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China is an ancient civilization. Several thousand years of long history and
cultural heritage have resulted in the development of rich and varied Chinese
arts and crafts. To accelerate the spread of knowledge, preserve traditional folk
art, and enrich the cultural lives of young people, our team worked together and,
after three years of thorough research and concentrated writing, we were pleased
to introduce this exclusive book series entitled Chinese Art and Handicraft
Learning Handbooks to the market in 2012.

The format of the handbooks is “1+1” resources base. “1+1” refers to “teacher
book + student book”, i.e., the teachers and the students are the center, with the
teacher book focusing on instructional supervision and the student book focusing
on the students’ own initiatives. The resource base refers to the complete package
of resource materials including books, multimedia CDs, and handicraft-making
essentials. The series instill fashionable trends of modern life into traditional
Chinese folk art, making it rich in content, concise in words, impressive in
pictures, and trendy in design. These handbooks come complete in materials
and are easy to use. They are suitable for K-12 education both domestically and
overseas, as well as for other readers interested in Chinese culture.

Paper-cuts briefly introduces relevant knowledge about paper-cuts, paper-cut
methods and skills, with both pictures and words, and provides 160 innovative
designs, covering many different types, for example folding the paper in half
and cutting, continuous folding and cutting, folding and cutting on multiple
sides, cutting and carving Chinese characters, individual designs, and three-
dimensional folding and cutting. The book arranges cutting designs according to
topics and blends relevant Chinese cultural elements into each topic, emphasizes
the fostering of the learners’ imagination and creativity. The appendices supply
paper cutting designs and paper materials, which facilitates learners learning

process.

Project Group of Chinese Art and Handicraft Learning Handbooks
January 2012



LA SO LT AR TR S SRR TR T 5 SR
A, N T MIBCAIRAEHE, (PRI, 8 A AL A 2R
R, BAMERMA ST, TR AR, AR, WO, HHE i
LTI I,

ARIITIHO GIEAR “141” FHEE. 1417 48 “SO 5+ 2
1, BRI G, BT BINE FECEES . S B ET
BREIE: “HHE R, GREAURES . SO TH
B, ARIITAA R 5 T TORAR A, WAEE, X
. ESORE. WM, M. SR TN LU
R NS, DU AP AT R S A 5

COTER) A SOI PRI EA AR R E AR, SR T
FOTS . IR 60 B R BT ARERE, ERER AT . ST
ST WL . RIRECRE | TR RO, K e R
B TAE, TR AT R IR [ AL e 2, TR S]
FHG RGN A RS R RAG b | T 5 % P
.

A 2 ) F M H A
201241 H



Paper-cut Tools

BIRh TR

ats o @& paper @ scissors

e ‘ “% o8))
Choose Chinese red paper or other colored paper. Use sharp point’ed scissors instead of round pointed
o itk R E A R AR B4 Wi

RFATILEFINRLE 7], MARELY .

@ pencil
e

Use carving knives to cut designs which the scissors  Used for drawing designs.

can’t do a good job. ks mEE
BAHMERZI7], MBS BRI NAER,



@ eraser

87

Used for erasing designs.
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Used for copying designs provided in this book.
FRENERBRHHEH.

& stapler
TTHM

Used for securing designs provided in this book.

AREEXBREHEH.

Put it under the paper when carving.

EMZI7IE, HELTE,

Used for drawing straight lines.

XL HEHFNES,

& glue sticks
B

Used for sticking finished projects or making
three-dimensional works.
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User Manual of the Book
7~ eh 1% FA % BA

Pictures of paper-cuts are
demonstrated throughout the
book. All of the designs are
included in “Paper-cut Designs”.
You can find them according to
their page numbers.

BHRT T BRERK
RE, EFHKE (BEXA
AT ) 2, fRET IR R TED
RHITIRR.

J/,U,% 19-3 means the design is the third picture

on page 19 in Paper-cut Designs.
19-3% XA R A (WEEH

) RIE19TIEIKE,

You can learn how to fold the paper according to the
tips, or practice folding the paper with the exercise pages
provided in “Paper-cut Designs”.
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In “Paper-cut Designs”, the level of :
difficulty for each design is marked.

