid of exercising that
leadership.

I warn you and promise you that the years to come will fly at an
increasingly accelerated pace. Make the most of every day of every one of
those years. Write the story of your lives so that your novel will be more
than a best seller. Write it and live it so that it becomes a classic.

Now is the time to receive your degrees, to accept the congratulations
of your families and friends, to enjoy your parties.

You are voyagers at the beginning of your new adventures. Now
voyagers, with unwavering trust in God, set forth thy sails and have a
wonderful life.



- XZRHEH -

RO PE . MK BURS K , BT AR SLASHH K , o o] AR — 38
TR , RA BRI A B i BLERAT BRE R

M RERFFEAE /N , BT UL REB K., RF, EE—1
2, B R RS R

T A — 5 4% B LS /N AR 3058 , B R A 7 2 A MU ]
B, TS E AR T D, A R, T E AR,

NP —A bR, TRASRARATA BARRBE it 750 B
(—rE . 7E244FE2 5 MM HOE % 2B U, FEX A
A2 % SR E A R AR R T, B K R B A L AR
T ILE BN AT . AEE TS A9RLS .

A F [0 R ARIE - HEF 3% LR 2 LA R HR 0
i, BIAMRI ISR — K, BE A S —A IR, ik
YREN B — AR . LS, FLOHTE 1T R — 362
3

BB T AU ALE S, B2 R A BB, 552 YR o it
7T,

PRI ISR AU 5, B TF R — BEBT A0 B R R, BU7E, LB 5
i1, 4% BRI E ARSI, IR, 1 RS A

voyager /'voiidza(r) n. fiMEF; MifTH



BASE IS

MING REN LI ZHI YAN JIANG JING CUl

[About the Author]

B - AW LA LR —EERNHER, 24T HK
T 51 34, 3R MA . W) EHRMER(ZTMARLET ) (Where
are the children ) ¥R T 75 K,

[Background of the Speech]

(FRREIHRFRLITIS7T F, ZALEARIHKLHEAIKRF, £
A LIRR T, B - AN - LA AHAG— AR EE,
B AMA G T A Bk, FRHBAL,

[Notes]
(D situational ethics: A PR A X —ITHR T A Fil 24
B, BEEIATH R ARG RER., WRLEFBFAMNRELE
%R FERE I, ZERBARE G AR AR,
(BAEE)

10



