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Abstract

Based on the background of economic, social and cultural transformation, we draw
lessons from the experiences and lessons oftransformation of the Western Cities, sum up
the problems and evolution of urban spatial structure in the new transition period in China,
discuss the direction and measures of the optimization of urban spatial structure, and look
forward to the trends of future development in this book.

Urban transformation of China and Western countries is carried out under different
background. Comparing Chinese and western urban spatial structure research, we know
that these urban spatial transformations have experienced several stages. At the same time,
the research on urban spatial structure in China is increasingly in line with international
practices, and also with Chinese characteristic.

From the stage of economic and social development, China has experienced two periods
of transformation. The first one is Reform and Opening-up, in which the planned economy
was transferred into market economy and economic growth was the main goal of the
society. The second one occurred in the early twentieth Century, when the coordinated
and sustainable development had become the main target of the nation.

Now, the transformation of Chinese cities includes three aspects: economic
transformation, social transformation and cultural transformation. It’ s necessary for
researchers not only to compare the urbanization and industrialization level of western
cities and Chinese cities, but also to research the international social background when
they draw lessons form western countries.

Under the background of rapid development, there are several main features of China’' s
spatial structure evolution: firstly, urban space expanse outward rapidly; secondly, urban
spatial structure is complex, diverse and with characteristic of social space differentiation;
thirdly, the city boundary blurs, which means that urban and rural areas stagger.Urban
spatial structure of China is promoted by the system of one-sided pursuit of economic
growth and external costs like social and ecological costs are ignored, which leads to
the inevitable urban problems and then threaten the sustainable development of cities.
At present, there are three main problems of urban spatial structure: imbalance of urban
structure, disorder expansion and spatial differentiation.

Based on the problems brought by urban-rural differentiation, social differentiation,



shortage of resources and deterioration of the environment, we can conclude that urban-
rural integration, the equalization of public facilities, the intensive land use and urban
environment protection are the main trends of optimization of urban spatial structure in
China.

Under the urban transformation, the optimization of urban spatial structure means
improving the urban structure for comprehensive and balanced development, in which
there are two contents: balancing urban structure and reshaping urban space. Beginning
with improving the current situation of urban structural imbalance, balancing urban
structure achieve the balance between urban internal elements, such as equalization of
facilities, city's balanced development of new town and city center, and to achieve a
balanced and coordinated development of the city and the surrounding areas, such as the
realization of the city and the suburbs, the development zone and the surrounding, the
special zone and their surrounding, the old city and the surrounding metro construction
integration.Starting with changing the disorderly development of urban space, reshaping
the urban space means improving the urban space structure, promoting the coordinated
development of social economy, and realizing the harmonious coexistence of man and
nature, which covers urban ecological space, leisure space, living space, industrial space,
transportation space and historical and cultural space remodeling.

In order to optimize the urban spatial structure, we should change the control means
of urban planning, which means that objective of urban planning is transferred from
promotion into management, means of urban planning is transferred from spatial planning
into comprehensive planning, direction of urban planning is transferred from market

oriented to the public oriented.
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