CERERM) 2mm, 84
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32 pieces of colored paper 32 sKF2 4K
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Exercise pages for folding #71& %> 71



Ways to Use the Designs
BE IR A &

Cut after the designs (suitable for simple designs)
RREMRE (EERERNERFE)

1 Copy the design, and fold it up along the line.
BENERF, BB,

2 Fold the paper to be cut after the requirement, and then insert it
into the design.

RERTBERDNK, REHtE,

3 Overlap the design with the paper to be cut exactly. A stapler may be used to staple them together.

ILEAFNERINRTEER, TUATBIIT—T,

4 Cutalong the lines.
HEEH

e

4 Use a sharp pointed pen to impress the design on the papef:o~ s
be cut.- - R e B i

RRFERERRENEIEZRBMRE.

§ Cutalong the lines. ; ! I
iﬂ@ﬁﬁno 7 7 = 1 ok 1‘




Paper-cut Tools
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Ways to Use the Designs
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) / About Paper-cut
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’:}-’, ; ) Basic Methods of Paper-cut
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’“ . lf Folding the Paper in Half and Cutting
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In the Zoo =
By the Pond itz
Aquarium ¥ E
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Folding and Cutting on Multiple Sides
ESUEILL]

Type A 28! A

Type B 2£%E! B

Type C & C

Type D & D

Type E R E

Cutting and Carving Chinese Characters
LIp b &g
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Individual Designs
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12 Chinese Zodiac Animals +_—4 &
Beautiful Scenery £ =&

Wind Chimes-
R

Decorative Pots
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Photo Frames

HIHE

Greeting Cards
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Fold—draw—cut—expand to create various paper-cuts with red paper and a pair of scissors.
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There are so many paper-cut designs such as ik
people, flowers, birds, animals; scenes from local -
operas, and auspicious symbols. g 5
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2" In China, paper-cuts are usually used during Chinese Spring Festival,
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holidays, and on other lucky days. The ones pasted on windows are

’

called window decorations, the ones hung on top of doors are called lintel
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decorations, also there are wall and lamp decorations.
FERE, YA HAEE S TGS A . WHER 2 LG
BYARINBIAE, WHAED MR L OOnUEESs, SBATREAE . TR 0N,

[ J

/) %
KN

O] |




Traditional Chinese paper-cuts emphasize
resemblance in spirit, not in form. It stresses the
beauty of dressing up, for example, decorating
flowers on a dress, adding designs directly on
animals.

TRge ) E BT AR EAERBUML, AR
AL, i HEERMISE, HTERR E3e

B ik, oy RS

sym-1adeg

In traditional paper-cuts, people
usually use Chinese red paper. Colored
paper is also used occasionally. Red
paper-cuts tend to be simple and
graceful, while colored paper-cuts are
often dazzling and fanciful.

4 BT 4% % 5 F B 4
&, AEARAIRK, 46
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Paper-cut has many decorations, for example, the  ~
saw teeth, the crescent and fish scales are common
decorations.

WY BRSO, LLMEAIE . A
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@ Look and findz3:4)

What elements does the following paper-cut contain? Puta Y below the corresponding picture.
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Cutting and carving are the two basic methods of paper-cut.

B SR R VBT AR P REEAN T 1

Paper-cut carving comes into two categories: yin and yang. The yin carving is to cut the outlines off the
drawing, keeping everything but the outlines; the yang carving is to carve out the empty spaces on the
drawing, keeping the sketches and the outlines. Sometimes, to make the picture look richer, and to make
a clearer distinction between the important ones and the lesser ones, yin and yang carving methods may
also be used together.
BARZ4 R ZIRIBH ZIPiRh . BIZISTACRZI R ERAEEIIZE, B TRERELISbRY

FZIBTAREZI R ERNZZ AL, BTSRRI, A, AT ILEmCREAFE, U
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yin carving paper-cut yang carving paper-cut
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