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Clo 0D
The Baby in the Storm

CREA I

Every few minutes, as a new wave of contractions swept over
her, the woman in labor cried mournfully, “La ilaha illa Allah;
Wa-Mohammed rasul Allah.” ( “There is no god but God; and
Mohammed is his prophet.” ) In the half-darkness of the hut, Risikat’s
naked body glistened with sweat as she lay on a mat spread on the
earthen floor. Sitting beside her, their shadows made grotesque and
large by the hurricane lamp, were her mother, Kudirat, and her
sister, Adiat. The two women held their prayer beads and quietly
chanted the prayer.

Once in a while, Kudirat would get up and place a comforting
hand on her daughter’s contracting stomach before wiping the sweat
from her face with a damp towel. Kudirat would then take some
water from the nearby earthen jar and offer the expectant mother a
drink. “Courage, my daughter, courage. Everything will soon be
over, ~ she would admonish before going back to her prayers.

Just then, the wicket door swung open and another elderly

woman entered. “A-Salam-a-lekun” ( “Peace be onto you” ), the
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woman greeted. “I hope she’s doing well.”

Kudirat replied. “She broke her waters a few minutes ago.
Anytime now, the new one will arrive Insha.”

“Well, let’s hope it is a boy this time. After three girls, I am
more than ready for a grandson who will be as strong and hardworking
as Rasheed.”

“By Allah’s wish, it will be a boy, ” Adiat quickly replied.

After the woman left, Kudirat let out a long hiss. “Stupid
woman. She said it as if we have any control over these things. Is she
not a woman herself? How can she be so tactless as to come and talk
like that here. Wasn’t it five girls she, too, had before she finally gave
birth to Rasheed? ”

“That’s all right Mama. Instead of getting annoyed, why don’t
you go back to your prayers? 7 Adiat said.

Suddenly from outside came the deep rumble of thunder as the
wind picked up speed and started howling. In his hut a few meters
from his wife’s hut, Rasheed glanced up from his bamboo bed. Since
his second and favorite wife went into labor more than three hours
earlier, the forty-five year old cocoa farmer had not been able to
sleep. Now as the rumble of thunder grew louder, streaks of lighting
dived into the hut, bathing the room in an eerie blue light. And as
he detected the smell of rain in the wind, Rasheed’s heart sank. It
was going to be another girl! Although he knew rainfall meant peace

and blessing among his people, it also meant passivity, and as such,
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a girl. Boys, on the other hand, usually come in the heat and in
the storm. This was a bad omen for Rasheed. After his first wife,
Taibat, had borne him five girls. And now when all the soothsayers,
the witchdoctors and the prophets of Korede had assured him of a
boy, he was preparing for another girl. He, a very hard-working and
strong man, just producing girls? How would he face his friends and
family who were already taunting and calling him a weak man? And
despite all the prayers and fasting and donations he had offered to all the
churches, mosques in the district, he was still going to have a girl?
The more he thought of his situation the more his spirit fell and he felt
like dying.

Slowly and deliberately, Rasheed got up and glanced at his wrist
watch. It was half past one in the moming. He wondered what was
holding her. She should have delivered by now. He hoped she would
deliver before the rain started so that it could still be a boy. He went to
the door and strained his ears in the direction of his wife’s hut but he
could not hear a thing.

“It is going to be a girll” he muttered, and swallowed hard. he
knew marrying a third wife was out of the question. He couldn’t afford
it. But nine girls! “What was he to do with nine girls? Who would till
the farm? Who would harvest and crack the cocoa pods? What would
happen to his acres of farmland and property since girls are not allowed
to inherit property by the laws of the land? ” He didn’t know he had
started crying until he felt two large teardrops on his hands.
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