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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television,

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young member of the company which had produced
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There were three people in the carmiage. Who were they?
»  What had happened to John Ridd's father?
»  Whao were Annie und Lizzie?

»  Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because. )

£ LU NOOKE

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of Navember, 1673.

We came out of school at five o'clack. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because \
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman,

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Just then a man with horses came round the corner.
WRIERES, — P EROABAMSEBLHAT .

We left Tiverton early in the morning.
—REBATTRRBETT T W,

The mist lay thick on the moor so that we could
not see beyond our horses’ heads.
A LR, R TSR DL,

They were heavy, big men, carrying guns.
MM EA=SE, FEBEME,

All the lands were owned by these two men, and
each received one half of the money got from
them.
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1 was only a boy when my father died; but | knew
that my time would come.
BRFFEMIHRRERNET, BEBDEBNN
EFRRER,




Introduction

R

A Journey to Lilliput

/PN

Chapter 1 How I Came to Lilliput

B 1 B RERRENAE

Chapter 2 How I Lived in Lilliput

8 2 B WAEPDAERERE

Chapter 3 How I Made War on Blefusco
8B 3 B REENmEEHTEER

Chapter 4 How I Came Home Again
8 4 B BREFEZRE

Gulliver in Brobdingnag
2L RS NI

Chapter 1 How I Came to Brobdingnag
% 1 BH WEEKRERAE

002

008

010

024

032

042

048

050



Chapter 2 How I Met the King and Queen
B/ 2 B REFENEEEIMES

Chapter 3 How I Came Home Again
£ 3 B REFEZIHEE

Gulliver in the Land of the Houyhnhnms
RSP AE ST

Chapter 1 Houyhnhnms and Yahoos
£ 1 B BRESEANHIEEA

Chapter 2 How the Houyhnhnms Lived
B/ 2 B BROEARERE

Chapter 3 How I Came Home Again
£ 3 B REEREEE

Questions on the Whole Story

064

082

090

092

104

110

116



Gulliver's Travels



§ GULLIVER'S TRAVELS

Introduction

Jonathan Swift

Swift was an Irishman, born in Dublin in 1667, but of an old
English family. After completing his university education at
Trinity College, Dublin, he began work in England as secretary to
the important writer and statesman Sir William Temple.

Jonathan Swift soon became an important figure among the
writers and politicians of London. He had ideas about writing
and about political matters—public affairs and government—
which he could put into words very clearly and cleverly. His poli-
tical friends were glad to have him on their side. His political
enemies feared him.

In 1714, Queen Anne died, and those political enemies
came to power. Swift went back to Ireland, where he was
already the Dean of St Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin. At first, he
had few friends there. But between 1720 and 1730 he wrote
very strongly on the side of the Irish. They felt that their rulers,
the English, treated them unfairly—even cruelly at times. And
it was good to have a writer like Swift to attack the unfairness
for them. He had a command of language that made his attacks
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§ GULLIVER'S TRAVELS

and his satire bite deeply. That writing brought him a great
many friends in Dublin and in other parts of Ireland.

It was during this time that Swift wrote Gulliver’s Travels,
which appeared in the bookshops in 1726.

Gulliver’s Travels
At the beginning of the eighteenth century, books about travel
to unknown places were of great interest to the reading public
in Britain. Readers had enjoyed true accounts like William
Dampier’s New Voyage (1697), which described his visits to the
coasts of what are now called Australia and New Zealand.

Then came Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe (1719). Defoe
did not pretend that his story of Crusoe’s life on an island was
true. But he wrote in the style of the true accounts. Like the
true accounts, Robinson Crusoe dealt with happenings and
things seen, not with thoughts or feelings.

Swift saw the importance of that style. He didn’t want to
make his readers believe that the impossible lands in Gulliver’s
Travels were true or real. But he did want to make them think.

Gulliver’s Travels is satire. Readers find themselves looking
at their own world, its beliefs and customs, with new eyes.
Lemuel Gulliver describes the different places and their in-
habitants in a simple style. He gives us facts and figures, not
opinions, about them. And so we don’t just laugh at them: we
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| GULLIVER'S TRAVELS

put ourselves in the place of the Lilliputians and others, and
we see ourselves as they would see us. We laugh at ourselves,
and—Swift hoped—decide to change some of our more foolish
or unpleasant ways.

Because the style is so simple, and because Swift makes
us enjoy his story, Gulliver’s Travels (usually in a shortened
form) has been a favourite children’s book for a long time. But
it would be a mistake to see it as just a children’s story; Swift
wanted his readers to think seriously about the world they
live in.
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